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BRACKEN BRIEF

Dear Church Friends,
On Saturday, January 4th, some of the church leaders met with the staff to pray, dream and
envision what God is calling our church to do and to be in 2020.
We considered three questions throughout the morning:
1. Who are we? (Identity)
2. What has God called us to do? (Purpose)
3. Who is our neighbor? (Context)
These are questions we will continue to ask along the
way.
We prayed over Luke 10:25-37 and Jesus’ story of
the Good Samaritan, and considered what it looks like
to lead a holy life. We looked at our Strengths and
Weaknesses (Internal) and at our Opportunities and
Threats (External), recognizing that these are simply
conditions in which we live and do church.
We prayed over Ephesians 4:1-16 and identified what
it means to be a disciple of Christ here at Bracken.
We also discussed these three questions:
1. What do we do best at Bracken?
In this Issue:
2. What do we do well, but could do better?
Bracken Preschool
3. What is something we do not do, but would like to do?
From all this rich discussion we set goals for the church for 2020 RACAP and You
and also created a new church Mission and Vision Statement!
United Methodist Men
OUR MISSION: The making of disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.
OUR VISION: The vision of Bracken United Methodist Church
is: To LOVE All. To GROW Disciples. To SERVE Community.
OUR 2020 GOALS:
1. Children and Youth (church, preschool and community)
2. Social Media/Website/Live Stream
3. Maintaining Facilities
4. Building Campaign
We closed out the morning by sharing Holy Communion!
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As your seven-month old pastor, I loved being able to hear from Welcome Our New Members
the church in this way. I am very proud to be your pastor and I
Bracken Youth Ministry
know that God has blessed this church and will continue to
bless this church in big ways! May we always extend the
Ministry Moments
blessings to others!
Blessings, Pastor Barbara
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~Mission Statement~
Mission: To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation
of the world.
~Vision Statement~
Vision: To LOVE All. To GROW Disciples. To SERVE Community.
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Bracken Children’s Team Mission Statement
Together we will dream, plan, and implement ministry opportunities designed to further the faith and
spiritual growth of our children, their families, and our neighbors. We will foster an environment that
provides continuity, respect and awareness of differences for all who choose to serve our children.

Bracken Preschool
Happy New Year! Here at Bracken Preschool our children are celebrating the month
with a closer look at our colder weather. The highlight will be discovering Ice blocks and
pretend snow in classroom sensory tubs. We are hoping for cold weather and
precipitation so we can see real icicles. The children will also take nature walks to see
how the colder weather affects the environment.

The Magik Children’s Theater will be here on Jan. 22, and the BUMP rodeo on February
20-21.
Registration for the upcoming 2020 – 21 school year begins on Tuesday, February 4,
for church members, current enrolled families and those on the waitlist. We will also
begin registration for Joy Camp at this time. Please visit our website at
www.brackenumc.org or call for more information and a tour: (830) 624-1429.
Tips for the Home: Wonder-filled Learning by The Early Years.
“I wonder…” Those two words can spark curiosity and get your child excited about
learning. Guide them with “wonders” that motivate imagining, exploring and
discovering. Your house is full of wonders. Ask your youngster to imagine what life
would be like if s/he had “magnifying-glass vision.” What could s/he notice that they
can’t see now? Let them walk around the house with a magnifying glass to find out.
Everyday run-of-the-mill experiences can inspire wonder. In a department store, have
your child stand in front of a triple mirror to see all of his reflections. Do they go on
forever? If you’re at the bank’s drive-thru, point out the vacuum tube and watch the
canister go up. Then discuss how it works. Discovering the “wonders” around us can
be a great educational experience.
Blessings
Michelle DeLeo, Director

Our teachers and staff are
amazing and work
together so well. They
have fun and love their
jobs!
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RACAP and You

The Randolph Area Christian Assistance Program (RACAP) thanks everyone who helped make our
Holiday Program such a great success. Thru RACAP at Thanksgiving, 221 families received a food
basket, and 305 families received a Christmas food basket. Your generous donations to RACAP
make this all possible.
Speaking of donations, we are so grateful for the very generous monetary donation from the
Bracken Pumpkin Patch. These funds will be used to purchase perishable items as well as helping
clients on a daily basis.
A big “Thank You!” to all the ladies in our Prayer Shawl Ministry for all the hats, gloves, and prayer
squares you made for our clients. They were treasured gifts in the Christmas baskets.
2019 was a very busy year for RACAP. Last year RACAP fed 2,873 people from our food pantry;
helped 465 families in danger of being evicted pay their rent; helped 95 people purchase their
prescription Rx; and helped 437 families pay overdue utility bills. Through RACAP’s Back-toSchool Program, 205 students received school supplies and a dental kit to start the school year.
An additional 1,286 people were fed thru our Holiday Meal Basket Program, including 507 children.
All the children were provided gifts/toys by outside sponsors. This may sound like a bunch of boring
numbers, but each number represents a person who has been shown God’s love by RACAP.
Thank you so much for your generous support that made all this possible.
Another big thank you goes to Barbara Gordy and all the volunteers with the mobile pantry who
“Feed His Sheep” each month. You help RACAP meet the demands for food that sometimes seem
overwhelming. RACAP is located at 307 Pfeil Street in Schertz and is open 1-3 p.m.. Monday thru
Friday. To learn more about RACAP, visit our website at www.racap.org or call (210) 658-1613 and
ask for Jessie.
Thank you for helping RACAP show God’s love to those in need.

Elaine Smith, Your RACAP Representative cherokeetx@satx.rr.com

RACAP Pantry Needs

Canned fruits, tomato products, canned and dried beans, cereal, boxed Meat Helpers, laundry
soap, dish soap, toilet paper, rice, and macaroni and cheese.

United Methodist Men (UMM)

All men of Bracken and their guests are welcome to
participate in the UMM. UMM cooks pancakes and
sausages for fellowship on 4th Sundays. Helpers are
welcome at 9:15 a.m. Donations collected go into the
BUMC Members’ Emergency Fund.
Thank you, Bracken!
Ryan Powell, President

Memorials
Thank you to the following families for donating memorial funds
for the purchase of new hand bell music stands:
Mark Hall
Sally Barnes
Bill Stephenson
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OUR NEW CHURCH COUNCIL SIMPLIFIED STRUCTURE
Last fall the Church Council leadership voted to move toward a new and streamlined model of leadership, which went into effect on January 1. Below are your elected Church Council leaders for
2020. It’s important to know that all the other ministries will continue. These ministries truly live out
our new vision of a church that loves, grows and serves. These are the heartbeat of our church. Also, if you feel that God is calling you to create a new mission that falls within our vision to love, grow
and serve, then let’s do it! Feel free to share your ideas with Pastor Barbara.
Here are the qualities we prayed over for our leadership:
Active practice of Membership Vows – Prayers, Presence (specifically Sunday worship),
Gifts (striving toward the tithe), Service and Witness.
Knowledge of the UMC Structure (training as we go).
Faith-filled, positive and ability to look toward the future.
Able to look at the big picture of the OVERALL direction of the church and not be overly
focused on individual ministries.
Radical transparency.
Ability to work as a team.
Excellent communication skills.
Striving toward perfection of love and grace.
Full member of the church.
Here are your 2020 Church Council Representatives:
Church Council Chair – Greg Loser
Recording Secretary – Scott Bagwell
Senior Pastor – Barbara Aziz
Volunteer Pastor – Dawn Baird (non-voting)
Lay Leader – Ken Brumfield
Staff Parish Relations Committee Representatives: Royce Simmonds (chair), Nancy
Dorsey and Scott Schmitz
Trustees Representatives: Keith Holm, Becky Davidson and Debbie Porter
Finance Representatives: Bill Swint (chair), Elizabeth Friesenhahn and Ryan Kwait
United Methodist Women President – Luanne Schuetze
Preschool Director – Michelle DeLeo
Lay Delegate – Pat Gathright

Lent and Easter
Day by Day - A Lenten Series
During the Lenten season, we will focus on the events of Holy Week—aka the Passion of Christ. We will
freeze-frame important moments from the last week of Jesus' mortal life, allowing us to imagine ourselves in the middle of the action. What does each day of Jesus’ last week on earth mean for us, how do
we discover our own place in this Passion drama, and how does each day make us stronger and better
disciples of Jesus Christ?
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, February 26. Here are some ways to receive your ashes. You are
welcome at all the services.
9:15 a.m.
A brief service with the preschool children and parents.
12 noon
A lunch-time service with ashes and Holy Communion.
Ashes to Go – location to be determined.
7:00 p.m.
An evening service with ashes and Holy Communion.
Calendar for Holy Week:
Sunday, April 5, we will have ONE WORSHIP SERVICE at 10:00 a.m. for Palm/Passion Sunday and
celebrate with an Easter Cantata combining all our musical talents. A potluck will follow.
Holy Thursday, April 9, 6:30 p.m.
Good Friday, April 10, 6:30 p.m.
Easter Sunday Worship: 7 a.m. Sunrise with Youth, 8:45 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. We will have an Easter
Egg Hunt between the services.
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Bracken United Methodist Women had
a great 2019, and 2020 is starting off
the same! We had 21 great women at
our January meeting!

UMW 2019 Christmas Party

Our meetings are held the 2nd Thursday of the month at 11 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. We
start off with lunch and fellowship. We then have a program, usually a guest speaker from a
local mission, and follow with a short business meeting.
I invite all women of Bracken to join us. You are welcome to participate in any part of UMW
that fits your needs or schedule. If you don’t have time to stay for a program or meeting,
just come for lunch. (We have several who do that.) If Thursdays don’t work for you, join us
in our fellowship events, or help with our two rummage sales each year. Come when you
can, stay as long as you like.
Our next meeting is Thursday, February 13th at 11 a.m. We will also be in the kitchen
preparing and serving dinner to WOW on February 5th. And . . . our Spring rummage sale is
Saturday, March 28th. I would love to see you at any or all!
Please watch your bulletin, email and newsletter for
other activities and any schedule changes.
Luanne Schuetze
2020 UMW President
Luanne1205@gmail.com
UMW Installation of Officers for 2020

“The Bible in Today’s World” Sunday School Class – New Focus
Have you decided to read the Bible more this year, but the thought of it scares you? Have
you read the Bible to find answers, only to be more confused than when you started?
Does the thought of discussing the Bible with others whose opinions differ from yours
make you sweat? Are there things about the Bible that concern you, like God’s judgment
and wrath and violence? We feel your pain. That’s why we are now offering a new focus
for “The Bible in Today’s World” Sunday School.
This Bible 101 opportunity is a way to get a basic understanding of the nature and content
of the Bible and to learn how to read the Bible to discern the voice of God. It is not a
course to-end-all-courses, but a launching pad for a lifetime of enjoyment and growth from
reading the Bible. This is open to everyone, from novice to lifelong learner. Come join us
each Sunday morning at 10:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
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Prayer Shawl Ministry:
God has wonderfully blessed the
Prayer Shawl Ministry this past year.
The shawls created have traveled
near (with our church family,
community and state) and far (WI,
NY, CA).
The shawls have brought comfort
due to illness, death, medical
treatments, surgeries and car
accidents. Shawls also were
presented to celebrate significant
birthdays. New parents received
baby blankets to celebrate the birth
of their child. This ministry touches
and comforts many people, known
and unknown to those who diligently
knit and crochet, following God’s
Word to “use a talent for others” ...
Psalms 90:17.
Our membership changes each year as friends outside our church family are participating in this
ministry either by their presence or completed shawls. Donations of yarn and money have
provided continued resources for a steady supply of yarn and supplies. Our fellowship has
drawn us closer through sharing and caring, devotions and, of course, yummy treats. Please
join us for a time of fellowship on the fourth Tuesday of every month from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
If you or you know someone who can be comforted with a shawl, contact one of our Pastors, the
church office or a prayer shawl member.
Blessings, Pat Helmken, Chair

ehelmken@satx.rr.com

Vision Statement: Psalm 90:17
Mission Statement: Philippians 2:2

Shannon Maryfield made the Schertz Magazine on
a trip to Kenai Fjords National Park in Alaska!

Senior Ministry meets for food, fun, and
fellowship the 2nd Tuesday each month at
11 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Come and
join this active group!
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CHURCH SECURITY FOCUS:
Background: After the Sutherland Springs Church massacre two years ago, the Trustees
convened a Security committee to evaluate BUMC security and upgrade options. Members:
Steve Rice, Ken Brumfield and Scott Schmitz.
In concert with Pastor Chris Bistline, we and others met with the Comal County Sheriffs and
attended an in-depth briefing by the Seguin PD. We also coordinated with Amanda Hamilton
who had recently received a briefing at JBSA Lackland, including Active Shooter Training.
We then evaluated options for securing a room in each of the primary 'threat' areas: Fellowship
Hall Pantry and the Education Building corner storage room (least windows, most walls).
We invited providers of bullet-resistant and bullet-proof panels, and glass-coverings (to obscure
inward visibility). We then prepared options and provided those to the Trustees (PhySec BUMC
Options 6-10-18, Run-Hide-Fight guidance), and held briefings for staff and Preschool.
Those who are armed for the protection of our neighbors recommend that the congregation be
more proactive for our own security. If you would like to join the ad-hoc BUMC Security Team,
please advise of your CCL status and contact one of the three members noted above. We
welcome your support and dedication to the protection of all who attend our Church and events.
WHAT THE CONGREGATION AT LARGE SHOULD KNOW AND DO: Look up the Ft. Worth
Church of Christ event, and observe what this congregation did for their own protection:
FIRST: They ducked, pulled their neighbors and children down, and stayed out of the line of
fire, allowing the Security Team to act.
SECOND: After the very quick action by the Team leader, there were at least five other armed
team members - poised to follow-up from the initial shots. There was no chaos… There was
competent action taken, and competent and ready backup in place - prepared to follow up.
Thank you,
Your Security Team Members
More Information is available from Church Administrator or Steve at judithadabelle@aol.com

Bracken Mamas at their Christmas Party.
What a fun group !

Marine, Spencer Schmitz, and
his proud family.

Bracken Brief

Page 8

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES:

Happy New Year Bracken Families! I’d like to take this newsletter opportunity to tell you
how thankful I am for you. I thank God for placing us at Bracken together to do great
things in His name, grow spiritually, and have fun fellowship with one another. Let’s aim
to make this an amazing year together, sharing the love of Jesus with all we meet!
Wild on Wednesdays for Jesus (WOW) resumed January 8th, from 6-7:30 p.m., and
continues weekly until summer break. We focus on small series that relate to the
season of life around us; we would love for Kinder through 5th grade to join us!
Mark your calendar! On February 12th, all children and youth families are invited to go
“caroling” or singing with us to Sodalis Assisted Living, FM
2252. We want this to be a whole family, joyous outing; we
promise this will be the highlight of your week, maybe month!
Spring Break: children and youth go to the zoo!!! More info to
come! Plan to join the wild fun!
I invite you to join in on all children’s ministry activities. We can
do more together!
Nicole Powell, Children’s Ministries Director - Preschool &
Church Liaison *New Email: children@brackenumc.org
www.brackenumc.org

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS!

Carolyn & son James Chandler

Patty Jobe

Melanie (Mel) Aranda 6th;

Don and Karen Weiss
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BRACKEN UMC YOUTH MINISTRY
Welcome to all youth (grades 6-12) and families!
The youth ministry of Bracken UMC exists to grow the faith of youth
in our community so that they may serve and lead as disciples.

Things are in full swing with our youth ministry in this new year. As
a church we have decided that our vision is to Love all, Grow
disciples, and Serve community. We also talked about how we
want to strengthen the relationship between youth ministry and the
congregation as a whole.
We are doing so by contributing what we can
to give to those in need. Every month this year we will have a
different mission focus that allows us to participate in acts of
service.
During February we will be collecting soup and canned goods, and
in March we will be collecting candy to fill Easter eggs. In February
we will also have a caroling event on the 12th, a second winter
retreat opportunity, a Christian concert and a Souper bowl party.
In March we will be having a family zoo day and our
rummage sale. These events will allow us to be in
fellowship with those in our church and community and
allow for deep, meaningful connections to be made.
We are also exploring how we encounter the teachings of
Jesus in our day-to-day lives and in the media by
engaging with modern media and understanding how it
can be a tool to bring us closer to Him.
These events, in conjunction with our weekly lessons and
church involvement, will help us to grow disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world.
Your Youth Director, Allison Nichols
youth@brackenumc.org

Youth at Mid-Winter enjoying fellowship and team
building with other youth!

We love when our children and youth help at
the Food Bank when school is not in session.

The Weekly Youth Update email is our
primary means of communication. Contact
Allison if you would like to be added to this
email list. For brief text updates, join our
Remind group using code @brackeny, and
follow @brackenyouth on Instagram!
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Ministry Moments
Leadership Council
Planning Session

Remember Your Baptism

Our awesome men putting up new
banners. You are welcome here!

Church-wide
Christmas Cantata

General Fund Finances as of December 31, 2019

2019 Conference Apportionments
Mission Budget for 2019
$47,501.00
$390,388.00 BUMC Giving to date
$-47,501.00
0.00
$374,888.00 BUMC Remaining Payments

Year-to-Date

Actual Giving
Actual Expenses

Thank You for Giving – We know you have a lot of choices in your giving.
Thank you for supporting the mission and ministries of Bracken UMC.
You are the hands and feet of Christ.

February/March 2020 Ministries
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February
Feb 2 – Youth Super Bowl Party, Keith’s house
Feb 3rd, 10th, & 17th – Women’s Bible Study 11:15 am
Feb 4th – Registration for Preschool begins for current families
Feb 5th –Gospel Men practice weekly at 2:30 pm
Feb 5th – WOW and Youth meet weekly at 6 pm
Feb 5th– Choir Practice weekly at 7:pm
Feb 5th, 12th, & 19th – Women’s Bible Study 5:30 pm
Feb 6th – Handbells practice weekly at 4:30 pm
Feb 6th –Contemporary Praise Team practice weekly at 6:30 pm
Feb 7th – Parent Night Out
Thank you to our newsletter folders.
Feb 9th – Scouting Sunday
(Otherwise known as the Holy Folders)
th
th
Feb 10 & 24 – Bracken Mamas 9 am
We couldn’t get this publication finished
Feb 11th – Senior Ministry 11 am
without your help.
Feb 11th – 14th – PK3 Rodeo Show
Feb 12th – Youth and Children caroling 6-7:30 pm
Feb 13th – UMW luncheon and meeting 11 am
Feb 14th–16th – Youth Midwinter Retreat
Feb 18th – Church Council 6:30 pm
Feb 22nd – Church Workday 9 am
Feb 25th – Shawl Ministry 10 am
Feb 26th – Ash Wednesday - Preschool 9:15,
noon, and 7 pm services
Feb 26th – Food Bank at Pickrell Park
March
March 1st – Beginning of Lent
March 2nd & March 4th – New Women’s Bible Study begins
March 3 – Preschool registration opens to the community
March 3rd – Spikey Mikey – Preschool program
March 9th – 13th – Preschool closed for Spring Break
March 11th – No WOW or Youth
March 12th – UMW meeting 11 am
March 9th & 23rd – Bracken Mamas 9 am
March 10th – Senior Ministry 11 am
March 19th – 20th – St. Jude’s Trike-a-Thon
March 24th –Shawl Ministry 10 am
March 25th – Food Bank at Pickrell Park
March 25th – Newsletter fold 11 am
March 28th – Rummage Sale (set up 24th – 27th)
March 30th – April 2nd – Scholastic Book Fair
Coming Soon:
April 5th - Palm Sunday - Cantata
1 service at 10 am
Potluck following worship
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Bracken United Methodist Church
Rev. Barbara Aziz
20377 FM 2252
San Antonio, TX 78266-2615
Office: 830-606-6717
Preschool: 830-624-1429
Email: Admin@brackenumc.org
Website: www.brackenumc.org
Facebook: BrackenUMC & Preschool
Office Hours:
Mon. Tues. Thurs. 9 - 3 p.m.
Wed. 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.
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Come and Worship with Us!
Sunday Morning
8:45 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship
10:15 a.m. ~ Sunday School for all ages

9:45 a.m. ~ Breakfast for all
11:15 a.m. ~ Contemporary Worship

FREE Childcare Provided
Church Staff
Senior Pastor ~ Reverend Barbara Aziz, pastor@brackenumc.org
Volunteer Associate Pastor ~ Rev. Dawn Baird, revdawn62@gmail.com
Church Administrator/Pianist ~ Janie Franz, admin@brackenumc.org
Children’s Ministry Director ~ Nicole Powell, children@brackenumc.org
Youth Director ~ Allison Nichols, youth@brackenumc.org
Music Ministries Director ~ Kathy Roden, music@brackenumc.org
Contemporary Music Director ~ Kyle Lanford, kmlmusic@yahoo.com
Preschool Director ~ Michelle DeLeo, preschool@brackenumc.org
Bookkeeper ~ Marilyn May, finance@brackenumc.org
Volunteer Media ~ Ryan Kwait and Steve Rice

