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BRACKEN BRIEF 

Dear Church Friends,  
Thank you for welcoming me so warmly to Bracken! I am so grateful to be in ministry with you all. In just 
the month of July, this is what I’ve observed: 
 

 Because of you, we were able to spread the message of Jesus to 170 children through VBS!  

 Because of you, the Youth Group is rocking and rolling, having attended the Youth Camp and actively 
volunteered with the VBS! 

 Because of you, we served 345 people with 36 volunteers through the San Antonio Food Bank! The 
next distribution date at Pickrell Park is September 25. 

 Because of you, we were able to give the Randolph Area Christian Assistance Program (RACAP) 
$1,114 for the month of July!  

 Because of you, the United Methodist Men collected $476 for The Holding Institute in Laredo to serve 
migrant families!  

 Because of you, the Bracken Preschool has been serving children all summer long! I was tasked by 
the church to help make connections between the church and the school. I cannot do it alone.  

 Because of you, the Prayer Shawl ministry gave out 35 shawls and two baby blankets, letting the 
community know that they have been prayed over! Prayer squares are available in worship for anyone 
to take and share the love.  

 Because of you, items for Flood Buckets have been and 
continue to be collected!  

 Because of you, the United Methodist Women are collecting 
items for the upcoming Rummage Sale on September 21, 
where all the proceeds will go back toward their mission. As a 
result, three $500 scholarships were awarded in July to 
deserving congregants!  

 Because of you, we are also preparing to welcome the 
community to our “World Famous” Pumpkin Patch, where we 
will be unloading the first round of pumpkins on September 24!  

 Because of you, we are blessed with a highly capable staff who 
love this church and love being in ministry with each of you!  

 
 

And, that’s just in ONE MONTH! God is SO GOOD and you should 
be very proud of everything you do for the Kingdom of God in our 
midst! We are humbly in awe of these blessings from God! I can’t 
wait to see what God has in store for us over the next months and 
years of shared ministry together!  
 

My door is open to you!  
 
 

God’s grace and peace to you!  
Pastor Barbara Aziz 
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Church Council Reorganization Information Meeting 
 

More and more churches are turning toward a model of church organization called the Single Board 
Model. I explained a bit about it at the July Church Council meeting. Those present wanted to hear more 
details, so Randy Loveless, an active lay person from Bulverde UMC has graciously agreed to come and 
share more on September 12 at 6:30 p.m. EVERYONE is invited to come and listen to this model that 
allows for more mission and ministry to take place. Please let me know if you have any questions 
beforehand. Pastor Barbara 
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Bracken Children’s Team Mission Statement 

Together we will dream, plan, and implement ministry opportunities designed to further the faith and 

spiritual growth of our children, their families, and our neighbors.  We will foster an environment that 

provides continuity, respect and awareness of differences for all who choose to serve our children. 

What a great summer we had here at Bracken Preschool!   

 

The children enjoyed Joy Camp and Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) – what a wonderful place this is to feel 
God’s love.  Some of our teachers attended the Frog 
Street Conference for Early Childhood Professionals 
and had a wonderful time learning new things to bring 
back to BUMP.   

The classrooms at the preschool are bubbling over with 
over 200 children enrolled for this school year.   

The preschool is an active ministry of the church whose 
mission is to be a place where children and families 
feel welcome; where children grow spiritually, 
emotionally, and intellectually; and where God’s 
presence can be felt.  
 

Blessings,  

Michelle DeLeo, Director 

 

Tips for the Home:  Feeling Good About Sports 

 

Participating in sports can build your child up…or drag 
them down.  Make athletics a positive experience for 
your youngster(s) with these strategies: 

 Keep games in perspective.  At this age, sports 
should be about having fun and developing skills.   

 Encourage them to set goals – but make sure the goals are realistic.   

 Concentrate on the friends s/he is making and the effort s/he is putting forth. 

Bracken Preschool 
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United Methodist Men 
All men of Bracken and their guests are welcome to participate in the United Methodist 
Men (UMM). UMM cooks pancakes and sausages for fellowship on 4th Sundays. Helpers 
are welcome at 9:15 a.m. Donations collected go into the BUMC Members’ Emergency 
Fund. Thank you, Bracken!  Ryan Powell, President                      
 

The Randolph Area Christian Assistance Program (RACAP) sends a big “Thank You” to 
everyone involved in Bracken VBS for all the peanut butter, jelly, toothbrushes, and 
toothpaste. Because of your generosity, every child in our Back-to-School Program will 
receive a dental kit to go with their school supplies. Each month RACAP needs over 100 
jars of peanut butter and 100 jars of jelly to meet the demands. Thank you for helping us 
meet the needs.          

Speaking of the Back-to-School Program, this year we have helped 79 families for a total of 
165 children at this newsletter deadline. We had fewer applications this year since we are 
not providing shoes.  We hope to find a new supplier for shoes to work with us before next 
year.      

This summer has been very busy at RACAP with a steady stream of clients needing 
assistance.  Most days there is a line outside waiting for us to open. The hot weather has 
led to very high utility bills, and many families are struggling to pay them. Children are out of 
school for the summer and are not receiving their free breakfasts and lunches. These 
families are turning to RACAP for help, and God always provides what we need through His 
churches. Just when our pantry shelves look bare or our funds start getting low, donations 
come in, and all needs are met.      

Last month RACAP helped 139 families for a total of 406 people.  We fed 311 people from 
our food pantry; helped 43 families who were in danger of being evicted pay their rent; 
helped 4 people purchase their prescribed medications; and helped 55 families pay 
overdue utility bills. Thank you for your monetary donations.            

Please remember RACAP, its clients and volunteers in your prayers.  Sometimes the 
demands for our services seem overwhelming, but God always provides what we need and 
gives us patience under pressure. When you are shopping for your family, please buy a 
couple of extra food items for RACAP’s pantry. RACAP is in urgent need of canned fruit at 
this time! The shelf is almost empty. We are also very low on spaghetti sauce and 
toilet paper. Please spread the word! Other needs include: Jell-O, canned tomato 
products, rice, dish soap, shampoo & conditioner, laundry detergent, and bars of bath 
soap. Monetary donations are sincerely appreciated.  

You can place them in the blue plastic RACAP container inside the pantry of the fellowship 
hall, and I will take them to RACAP.  Or you may want to deliver the food to RACAP 
yourself and take a tour. RACAP is located at 307 Pfeil Street in Schertz and is open from 1 
– 3 p.m. Monday thru Friday. Visit our website at www.racap.org.     

Thank you for helping RACAP show God’s love to those in need.          

Elaine Smith, Your RACAP Representative, cherokeetx@satx.rr.com  

Weekly Church Emails                                 
Church emails go out each day to advise of the latest prayers and announcements. If you’d 
like to be added, please call the church office or send via email. Also, if you’d like to receive 
the monthly newsletter via mail or be taken off the mailer list, please contact the church office 
at (830) 606-6717 or admin@brackenumc.org 

RACAP and You 
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Cotton Candy was delicious 

Crafts were fun… and 
challenging 

Nicole and Lauren were 
our MC’s 

VBS Group opening each morning 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS) WAS A “BLAST!!!” 

Games were great fun!!! 

Page 4 

Some of us had fun 
behind the scenes as 

well. 
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The rummage sale shed is full!  Please bring your donations to the Fellowship Hall Wednesday, 
September 18.  Please help us by following these guidelines: 

* No TVs         * No Bulky Monitors         * No Old Computers         * No Mattresses 

* No Old Printers - unless you know it works         * No Baby/Child Car Seats 

* Mark all electronics as to whether or not they work & include your name in case we have questions 

* Please do not donate clothes or items that smell, are dirty, mildewed, or bug-infested  

* No sales before Saturday   

THANK YOU! 
 

 All women of Bracken are welcome & 
encouraged to participate in any part of 
United Methodist Women that fits their needs 
or schedule: meetings, lunch, fellowship 
events, rummage sale help, etc. Meetings are 
held the 2nd Thursday of each month at 
11:00am & begin with a light lunch & 
fellowship, followed by a short program & a 
business meeting.  Please watch your bulletin, 
email, & newsletter for other activities & any 
schedule changes. 
 

Luanne Schuetze 

2019 UMW President 

Luanne1205@gmail.com 

  

 
 

 Rummage Sale!!! 

The Main Event 

Saturday, September 21, 8:00am - 12:00pm 

The Exciting Unloading of the Shed 

Tuesday, September 17, 6:00 - 8:00pm 

Adults, youth, & pickups needed 

Refreshments served 

The Awe-Inspiring Sorting & Pricing of the Treasures 

Wednesday - Friday, September 18 - 20, 9:00am - 5:00pm 

The Last Hurray -  

Packing up the leftovers & loading the Arms of Hope truck 

Saturday, 12:00pm 

In July, the UMW got to make stained 
glass ornaments.   

Winners of UMW $500 
Mildred Vordenbaum Scholarships: 

 

Kaitlyn Anderson 
(attending University of Mary-Hardin Baylor: Christian Studies degree) 

Kaylee Jobe 
(attending UTSA: Creative Writing degree) 

Abigail Gordy 
(attending Wayland Baptist University: Nurse Practitioner degree) 



Bracken Brief Page 6 

Prayer Shawl Ministry:  
 

Pocket Squares:  A pattern was found several 
years ago for a small 3”x5” knitted framed cross. 
Easy to take with to put in a pocket or purse, 
light weight to carry and fits easily in a card for 
mailing. Given or taken by anyone who would 
like a reminder that Jesus died for us on the 
cross.  Multiple colors are available in small 
baskets at each door, please feel free to take 
one. 
 

We welcomed Pastor Barbara with a prayer 
shawl, made especially for her. The shawl 
traveled around to the knitters, and the non-knitters added fringe, made a clay cross and a 
beautifully made and signed card was presented to her at a combined Prayer Shawl Meeting 
and a Cottage Meeting. 
 

From January to August, thirty-seven prayer shawls were requested to be given for comfort for 
health or illness challenges or the passing of a family member. If you know or are aware of 
anyone needing comfort, contact the church office or a prayer shawl member for a prayer shawl 
or a new baby blankets. 
 

Join us for a time of togetherness and fellowship the fourth 
Tuesday of each month, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 

Blessings, Pat Helmken, Chair 

ehelmken@satx.rr.com  

Vision Statement:  Psalm 90:17    

Senior Ministry meets for food, fun, and 
fellowship the 2

nd 
Tuesday each month at 

11 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Come and 
join this active group! 

Welcome  new members, 
Shannon Maryfield-Lamb 
and son, Hayden Lamb. 
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The Pumpkins are Coming! The Pumpkins are Coming!  

Beginning September 24th, the church will turn a little more orange...not because the leaves of 
the trees are reacting to the autumn season but because the first load of pumpkins will arrive for 
the Bracken UMC pumpkin patch!  For many families in our local area, the time-honored 
tradition of the pumpkin patch is a signal that fall has officially arrived in the Garden Ridge/
Schertz/Cibolo area. The proceeds earned by the pumpkin sales not only provide and support 
various ministries and missions at Bracken, but we have also used pumpkin patch funds to help 
struggling families within our neighboring communities.   

In addition to pumpkin sales, each weekend throughout the month of October will feature special 
events.  Our kick-off weekend on October 5-6 will include a pet blessing, pet parade, pet 
adoptions by local shelters and much more.  Information on the other weekends will be released 
soon so keep an eye out for articles on our social media pages, emails and Sunday bulletins.   

Over the years, the popularity of our pumpkin patch has grown, and we are now known as “the 
Pumpkin Patch Church”.  Observing the bright eyes of a pre-school child picking the perfect 
pumpkin, watching parents take photos of their tiny baby’s first pumpkin patch visit and seeing 
families grinning ear to ear are just a some of the reasons why our volunteers love the time they 
spend in the patch among the pumpkins, hay bales, scarecrows and happy visitors. We need 
YOU to continue being known as the “Pumpkin Patch Church”. So, look at your calendar and 
find a day or two where you can come and meet our neighbors! We need volunteers to help with 
unloading the pumpkins on September 24 at 4:00 pm and then throughout the weekdays and 
weekends of October.  For more information, call the church at (830) 606-6717 or email Amanda 
Hamilton at satx.landlady@gmail.com  
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES:   
 

OUR BIG EVENT— FALL FEST: Fall Festival is Saturday, October 19, 4 - 6 pm 

We are excited for our re-vamped games and attractions coming this year!  We will 

have 15 new fun games, the “Sweet Treat” walk, a silent auction, food vendors, Patch 

excitement, and more.  Volunteers will be needed in all areas.  

Candy and individual-sized baked goods donations will be appreciated. 
 

Children’s Ministries: 
 

W.O.W. - “Wild on Wednesdays for Jesus” resumes September 4  with dinner at 6 p.m., 

followed by fellowship, fun, and a Biblical-based lesson that concludes at 7:30 p.m.   

All children Kinder through 5
th
 grade are invited. 

 

Children’s Choir (K-5
th 

grade) will resume Wednesday, September 11, at 5:15 p.m. in 

the Sanctuary with Miss Kathy.  

  

Mark your calendar for our 4
th
 Annual Day of Service on September 14!   

There will be ministries and mission projects for all ages to help and serve in.   

Children are MORE than welcome! 
 

God bless you, 

Nicole Powell, Director 
                                                 

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERIES 
Sept. 15 is National Back to Church Sunday. Instead of Sunday School, we will 
have a Ministry Fair in the Fellowship Hall. It’s the perfect time to invite everyone 
you know to Bracken, the church we all love!  
On Sept. 22, we begin a new 6 week sermon series, titled…wait for it… “How Big 
is Your BUT?” We tend to say “yes Lord,” followed by a “but,” that is filled with 
fear and uncertainty. God tells us instead that we are to live in faith and not fear. 
Join us!  
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BRACKEN UMC YOUTH MINISTRY 
Welcome to all youth (grades 6-12) and families!  

The youth ministry of Bracken UMC exists to grow the faith of youth  

in our community so that they may serve and lead as disciples. 

Upcoming Events:  1st UMYF is 9/1  and Youth Sunday is 10/27. 

The Weekly Youth Update email is our primary means of communication. Contact Allison if you 
would like to be added to this email list. For brief text updates, join our Remind group using 
code @brackeny, and follow @brackenyouth on Instagram! 

The Start of Something New 
Summer was chock-full of events that strengthened our relationships with Christ and with the 
church. Mission trip, camp, and VBS were just some of the opportunities that the youth 
participated in, which promoted discipleship and community. 

The beginning of a new school year brings us many new adventures, as well as the start of 
regularly scheduled UMYF programming. However, there are some changes to be noted. We will 
meet from 6 - 7:30 p.m. rather than 6 - 8 as we’ve done previously. Also, we are changing the 
curriculum. After much thought and prayerful conversation, it 
was determined that at this time the Orange study is not the 
right fit for our ministry. Below is a picture of “The Apprentice 
Series” which we will be starting in September. It focuses on 
what it means to have faith and what it looks like to live out 
your faith. 

We will create opportunities where we can be the hands and 
feet of Jesus in our circles of influence. One such way of 
doing this is the upcoming Pumpkin Patch. This will be a 
chance for our church members to grow closer to one another 
and our community through discussion and interaction with 
children, youth and adults visiting our patch.  

Lastly, we are looking to form deeper lasting relationships 

with our brothers and sisters here at Bracken through 

intentional intergenerational ministry. We want you to be a 

part of our ministry! We look forward to learning with and 

from you as we run the race set before us. Please contact me 

for more details on how you can get involved. 

Your Youth Director, 

Allison Nichols 
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September Birthdays 
 

Antuna, Jonathan            1  
Antuna, Isaac                   1  
Porter, Debbie                 1  
Patterson, Wayne           2  
McRill, Andrew                 3  
Rose, Kim                         4  
Brumfield, Beate              5  
Pardue, Jack                    5  
Rose, Kassidy                  5  
Reeh, Lloyd                      7  
Johnson, Clarence          8  
Adams, Brooklyn          12  
Haney, Ed                       12  
Kwait, Ryan                    13  
Anderson, Jay              14  
Jobe, Randall                14  
Jagge, Forrest               15  
Schulmeier, Samantha  15  
Gordy, Barbara              16  
Simmonds, Debra          17  
Harris, Kim                    18  
Stains, Rick                   18  
Covington, Shera         19  
Maryfield-Lamb, Shannon    19 

Cantu, Roslyn               20  
Schulmeier, Nathan      27  
Mueller, Griffin              28  
Howell, Jerry                 29  
Smith, Elaine                  30 
 

 

Thank You for Giving – We know you have a lot of choices in your giving. Thank 
you for supporting the mission and ministries of Bracken UMC. You are the 
hands and feet of Christ.  

September Anniversaries 

 

Stehle, Wilford & Grace          5            

Hackard, Jim & Sandra           7                         

Howell, Jerry & Donna          10                     

Reeh, Lloyd & Linda              11                     

Wuest, Kevin & Jill                11                     

Davidson, Michael & Becky  14                      

Rice, Steve & Judith              23 

                   

October Anniversaries 

Berkley, Joe & Estella            2                    

Powell, Ryan & Nicole          20                  

Fleming, Bob & Cindy          28                   

      Finances as of 7/31/19 Capital Campaign III Contrib. 

Amount Pledged             $501,700 

Amount Collected     $401,545 

Amount (not pledged)       $31,983 

Vivian Trust Money Mkt $164,729 

CASH AVAILABLE     $594,095 

Loan/Amount Avail.     $394,116 

TOTAL AVAILABLE     $988,211 

Cornerstone as of 
7/31/19 2019 

  Month Year-to- 

Date 

Offerings  $39,313 $209,174 

Expenses   $25,918 $206,822 

   $2,352 Ahead (Behind)  $13,395 

Thank You 
Thank you to the following families for donating 
memorial funds to repair the church’s steeple: 

 
Fred Hensley 

James Bindseil 

October Birthdays 
 

Bacon, LaDonna        2  
Schuetze, Regan            3  
Mueller, Bobby           5  
Hamilton, Amanda         6  
Langston, Darlene     6 
Stephens, Dawn            8  
Stehle, Susan          12  
Garcia, Ariana          13  
Jagge, Theron            21  
Schmitz, Tami            23  
Bacon, Jackson Ross  25  
Harris, Terry                26  
Wuest, Kathy             26  
Helmken, Erv              27  
Rice, Judith                27 
Lamb, Hayden            28 
Gathright, Jim    30 
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SUNDAY 9/1 10 am Worship only with Picnic following 
9/2 Labor Day – Office Closed 
9/3 Preschool begins, 9 am-2 pm (Mon-Fri weekly) 
9/3 & 10/1 Trustees meeting, 6:30 pm 
9/4 Men’s Gospel Group practice, 2:30 pm (weekly) 
9/4 Children’s Choir practice, 5:15 pm (weekly) 
9/4 “WOW (Wild on Wednesdays for Jesus)” Children’s Ministry, 6-7:30 pm (weekly) 
9/4 Youth Ministry returns, 6-7:30 pm (weekly) 
9/4 “Joyful Noise” Adult Choir practice, 7-8:30 pm (weekly) 
9/4 Youth Music practice, 7:30-8 pm (weekly)  
9/5 Handbells Music practice, 1:30-3 pm (weekly) 
9/5 Eagle Scout Review Board, 5-9:30 pm (weekly)   
9/5 Contemporary Music Practice, 6:30-8:30 pm (weekly) 
9/5 & 9/19, 10/3 & 10/17 Scouts Venturing Crew 804, 7-9 pm 
9/6 Contemplative Prayer Service, 9-9:45 am (weekly) 
9/7 & 10/5 “Maintaining God’s House” Church Work Day in Pumpkin Patch, 8:30 am 
9/8 Church-wide Ice Cream Social, 5 pm 
9/9 Bracken Staff Meeting, 10 am (weekly) 
9/9 & 9/16, 10/7 & 10/21 Bracken Mamas, 9 am -11 am  
9/9 Women’s Bible Study (morning offering) begins, 11:15 am-1:15 pm (weekly) 
9/9 Scout Troop 828, 7:30-8:30 pm (weekly) 
9/10 & 10/8 Senior Ministry, 11 am – 2 pm 
9/10 & 10/8 Bracken United Methodist Men (BUMMS) Steak Out, 6:30 pm 
9/11 Women’s Bible Study (evening offering) begins, 5:30-7:30 pm (weekly) 
9/12 Care Team, 10 am 
9/12, 10/10 United Methodist Women (UMW) Meeting, 11 am 
9/12 Church Council Reorganization Information Meeting, 6:30 pm-All are invited.  
9/14 Day of Service, 9 am until we finish 
SUNDAY 9/15 National Back to Church, Ministry Fair instead of Sunday School 
9/21 UMW Rummage Sale, 8 am-12 pm 
9/24 & 10/22 Prayer Shawl Ministry, 10 am-1 pm 
9/24, 10/8 & 10/15 PUMPKIN UNLOADING, 5 pm 
9/25 & 10/23 SA Food Bank Ministry, Pickrell Park, 8:30-11 am 
10/5 Pet Blessing at the Patch, 10 am 
10/15 Finance Meeting, 6:30 pm 
10/19 Fall Fest, 4-6 pm 
10/22 Church Council, 6:30 pm 
10/23 Newsletter Fold, 11 am-12 noon 
 



Page 12 September/October 2019 

Come and Worship with Us! 

Church Staff 

Senior Pastor ~  Reverend Barbara Aziz, pastor@brackenumc.org 

Volunteer Associate Pastor ~ Rev. Dawn Baird, revdawn62@gmail.com 

Church Administrator/Pianist ~ Janie Franz, admin@brackenumc.org 

Children’s Ministry Director ~  Nicole Powell, children@brackenumc.org 

Youth Director ~   Allison Nichols, youth@brackenumc.org 

Music Ministries ~  Kathy Roden, music@brackenumc.org 

Contemporary Music ~ Kyle Lanford, kmlmusic@yahoo.com 

Preschool Director ~ Michelle DeLeo, preschool@brackenumc.org 

Bookkeeper ~  Marilyn May, finance@brackenumc.org 

Special Projects ~Steve Rice  

Sunday Morning 
8:45 a.m. ~   Traditional Worship                 9:45 a.m. ~   Breakfast for all   

10:15 a.m. ~ Sunday School for  all ages        11:15 a.m. ~ Contemporary Worship 

FREE Childcare Provided 

Non-Profit Org 

US Postage Paid 

Schertz, TX 

Permit #4 

September/October 
Newsletter 

Bracken United Methodist Church                                               

Rev. Barbara Aziz 

20377 FM 2252 

San Antonio, TX  78266-2615 

Office: 830-606-6717 

Preschool: 830-624-1429 

Email: Admin@brackenumc.org 

Website: www.brackenumc.org 

Facebook: BrackenUMC & Preschool 

Office Hours:  

Mon. Tues. Thurs. 9 - 3 p.m. 

Wed. 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

 

Return Service Requested 


