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BRACKEN BRIEF
Vision: Glorifying God by living the Christian faith and Growing God's Kingdom.

Look! I’m doing a new thing;
now it sprouts up; don’t you recognize it? Isaiah 43:19
Hello New Friends!
I am excited to serve as your pastor beginning July 1! As I’ve shared the news of
my appointment to Bracken, I’ve heard nothing but positive things from so many! I
understand that transitions can be difficult. Many of you will miss Pastor Chris as she
will miss you. She and I are dear friends and she has told me how proud she is of your
shared ministry together.
I believe that when both the laity and clergy are empowered to use their Godgiven gifts, then Christ becomes more alive for all. I have a passion for preaching and
teaching and pastoral care. I appreciate the gift of God’s grace and unconditional love
that God has shown me and so I strive to make sure that ALL people know that God
loves them too.
In this Issue:
Matthew 22:34-40 is the lens through which I
read the Bible as well as try to live my life. Jesus says that the greatest
Bracken Preschool
2
commandment is to love God with all our heart, soul and mind and to
Tips for the Home
2
love our neighbor as we love ourselves.
3
I received my Master of Divinity from Austin Seminary in 2006. RACAP and You
My ordained ministry appointments include: One year at FUMC, Luling RACAP Pantry Needs
3
as a student pastor during my last year of seminary. Three years at
United Methodist Men
3
FUMC, Bishop as a solo pastor. Four years at Kyle UMC as a senior
pastor. Six years at Bulverde UMC as an associate pastor. I have loved
Thank You for Giving
3
and appreciated each church!
Adult Spiritual Formation
4
I was born and raised in El Campo, Texas into a large and loud,
4
Czech and Catholic family and have enjoyed living in the Hill Country on Preschool Happenings
and off since 1986. I have always felt called to ministry but it wasn’t until United Methodist Women
5
I began attending First UMC in San Marcos and encountered my first
Senior Ministry Pic’s
5
female pastor, that I realized that this could be a possibility. From birth,
the church has always been instrumental in helping me shape my
Prayer Shawl Ministry
6
ministry.
Farewell to Pastor Chris & Russell
6
I am blessed to be married for 21 years to Karim who works for
Texas Parks and Wildlife in San Marcos as a cartographer, a mapper of
Building on our Cornerstone
7
Texas rivers and streams. Even though he is not Methodist, you’ll
Stories behind the Hymn
7
probably see him occasionally. He is a wonderful supporter of my
Disciple Bible Study
7
ministry and his love of Christ inspires me every day. We live in New
Braunfels near Landa Park. When we married, I became a mom to his
Children’s Ministries
8
three young sons. Now all grown and living in Austin, we’ve added two
9
beautiful daughters in law and ONE PERFECT GRANDSON who is the Bracken Youth Ministry
light of our lives. I enjoy spending time with my family and friends,
Birthdays & Anniversaries
10
sharing food and playing games. I also love camping, hiking, canoeing,
Offerings/Statistics
10
reading and sharing my new vegan journey.
I praise God for each of you and for this exciting opportunity of
Calendar
11
shared ministry. See you in church on July7 if not before!
God’s grace and peace,
Pastor Barbara Aziz

Thank you
New Sermon Series

11
11

Confirmands

11

~Mission Statement~
Mission: Living the Christian faith through worship, education and nurture; growing God's Kingdom
through outreach, service and Mission.
~Vision Statement~
Vision: Glorifying God by living the Christian faith and growing God's Kingdom.
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Bracken Children’s Team Mission Statement
Together we will dream, plan, and implement ministry opportunities designed to further the faith and
spiritual growth of our children, their families, and our neighbors. We will foster an environment that
provides continuity, respect and awareness of differences for all who choose to serve our children.

Bracken Preschool

Summer is here! Joy Camp begins on Tuesday, June 11. We are open to children
ages 1 – 12 years of age. Let us know if you are interested in joining us for fun and
friendship. We also have a few openings for our fall program. If you or someone you
know is interested, call us at 830-624-1429.
Please visit the school website: www.Brackenumc.org to see our updated page.
Tips for the Home: Summer offers many unique opportunities to weave

literacy into everyday activities with your child. Beach trips, swimming in
a pool or family barbecues provide ideal opportunities for conversation,
book reading and looking at letters—skills that will help your child
become a reader and writer later in life. Try some of these tips for making
your young child’s summer full of literacy fun.
 Be a reader yourself. When you read newspapers and books and write
letters and lists, you show your young child how reading and writing are useful. By
demonstrating why reading and writing are important, you will motivate your child to become
a reader and writer.
Set aside a consistent time each day for reading aloud. Choose a read-aloud time that fits your
family’s summer schedule and stick to it every day. Your baby, toddler or young child will look
forward to this special time together.
Connect read-aloud choices to summer activities. Read your child a book about the beach, such
as “Sea, Sand, Me!” before or after a beach trip, or read “The Very Lonely Firefly” after your
child discovers fireflies at a family cookout. When you read and discuss books about things your
child has experienced, you help him learn important vocabulary and extend his understanding
of experiences.
Check out summer programs at your local public library. Many feature special story times,
sing-alongs and puppet shows during the summer. These programs offer fun opportunities for
your child to expand his literacy-related skills.
Look at letters and words as you enjoy summer activities. As you
walk to the park, point out stop signs and letters in street signs. When
you visit the local pool, point out the list of pool rules. Let your child
draw and write with chalk on the sidewalk. By drawing your child’s
attention to print and letters, you teach her about specific letters and
words while pointing out the many uses of print.
Take books along on outings. Pack some board books in your beach
bag or picnic basket, and bring a stack of books on long car rides.
Have a great summer!
Blessings
Michelle DeLeo, Director

Team Bracken is a team of teachers,
friends, and co-workers who are so in
sync, they even dress alike at times!
Have a wonderful summer!
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Elaine Smith, Your RACAP Representative

Pantry Needs: Canned meats, tomato products, mac & cheese, toothpaste, cake
& muffin mixes, cereal, jelly, peanut butter, fruit juices, boxed meat helpers, dry pasta
and canned fruits. Monetary donations to purchase meats and other perishable items.
UMM: All men of Bracken and their guests are welcome to participate in the
United Methodist Men (UMM). UMM cooks pancakes and sausages for fellowship on
4th Sundays. Helpers are welcome at 9:15 a.m. Donations collected go into the BUMC
Members’ Emergency Fund. Thank you, Bracken!
Ryan Powell, President
Thank You for Giving – We know you have a lot of choices in your giving. Thank
you for supporting the mission and ministries of Bracken UMC.
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ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION

...to know ourselves as also we are known by him to whom all hearts are open; “Collect for Purity”

RETREAT
https://unsplash.com/photos/EPy0gBJzzZU
Gardener's House of Prayer offers a guest house for those seeking silence and solitude in wilderness
to pray alone in the presence of God. Come for rest and renewal in the Texas Hill Country. Self directed or directed retreats offered for those wishing to stay undisturbed with nature paths, library
and river access.

What to expect.






Retreats are offered Monday through Friday year-round
Minimum stay one night | Maximum stay four nights
Self-directed
Contemplative, communal prayer is daily

Directed retreats and/or spiritual direction available upon
request

Meals are prepared and supplied by
guests *Guest house includes small
kitchenette
Additional Information
Contact Gardener's House of Prayer to schedule a retreat. gardener's house of prayer or
gardenershouse@yahoo.com

Gardener's House is a response to the call of Jesus of Christ heard through people's
need for a time apart, pray and discern. Characterized by hospitality, welcoming the
rich diversity of all persons we are an offering of compassion, focusing on the needs of
individuals. It embodies a unique lifestyle focusing resources to help people hear what
God wants to say to them in a setting of silence and solitude.
Suzanne Broussard is a full-time spiritual director and member of Spiritual Directors International since 2004. For information about the ministry or the spiritual director, or to
make an appointment, please call (830) 832-3714 or email gardenershouse@yahoo.com
**********************************************************************************************************************

Southwest Dairy Farmers came to
Preschool and talked about dairy
cows and milk.

Nature can teach us so much!
Caterpillars were the catalyst for
learning about being “mindful
and kind”. I believe we see new
life as well which was part of our
Emerge Series in worship!!

Happy Tails also visited our Preschool
this year. Oh the places you’ll go and
the things you will learn.
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN:

July/August 2019

About 20 women enjoyed a very nice Mother’s Day luncheon at Jean Waggle’s. Jean is a wonderful
hostess.
There will not be a UMW meeting in July. We are heading to a stained glass class for a fellowship outing.
We’d love to have you join us for the August 8 meeting when Bracken youth, Danielle Garcia, will
present a program on her mission trip to Costa Rica.
Mark your calendars for the September 21 Fall Rummage Sale. Please follow these guidelines when
donating articles:
No TVs
No Bulky Monitors
No Old Computers
No Old Printers
No Mattresses
No Baby/Child Car Seats
Mark any electronics as to whether or not they work & include your name in case we have questions
Tape & marker hanging on wall
Load things in the storage room in a neat manner
Start at the back
Put small things in tubs provided
Stack things on shelves
Keep path open to back
Please be considerate & not donate clothes or items that smell,
are dirty, mildewed, or bug-infested - dead or alive: -)
All women of Bracken are welcome & encouraged to
participate in any part of United Methodist Women that fits
their needs or schedule: meetings, lunch, fellowship events,
etc.
God bless,
Luanne Schuetze
Bracken UMW 2019 President
luanne1205@gmail.com , http://www.umwriotexas.org/
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/

Thank you, Jean, for a wonderful
luncheon and fellowship time.

Jamie Ezell, Director of
New Braunfels Kids Club,
was the UMW speaker for
June. The vision of Kid’s
Club is “Empowering Kids to
reach their full potential
through Jesus Christ.”

Thank You!
We all really enjoyed the beautiful origami
butterflies, hand made by Bill
Nakayama. Thank you Bill for your talent
and devotion to making so many and so
many different kinds to beautify our
sanctuary during our Emerge
series . Thanks to Rachelle Keller, Sandra
Swint for their help in making it special.

Senior Ministry meets for food, fun,
and fellowship the 2nd Tuesday each
month at 11 am in the Fellowship
Hall. Come and join this active group!
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Prayer Shawl Ministry:
Let us pray. O Lord our god, maker of all things, you have
blessed us with so many gifts-a good eye for color, the ability to
make fine stitches, the skills to develop ever-new and exciting
patterns.
Now we offer the fruits of our labors, the work of our hands,
to you.
We dedicate these items to your service, trusting that your love will go wherever each is
sent.
Through our prayers and your Holy Spirit, make it more than just a piece of material, a
collection of items-make each piece we have created an expression of love.
There is no way for us to imagine the power and effect an act of love can have on a
person’s life-how you can use something as small as these creations to radiate your love
from us to the world.
May these be used in your service and become blessings for all those who received
them.
Lord, we know that all we possess comes from your loving hand. Give us grace to honor
you with all of our being, draw our hearts to you, guide our minds, fill our imaginations,
and control our wills, so that we may be wholly yours. Use us as you will, always to your
glory and the welfare of your people. Amen
We meet every month on the 4th Tuesday, come join us for fellowship.
If you need a shawl or know of some in need of comfort, contact the church office, a
Pastor or a prayer shawl member.
Pat Helmken, Chair
Vision Statement: Psalm 90:17
Mission Statement: Philippians 2:2
We celebrated the ministry of Pastor Chris and said
farewell last Sunday. Pastor Chris and Russell are
heading to Cedar Creek UMC. We wish them all the
best and send them off with blessings from Bracken.
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“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

The Story Behind the Hymn
Through the Lord’s mercies we are not consumed, because His
compassions fail not. They are new every morning, great is Your
faithfulness. “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, ‘Therefore I hope
in Him!” Lamentations 3:22-24
Thomas Chisholm wrote “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” as a
testament to God’s faithfulness through his very ordinary
life. Born in a log cabin in Franklin, Kentucky, Chisholm became
a Christian when he was twenty-seven and entered the ministry
when he was thirty-six, though poor health forced him to retire
after just one year. During the rest of his life, Chisholm spent many years living in New
Jersey and working as a life insurance agent. Still, even with a desk job, he wrote nearly
1,200 poems throughout his life, including several published hymns.
Chisholm explained toward the end of his life, “My income has not been large at any time
due to impaired health in the earlier years which has followed me on until now. Although
I must not fail to record here the unfailing faithfulness of a covenant-keeping God and that
He has given me many wonderful displays of His providing care, for which I am filled
with astonishing gratefulness.”
Just think, with each new day, God gives us the chance to prove His faithfulness. And
throughout history, He’s never once been proven wrong, for His mercies are new every
morning, no matter what. https://gaither.com/news/%E2%80%9Cgreat-thy-faithfulness%
E2%80%9D-story-behind-hymn

Disciple Bible Study Participants
James Scott
Glenn McRill
Pat Kemp
Sue Blair
Sandy Bindseil
Don Dearing
Rev. Chris Bistline led this in 34 week
in-depth study of the Bible.
Cornerstone commitments for
our new Multipurpose Building:
As of May31st, we’ve received
$429,518.04 from 59 families of
a $500,600 commitment.
God Is Good!
It’s not to late to make your
Commitment to Bracken!
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES:
OUR BIG EVENT:
Children, volunteers, and church members are excitedly awaiting this year’s Vacation
Bible School: “ROAR: Life is Wild, God is Good”. Bracken cannot wait to welcome
approximately 180 children and 60 volunteers to our campus July 22-26. Your prayers
and support for this great mission of ministry is appreciated. Be on the lookout for our
donation board of craft and snack supplies; we love your help. Volunteers are always
welcome, even if just for a day.
Important Dates to Remember:
July 14th: Bracken Volunteer Appreciation Table
July 15th: VBS Volunteer Meeting at 11:30AM
July 20th: VBS Decorating Day (9am-1pm)
July 28th: VBS Closing Celebration
August 18th: Blessing of the Backpacks and Sundae Party
A SPECIAL THANKS…
To children’s ministries volunteers: I would like to warmly and sincerely thank
you. Children’s Ministries takes a team of parents, church members, volunteers, and
leaders, willing to come together to show children they are loved, cherished, known, and
significant to others, but most importantly to Jesus. Together, we have an irreplaceable
role in the lives of children: to help them grow to learn, know, and accept Jesus for
themselves and then be able to share the love of Jesus with others. What could be
greater? This month, a special thank you goes out to all of Bracken’s Children Ministries
volunteers as we recognize and thank you, from parents, to weekly WOW volunteers, to
Vacation Bible School, to Sunday School, to MAMAS, to nursery workers, Children Lead
Worship volunteers, to Blessing Bags, Easter Egg, and Back to School donors.
I, Nicole, thank you!
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BRACKEN UMC YOUTH MINISTRY
Welcome to all youth (grades 6-12) and families!
The youth ministry of Bracken UMC exists to grow the faith of youth
in our community so that they may serve and lead as disciples.

Mission Trip, and Summer Camp, and VBS...oh my!
Summer is in full swing and we
have hit the ground running in terms
of activities. This month and next
month are filled with exciting events
that have and will help us draw
closer to God and our community
through service and discipleship. The
5 youth and 3 adults that went on
this trip spent a week in Pasadena TX working hard to rebuild fences,
build decks and wheelchair ramps, and repaint/repair the exteriors
of homes alongside many others from around TX. It was a filling time
and the youth have already asked “when can we go back?” “Can we
go again next year?” Despite being sore from falling on roller skates
after 2 minutes, and exhausted from working so hard. I told them we
could go back next year, God willing.
Church camp is coming up and it will be a good chance for the
students to draw closer to God and others through studying His
word and spending time in community with others away from the
distractions of day to day life. This opportunity to connect with God
in a way that is unique and fulfilling is a great way for the youth to
deepen their understanding of what it means to be a part of the body
of Christ
We are also looking forward to being involved in VBS. It’s always
a good way to show the younger kids that we are there for them and
value them as important members of our church family.
On Pentecost Sunday we had 3 of our youth that were exiting 6th
grade and are starting 7th get confirmed and hope to have 3 more get
confirmed later in the next few weeks. This was a joyous celebration
wherein the members of our church got to bless these students and commit to walking
alongside them in their spiritual journey through life.
Your Youth Director,
Allison Nichols
Upcoming Events: July 7-12: Youth Camp is in Buda.
The Weekly Youth Update email is our primary means of communication. Contact Allison if you
would like to be added to this email list. For brief text updates, join our Remind group using
code @brackeny, and follow @brackenyouth on Instagram!
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May/JuneJuly
Birthdays:
Joseph Fernandez
6
Kathryn Hamilton
6
Rhona Harris
6
Audra Mitchell
7
Jacob Wuest
7
Thomas Gossett
8
Nancy Stephenson
8
Cade Baumann
9
Ellie Gruber
10
John Gruber
10
James Hackard
13
Abigail Colleen Gordy 14
Randy Smith
15
Kay Grant
17
McKynze Maynard
17
Bob Peak
17
Jessica Cantu
18
Gwen Covington
18
Jackson Wyatt Kurz
22
Robyn Anderson
23
Robert Fleming
25
Keith Holm
25
Dell Fatheree
26
Jayce Stains
26
James Humphreys
29
Jason Swint
31
August

Pat Kemp
Lisa Bagwell
Stella Berkley
Ed Franz
Glenn Mueller
Greg Rathburn
Kallie Rose Kutscher
Kyle Kutscher
Robert Namendorf
Alexis Dalton
Glen Dresh
Nancy Dorsey
Janie Franz
Dee Stephens
David Baird
Cheryl Stephens
Kaylee Jobe
Alyssa Namendorf
Spencer Schmitz
Dena Schuetze

2
4
8
8
10
10
11
12
14
16
18
20
20
22
25
26
28
28
28
29

July/August Anniversaries:
July
Broussard, Suzanne & Carroll
Porter, Jim & Debbie
Franz, Ed & Janie
Mueller, Glenn & Lisa
Gossett, T.J. & Melissa
Stephens, Dee & Dawn
Friesenhahn, Aaron & Elizabeth
Svendsen, Svede & Juanita

3
6
10
14
16
16
17
17

August

May 2019 Presence
Total Membership

273

Average Worship by service:
8:45 Traditional Service
79
11:15 Contemporary
56
Sunday School total
43
Average # Visitors
7
Average Sunday Worship 135

Covington, John & Gwen
Helmken, Erv & Pat
Sassman, Harvey & Betsy
Jagge, David & Dee
Pullin, Bob & Cindy
Schuetze, Steve & Luanne
Mueller, Billy & Lorraine
Smith, Randy & Elaine
Drake, George & Glenda

9
9
11
15
16
18
20
20
21

Cornerstone as of 5/31/19
Capital Campaign III Contrib.
Amount Pledged
Amount Collected
Amount (not pledged)
Vivian Trust Money Mkt
CASH AVAILABLE
Loan/Amount Avail.
TOTAL AVAILABLE

$501,700
$397,885
$31,633
$164,577
$594,095
$394,116
$988,211

Finances as of 5/31/19
Month

Year-toDate

Offerings

23,245.08

148,127.25

Expenses

26,718.78

159,251.62

Ahead (Behind) (3,473.70) (11,124.37)

Weekly Church Emails

Church emails go out several times a week to advise of the
latest Bracken Church news. If you’d like to be added, please
call the church office or send via email. Also, if you’d like to
receive the monthly newsletter via mail or be taken off the mailer
list, please contact the church office at (830) 606-6717 or
admin@brackenumc.org

Please review your current level of contributions and prayerfully consider
sharing any abundances with God through the church. Thank you for
supporting the mission and ministries of Bracken UMC.

July/August 2019
Sunday

July/August 2019 Calendar

Monday

8:45 a.m.
Traditional
Worship
9:45 a.m.
Gathering
Breakfast
10:15 a.m.
SS for all ages

9-2 Preschool CEC
10-11 am—Staff
Meeting, FH
11:15-1:15
Women’s Bible
Study
7:30-8:30 pm
Scout Troop 828,
FH

11:15 a.m.
Contemporary
Service

Tuesday

Wednesday

9-2 Preschool 9-2 Preschool CEC 9-2 Preschool
CEC

6-8:30 pm Disciple
Bible Study

2:30 pm Men’s
Gospel Group - S
5:15 Children’s
Choir
5:30-7:30 Women’s
Bible Study
6-8 pm- UMYF
dinner FH & WH
6 - 7:30 pm WOW,
FH
7-8:30 pm
Joyful Noise - S
7:30-8:00 pm
Youth Music
Practice - FH

July Events

Thank you
I want to thank my Bracken
church family for all the cards,
prayers, and kind thoughts
following the death of my dad. It
was very comforting and helped
Terry and I through the difficult
days. You are very much
appreciated.

CEC
1:30-3 pm
Handbells - FH
5-9:30 pm
Eagle Scout
Review Board - Ed
3&4
6:30-8:30 pm
Contemp Music
Practice - S
7-9 pm Venturing
Crew 804 (Scouts)
- FH

Friday

Saturday

9-2 Preschool
KEY:
CEC
CEC =
9-9:45 am
Children’s Ed.
Contemplative
Center
Prayer Service, S
Ed = Ed. Bldg
FH =
Fellowship
Hall
P = Parsonage
PS = Preschool

S = Sanctuary

Y = Youth
Bldg (Wahl

August Events

July 2nd – Trustees
July 4th & 18th - Venturing Crew
July 6th – Maintaining God’s House
July 7th-12th - Youth Camp
July 8th & 29th – Bracken Mamas
July 9th – Senior Ministry
July 9th – Joy Camp II begins
July 11th – Care Team
July 11th – UMW Meeting
July 14th – Finance Meeting
July 14th – Church Council
July 16th – UMM meeting
July 23rd – Shawl Ministry
July 24th – Food Bank distribution

Rhona Harris

Thursday
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August 1st & 15th - Venturing Crew
August 6th – Trustees
August 5th & 19th - Bracken Mamas
August 8th – Care Team
August 8th – UMW meeting
August 10th – Maintaining God’s House
August 11th – Finance
August 13th – Senior Ministry
August 18th - Back to School Sundae
August 20th – UMM
August 27th – Shawl Ministry
August 28th – Food Bank distribution
August 28th – Newsletter Fold

New Sermon Series
Who Am I?
But who did Jesus say he was? In
this sermon series we’ll look at the
“I AM” sayings of Jesus, and
come to know him not by all the
names Christians have given him
but by the names he gave himself
and why he wanted to be known
that way. Jesus even asked Peter
“who do you say I am?”

July/August 2019

Bracken United Methodist Church
Rev. Barbara Aziz
20377 FM 2252
San Antonio, TX 78266-2615
Office: 830-606-6717
Preschool: 830-624-1429
Email: Admin@brackenumc.org
Website: www.brackenumc.org
Office Hours:
Mon. Tues. Thurs. 9 - 3 p.m.
Wed. 8:30 am - 2:30 p.m.
Fri. 8:30 am - 12 p.m.
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July/August
Newsletter

Come and Worship with Us!
Worship & Fellowship
Opportunities
8:45 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship
9:45 a.m. ~ Gathering Time with
Fellowship & Food
10:15 a.m. ~ Sunday School for
all ages
11:15 a.m. ~ Contemporary Worship

Church Staff
Senior Pastor ~
Reverend Barbara Aziz
Volunteer Assoc. Pastor ~ Rev. Dawn Baird
Church Administrator/Pianist ~ Janie Franz
Children’s Ministry Director ~ Nicole Powell
Youth Director ~
Allison Nichols
Music Ministries ~
Kathy Roden
Contemporary Music ~
Kyle Lanford
Preschool Director ~
Michelle DeLeo
Bookkeeper ~
Marilyn May
Special Projects ~
Steve Rice

