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BRACKEN BRIEF
Vision: Glorifying God by living the Christian faith and Growing God's Kingdom.
Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound
with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”
John 11:43-44
Dear Friends,
He IS Risen! He IS Risen, Indeed! How glorious it is to be in the Season of
Easter! As many of you know, we have begun a new sermon series in the
church entitled Emerge. During these Great 50 Days of Easter we are going to
consider how God is at work in our lives through the transforming power of
resurrection. We’ll be using images and stories that consider the
metamorphosis of the butterfly throughout its development. The butterfly, you
may or may not know, has long been a symbol of the resurrection of Jesus as
well as the resurrection of believers as we emerge from the power of death.
So, in this season of Easter, we will examine our own transformations from
cocoons and tombs, to the unfurled beauty of all God calls us to be.
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A man found a cocoon of a butterfly. One day a small opening appeared. He
sat and watched the butterfly for several hours as it struggled to force its body
through that little hole. Then it seemed to stop making any progress. It
appeared as if it had gotten as far as it could, and it could go no further.
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The man continued to watch the butterfly because he expected that, at any
moment, the wings would enlarge and expand to be able to support the body,
which would contract in time.
Neither happened! In fact, the butterfly spent the rest of its life crawling around
with a swollen body and shriveled wings. It never was able to fly.

New Sermon Series
What the man, in his kindness and haste, did not understand was that the
restricting cocoon and the struggle required for the butterfly to get through the tiny
opening were Life's way of forcing fluid from the body of the butterfly into its wings
so that it would be ready for flight once it achieved its freedom from the cocoon.

11

Sometimes struggles are exactly what we need in our lives. There are processes
of life, things we all go through. The struggles are a part of our journey and are
preparing us for what awaits. They are preparing us to fly!

Blessings,
Chris
Pastor Chris
____________________

http://www.greatest-inspirational-quotes.com/butterfly-story.html
Pastor Chris had a visit from our very
own wonderful Easter Bunny, Mandy!
~Mission Statement~
Mission: Living the Christian faith through worship, education and nurture; growing God's Kingdom
through outreach, service and Mission.
~Vision Statement~
Vision: Glorifying God by living the Christian faith and growing God's Kingdom.
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Bracken Children’s Team Mission Statement
Together we will dream, plan, and implement ministry opportunities designed to further the faith and
spiritual growth of our children, their families, and our neighbors. We will foster an environment that
provides continuity, respect and awareness of differences for all who choose to serve our children.

Bracken Preschool

Registration for both Joy Camp and for the Preschool’s 2019– 2020
school year is ongoing. Registration continues until all the classrooms are filled. If you would like
additional information about the preschool or registration, you can check us out at
www.preschool@brackenumc.org or stop by for a tour Monday – Friday during school hours.
Spring is such a fun time here at BUMP. We kick off this season with our
Annual Children’s Festival. Hope you made it out to enjoy games and
fellowship. Easter Celebrations, Fiesta Parades and Field Day round out
our extra curriculum calendar.
May is always a bittersweet month. We have many fun and educational
experiences planned for the children, but it is also a time to say goodbye to
great friendships. It has been another fantastic year here at BUMP. I feel
blessed to be part of such a wonderful place.

Tips for the Home:
Warm weather is upon us and water is a great way to beat the heat. The
Texas Department of Family and Protective Services and Child Care Licensing want to remind you to
Watch Kids Around Water. Drowning is a leading cause of accidental death among infants, toddlers
and young children.
You play an important role in preventing future tragedies. The deadliest period for drowning (Memorial
Day through Labor Day) is about to begin. Review your safety plan to prevent access to bodies of
water, especially onsite swimming pools. Safety plans can address door locks, door alarms, pool
fences, self-closing and self-latching hardware and emergency procedures.
Be a "lifeguard" and help protect children from drowning in– or outdoors.
Drowning can happen in almost any amount of water and it only takes a few
minutes for a child to drown. Children under a year old most often drown
inside the house (bathtubs, buckets or toilets). Children from one to fouryears old most often drown outdoors, especially in backyard swimming
pools.
Visit our new campaign website: Watch Kids Around Water. It features basic
water safety tips and safety tips specific to 24-hour residential care, drowning
statistics and a “Lifeguard 101” teaching tool to get people talking about and
sharing water safety information.
For more information about water safety for children, please visit:

Texas Child Care Quarterly: http://www.childcarequarterly.com/
spring14_licensing.html
Watch Kids Around Water: www.dfps.state.tx.us/
Watch_Kids_Around_Water/.
Water Safety Guide from Safe Kids USA: www.safekids.org/safetybasics/safety-guide/water-safety-guide/.
Pool Safety from the U.S. Consumer Product
Safety Commission: www.poolsafely.gov/.

Blessings - Michelle DeLeo,
Director
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A big “Thank You” goes to everyone who participated in 40
Cans for Lent. The Randolph Area Christian Assistance
Program (RACAP) is very grateful for your food donations.
Last month RACAP assisted 177 people; fed 140 people
from our pantry; helped 18 families who were in danger of
being evicted pay their rent; helped 23 families with past-due
notices pay their utility bills; and helped 7 people purchase
their prescriptions. Your generous support makes this all
possible. If you would like to make a monetary donation to
RACAP, make your check out to Bracken UMC noted for
RACAP and place it in the offering plate on Sunday. Funds
are used for client assistance and to purchase perishable
food items. RACAP receives no government funding and
relies on donations from our member churches to provide for
our clients.
Saturday, May 11, is a big day for RACAP. On that day, U.S. letter carriers will participate in the
Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive, and all food collected in Schertz and Cibolo is donated to
RACAP’s food pantry. This is the 27th annual Stamp Out Hunger effort and is the nation’s
largest single-day food drive. In the past 26 years, letter carriers across the country collected
more than one billion pounds of food. The truckloads of food collected in Schertz and Cibolo last
year helped to restock RACAP’s food pantry during the busy summer months. Hundreds of local
families rely on RACAP throughout the summer to help feed their hungry children.
To help Stamp Out Hunger, simply leave a sturdy bag containing nonperishable foods, such as
canned vegetables, canned soups, rice, pasta, or cereal, next to your mailbox prior to the time
of regular mail delivery on May 11. You will probably receive a notice from your letter carrier.
Please support this project, knowing that your contributions will help feed others in greater need.
*Please note that only food collected in Schertz and Cibolo goes to RACAP. Food collected in
other local communities goes to the San Antonio Food Bank. If you live outside these two zip
codes and would like your food to come to RACAP, just bring it to the church and we will take it
to RACAP. Your donations are greatly appreciated. Hanson Aggregates – Servtex Quarry will
also have a food drive to benefit RACAP April 22 – 26 and April 29 – May 3. Donation drop-off
boxes are located in many elementary schools in this area as well as the City Halls in Garden
Ridge, Cibolo, Schertz, Selma and Universal City. Thank you for your support.
RACAP is located at 307 Pfeil Street in Schertz and is open Monday thru Friday from 1-3 p.m.
To learn more about RACAP, visit our website at www.racap.org. Thank you for helping RACAP
show God’s love to those in need.
Elaine Smith, Your RACAP Representative

Pantry Needs: Canned meats, tomato products, mac & cheese, toothpaste, cake
& muffin mixes, cereal, jelly, peanut butter, fruit juices, boxed meat helpers, dry pasta
and canned fruits. Monetary donations to purchase meats and other perishable items.
UMM: All men of Bracken and their guests are welcome to participate in the
United Methodist Men (UMM). UMM cooks pancakes and sausages for fellowship on
4th Sundays. Helpers are welcome at 9:15 a.m. Donations collected go into the BUMC
Members’ Emergency Fund. Thank you, Bracken!
Ryan Powell, President
Thank You for Giving – We know you have a lot of choices in your giving. Thank
you for supporting the mission and ministries of Bracken UMC.
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ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION

...to know ourselves as also we are known by him to whom all hearts are open; “Collect for Purity”

SPIRITUAL FORMATION ADVANCED SEMINAR

The Advanced Seminar is open to those who have at least one year of systematic preparation and who
want to continue to explore the ministry of spiritual formation. The program can also serve as a refresher
course for those who have completed a course in the past or as individual spiritual enrichment for a
spiritual formator. Focus is on spiritual experience, the journey itself, transformation of being, formation in
prayer, psychology of prayer, the spiritual life and teachings on spirituality. Activities include mentoring by
practicing spiritual directors, readings, presentations and a school of prayer. Participants must make a
formal application and be available on the dates listed. Limited Enrollment.

Curriculum
Topics to be encountered will include:
* Becoming a Living Sanctuary
* Silence In the Life of the Soul
* Interior Solitude and the Role of Exterior Solitude
* Wilderness (physical, of the heart [desert])
* Repairing the Soul
* Connection with the Divine
* Attachments

* Dark Night of the Soul
* Compassion
* Grief
* The Truth of Who We Are
* Story Telling
* Wisdom and On-going Dynamics of Life

Core Faculty
Suzanne Broussard is a contemplative member of Spiritual Directors International and the Director of
Gardener’s House of Prayer.
Suzanne is a certified spiritual director with 25 years of experience in clinical settings; religious education,
spiritual and retreat ministries with a focus on the holistic development of adult spiritual formation,
ecumenical and interfaith, individuals and groups. She served as a facilitator for People of Pilgrimage
Contemplative Retreat with Lecture series for eight years. She is presently active in mentoring and
supervising spiritual director trainees, small group processing facilitator, and a praying member of two
Contemplative Prayer communities.
Guest Presenters TBA
This is a two year course of formation: (2019-2021)
 2019: Saturdays: September 14th, October 12th,
November 9th, December 14th
 2020:Saturdays: January 11th, February 8th,
March 14th, April 11th (break for summer)
 2020:Saturdays: September 12th, October 10th,
November 14th, December 12th
 2021:Saturdays: January 9th, February 13th,
March 13th, April 10th
Time: 10:00 a.m. through 12:00 p.m.
Cost: $160.00 per Semester (non-refundable)
Participants are responsible for the costs of travel, books, and other course materials.
Important: If for any reason a participant needs to withdraw prior to completion, the participant is responsible for payment of all tuition scheduled to be paid prior to the date of written request for withdrawal.
Place: Gardener’s House of Prayer, 2846 River Oaks Drive, New Braunfels,Texas 78132
gardenershouse@yahoo.com (830) 832-3714 www.gardenershouseofprayer.org
**********************************************************************************************************************

Suzanne Broussard is a full-time spiritual director and member of Spiritual Directors
International since 2004. For information about the ministry or the spiritual director, or
to make an appointment, please call (830) 832-3714 or email gardenershouse@yahoo.com
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN:

May/June 2019

2019 started off great for Bracken UMW. We had 16 members and four guests at the
first meeting on our new day and time. Taco lunch was served and four young women
from Adult and Teen Challenge gave very moving personal testimonies.
A huge THANK YOU to all those who once again helped make our Spring rummage
sale a success! We raised over $2,800 for missions and worthy Bracken projects - and
still had boxes and bags full of items for
donation to Arms of Hope.
We had 14 present at our March meeting
where we had beautiful salads and
sandwiches served by Sue Blair and Beate
Brumfield. A very interesting program was
given by two representatives from Vet
TRIIP - Veteran’s Team Recovery
Integrative Immersion Process - an
organization that helps veterans that are
dealing with chronic pain and/or
PTSD, www.vettriip.org.
We had 17 present at our April meeting
and enjoyed a yummy lunch of baked potatoes and salad provided by Becky Davidson
and Sandra Swint.
Mark your calendars! All women of Bracken are invited to a Mother’s Day Luncheon on
Thursday, May 11, at the home of Jean Waggle. Watch your email for more
information.
The program at our June 13th meeting will be given by New Braunfels Christian
Ministries. All women of Bracken UMC are welcome at all meetings and activities of
Bracken United Methodist Women!
Blessings, Luanne Schuetze
President

luanne1205@gmail.com

www.umwriotexas.org

unitedmethodistwomen.org

Senior Ministry at play — with smiles, warmth, and joyfulness
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Prayer Shawl Ministry:
Dear Lord:
Bless my hands as I knit/crochet today,
may each twist of the yarn guide me to
create a pattern of love and comfort in my
work and remind me of Your ultimate
protection. Wrap me in Your Spirit so
that I will be more caring towards those
in need.

Grant me patience as I create this shawl.
And bless my handiwork as it travels to
bring comfort and peace to someone in
need of Your warming embrace.
The above prayer is laminated and placed with each Prayer Shawl member as a
reminder to seek God, one stitch at a time. Come join us every 4th Tuesday from 10 —
1 in the Fellowship Hall. You don’t have to know how to knit or crochet and want to
learn, or just join us for Christian fellowship and devotions; then share lunchtime and a
delicious dessert.
If you know of a relative, friend or neighbor in need, contact a Prayer Shawl member,
our Pastors or the church office. There are abundant color choices in our inventory
cabinet.
Pat Helmken, Chair
Vision Statement: Psalm 90:17
Mission Statement: Philippians 2:2
Contact Pastor Chris, Pastor Dawn or the church office if you need or know of
anyone that could benefit from a prayer shawl. Thank You!

Cornerstone commitments for
our new Multipurpose Building:
As of March 31st, we’ve received
$421,388 from 59 families of a
$500,600 commitment.
God Is Good!
It’s not to late to make your
Commitment to Bracken!
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Preschool Rodeo Days >>> loads of FUN!!!

Rummage Sale Is Work, but Fun & Fellowship
for the UMW
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES:
Here are our upcoming events; please come out and join us!
Vacation Bible School registration is officially full; we are excited to prepare for the 170
children and their families that will learn about how “God is oh, so good”, via an African
Safari experience! “When life is wild, God is good”. Adult and Youth Volunteers are greatly
appreciated! Please check your calendars and see if there are a few days you could assist
children in learning more about the love of Jesus in their lives. July 22-26, 2019; 9am12:15pm. Volunteers may register at www.brackenumc.org/vbs.
W.O.W. (Children’s Mid-week Ministry) and UMYF will host our 4th annual STAAR Party
on May 1st, 6-7:30pm(children)/8pm(youth). The theme for the evening is “Red Carpet”,
where our children are reminded they are famous in God’s eyes and that they have the
power to rock the upcoming STAAR Tests at school.
Children are also preparing for “Leading Worship”, on Sunday, May 19th. Children will
serve in all areas of Sunday’s worship, from greeters/ushers, to liturgists, worship music
leaders, sermonettes, and more.
The last Children’s Choir meet-up for the school year will be Wednesday, May 15th. The
last W.O.W. will be Wednesday, May 29th.
Family Day: Mark your calendar for June 22nd! We will be having a family-wide outing to
include lunch, hiking/outdoor activity, and fellowship.

Blessings and
THANKS!!!
Nicole
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BRACKEN UMC YOUTH MINISTRY
Welcome to all youth (grades 6-12) and families!
The youth ministry of Bracken UMC exists to grow the faith of youth

United Methodist Youth Fellowship (UMYF) meets
Wednesdays at 6:30-8:00 PM in the Wahl House for
snacks, games, music led by the Youth Worship
Team, Bible studies, and small groups led by trained
volunteers. Dinner is offered at 6:00 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall.
~ Last meeting before Summer—May 29th ~

Confirmation classes for youth (Wahl
House) and parents (Ed. Building Room
#4) meet about The Absolute Basics of
the Christian Faith on Sundays at
10:15-11:15 a.m.
~ Confirmation is Sunday, June 9th ~

STAY CONNECTED WITH BRACKEN UMC YOUTH MINISTRY!
The Weekly Youth Update email is our primary means of communication. Contact Caleigh if
you would like to be added to this email list. For brief text updates, join our Remind group using
code @brackeny, and follow @brackenyouth on Instagram!

Great job to everyone who solved
the clues at the Masquerade

Upcoming Events:

Youth Worship Team
at our Easter Eve Embers Service

May 5: Armadillo Boulders
June 9-15: Youth Mission Trip in
Pasadena with U.M. ARMY
See the Weekly Youth Update
email for Youth Summer Camp
registration information.
July 7-12: Youth Camp is in Buda.

At the end of May, I will graduate with my Master of Arts in Youth Ministry and fulfill my contract
with Bracken UMC. I am grateful for all the ways this church has joined the work the Lord is doing
in the lives of youth and families in this community! Thank you for your support as my husband,
Trevor, and I follow the Lord to where He is calling us next.
Caleigh Smith—Bracken UMC Youth Director
caleigh.bumc@gmail.com
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May/June Birthdays:
May
Lucy Abee
Cherie Haney
Jennafer Roden
Leonard Henk
Jill Hinrichs
Lisa Mueller
Lowell Peterson
Kirk Pullin
Irvin Schulmeier
Jenny Lois Rice
William Webb
Clara Gossett
Jennifer Dalton
Randy Hierholzer
Scott Humphreys
Stacy MuellerMikolajczyk
Megan Swint
Cindy Fleming
Sandra Hackard
Jackson Harris
Grady Mueller
Leonard Cockerill
Margaret Dirr
Julie Martin
Owen Rathburn
Susan Mueller
Carol Young
Angela Friesenhahn
Emilie Wotipka
June
Sandra Bindseil
Christian Keller
Madison Saulter
Jim Stains
Kristina Fleming
Gracejane Seale
Margo Jeffcoat
Noah Robert Ellis
Ken Brumfield
Ethan Reagan
Cameron Baumann
Cynthia Pullin
Chase Culpepper
Larry Mueller
Tyler Schmitz
Scott Schmitz
Cheryl Thorpe
Johnny Covington
Mark Fernandez
Caroline Hamilton
Shirley Pardue
Campbell Alisa
Krawczynski

5
5
8
9
9
9
9
10
10
11
13
14
16
16
16
16
16
17
18
20
21
22
24
25
27
29
29
31
31
1
1
1
3
4
4
6
8
9
9
10
15
17
17
18
22
23
27
27
27
27
29

May/June Anniversaries:
MAY
Rose, Brandon & Kim
Cockerill, Patrick & Cara
Smith, Trevor & Caleigh
Abee, Mark & Lucy
Bagwell, Scott & Lisa
Bindseil, Bo & Becki

2
7
23
27
28
29

JUNE

March 2019 Presence
Total Membership

273

Average Worship by service:
8:45 Traditional Service
73
11:15 Contemporary
50
Sunday School total
35
Average # Visitors
6
Average Sunday Worship 123

Cornerstone as of 3/31/19

Miller, Ernie & Jean
Schmitz, Scott & Tami
Sickles, Betty
Keller, Steve & Rachelle
Kurz, Justin & Jessica
Loser, Greg & Valita
Swint, Bill & Sandra
Rathburn, Greg & Nancy
Dorsey, Nancy & Allen
Haney, Ed & Cherie
Stehle, Stanley & Susan

Finances as of 3/31/19

Capital Campaign III Contrib.
Amount Pledged
Amount Collected
Vivian Trust Money Mkt
CASH AVAILABLE
Loan/Amount Avail.
TOTAL AVAILABLE

$500,600
$421,388
$164,422
$585,810
$391,785
$977,595

1
1
4
5
10
17
21
25
28
28
28

Month

Year-toDate

Offerings

$30,038

$91.586

Expenses

$31,073

$95,047

Ahead (Behind) ($1,035) ($3,462)

Weekly Church Emails

Church emails go out several times a week to advise of the
latest Bracken Church news. If you’d like to be added, please
call the church office or send via email. Also, if you’d like to
receive the monthly newsletter via mail or be taken off the mailer
list, please contact the church office at (830) 606-6717 or
admin@brackenumc.org

Please review your current level of contributions and prayerfully consider
sharing any abundances with God through the church. Thank you for
supporting the mission and ministries of Bracken UMC.
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Sunday
8:45 a.m.
Traditional
Worship
9:45 a.m.
Gathering
Breakfast
10:15 a.m.
SS for all ages
11:15 a.m.
Contemporary
Service

March/April 2019 Calendar
Monday

9-2 Preschool CEC
10-11 am—Staff
Meeting, FH
11:15-1:15
Women’s Bible
Study
7:30-8:30 pm
Scout Troop 828,
FH

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

9-2 Preschool 9-2 Preschool CEC 9-2 Preschool
CEC

6-8:30 pm Disciple
Bible Study

2:30 pm Men’s
Gospel Group - S
5:15 Children’s
Choir
5:30-7:30 Women’s
Bible Study
6-8 pm- UMYF
dinner FH & WH
6 - 7:30 pm WOW,
FH
7-8:30 pm
Joyful Noise - S
7:30-8:00 pm
Youth Music
Practice - FH

CEC
1:30-3 pm
Handbells - FH
5-9:30 pm
Eagle Scout
Review Board - Ed
3&4
6:30-8:30 pm
Contemp Music
Practice - S
7-9 pm Venturing
Crew 804 (Scouts)
- FH
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Friday

Saturday

9-2 Preschool
KEY:
CEC
CEC =
9-9:45 am
Children’s Ed.
Contemplative
Center
Prayer Service, S
Ed = Ed. Bldg
FH =
Fellowship
Hall
P = Parsonage
PS = Preschool

S = Sanctuary

Y = Youth
Bldg (Wahl

June Events

May Events
May 2nd & 16th - Venturing Crew
May 4th – Maintaining God’s House
May 6th & 20th – Bracken Mamas
May 7th – Senior Ministry * (change)
May 7th – Trustees
May 9th – Care Team
May 9th – UMW Meeting
May 14th – Senior Ministry
May 14th – Finance Meeting 6:30 p.m.
May 19th – Church Council
May 21st – UMM meeting
May 22nd – Food Bank distribution
May 24th – Preschool Last Day
May 28th – Shawl Ministry

June 1st - Maintaining God’s House
June 4th – Trustees
June 4th & 18th - Bracken Mamas
June 6th & 20th - Venturing Crew
June 9th – Finance
June 11th – Senior Ministry
June 11th – Joy Camp I begins
June 13th – Care Team
June 13th – UMW Meeting
June 18th - UMM Meeting
June 25th – Shawl Ministry
June 26th – Food Bank distribution
June 26th – Newsletter Fold

New Sermon Series: Emerge
April 28 Leaving Comfortable Places
May 5 Open: into the Light
May 12 Unwrap: Waking Up
May 19 Unfold: Claiming New Possibilities
May 26 Let Go: Leaving Behind what We Don't Need
Weekly Church Emails

Also, if you’d like to receive emails or be taken off the email list, please contact the church
office at (830) 606-6717 or admin@brackenumc.org

May/June 2019

Bracken United Methodist Church
Rev. Chris Bistline
20377 FM 2252
San Antonio, TX 78266-2615
Office: 830-606-6717
Preschool: 830-624-1429
Pastor’s Cell: 512-743-9587
Email: Admin@brackenumc.org
Website: www.brackenumc.org
Office Hours:
Mon. Tues. Thurs. 9 - 3 p.m.
Wed. 8:30 am - 2:30 p.m.
Fri. 8:30 am - 12 p.m.
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May/June
Newsletter

Come and Worship with Us!
Worship & Fellowship
Opportunities
8:45 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship
9:45 a.m. ~ Gathering Time with
Fellowship & Food
10:15 a.m. ~ Sunday School for
all ages
11:15 a.m. ~ Contemporary Worship

Church Staff
Senior Pastor ~
Reverend Chris Bistline
Volunteer Assoc. Pastor ~ Rev. Dawn Baird
Church Administrator/Pianist ~ Janie Franz
Children’s Ministry Director ~ Nicole Powell
Youth Director ~
Caleigh Smith
Director Traditional Music ~
Kathy Roden
Director Contemporary Music ~ Kyle Lanford
Special Music Ministries ~
Kathy Roden
Preschool Director ~
Michelle DeLeo
Bookkeeper ~
Marilyn May
Special Projects ~
Steve Rice

