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BRACKEN BRIEF
Vision: Glorifying God by living the Christian faith and Growing God's Kingdom.

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid?
Psalm 27:1-2
Dear Friends,

It is hard to believe that as I write this, we are days away from the season of Lent. This is the time in the
life of the church where we are called to 40 days of self-reflection and self-denial. It is a time for
repentance, of fasting and almsgiving. The disciplines we practice during Lent are designed to draw us ever
closer to God. As we discover who we are and who we are not; as we name the names and situations for
which we need to make amends; and, as we celebrate those moments when we hear God remind us that we
are beloved, we are led to new life and new purpose. We celebrate the resurrection of Jesus the Messiah on
Easter Sunday, and we celebrate all of the ways that God is making us new, too!
I love the story of the little boy who had a bad temper. His father
gave him a bag of nails and told him that every time he lost his
temper, he must hammer a nail into the back of the fence. The first
day the boy had driven 37 nails into the fence. Over the next few
weeks, as he learned to control his anger, the number of nails
hammered daily gradually dwindled down. He discovered it was
easier to hold his temper than to drive those nails into the fence.
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Finally the day came when the boy didn't lose his temper at all. He
told his father about it and the father suggested that the boy now
pull out one nail for each day that he was able to hold his temper.
The days passed and the young boy was finally able to tell his
father that all the nails were gone. The father took his son by the
hand and led him to the fence.
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He said, “You've done well, my son, but look at the holes in the
fence. The fence will never be the same. When you say things in
anger, they leave a scar just like this one. You can put a knife in a
man and draw it out. It won't matter how many times you say I'm
sorry, the wound is still there and a verbal wound is just as bad as a
physical one.”
-Each of us bear scars. Each of us have inflicted scars on another.
May it be that in this season of Lent, we are able to name our
woundedness, give it to the Lord, and live into the hope and the
promise of resurrection and new life as revealed in Jesus Christ.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer!

New Member, Cara Cockrill

4

United Methodist Women

5

Sanctuary Steward

5

Prayer Shawl Ministry

6

Building on Our Cornerstone

6

Look ahead to Lent and Easter

7

Children’s Ministries

8

Bracken Youth Ministry

9

Birthdays & Anniversaries

10

Blessings,
Chris
Pastor Chris

Offerings/Statistics

10

Calendar

11

Thank You -Kneeling Cushions

11

~Mission Statement~
Mission: Living the Christian faith through worship, education and nurture; growing God's Kingdom
through outreach, service and Mission.
~Vision Statement~
Vision: Glorifying God by living the Christian faith and growing God's Kingdom.
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Bracken Children’s Team Mission Statement
Together we will dream, plan, and implement ministry opportunities designed to further the faith and
spiritual growth of our children, their families, and our neighbors. We will foster an environment that
provides continuity, respect and awareness of differences for all who choose to serve our children.

Bracken Preschool
The preschool is now accepting registration for Joy
Camp and the upcoming 2019 – 2020 school year.
You can find out more about our program by looking at
the website or calling us at 830-624-1429.

Joy Camp
Session I:June 11– July 5 -Theme – Music Madness
Session II: July 9 – Aug. 9
Theme – Carnival
[Closed July 22-26 for VBS]

Tips for the Home: Let’s Read Aloud
by Early Years
Reading aloud is a cozy way to spend time with your
child – and to prepare them for reading on their own.
Try these three ideas:
1. Play storybook hide-and-seek. Each day,
hide a “surprise” book in a different spot. Your
child will look forward to searching for it after
school – when he finds the book, its story time!
2. Share breakfast giggles. Look in the
newspaper for a comic strip your child might
enjoy, such as Peanuts or Garfield. Then, read
it together over breakfast.
3. Look forward to magazines.
Consider subscribing to a
children’s magazine like Highlights
High Five or Humpty Dumpty.
Set aside time to snuggle up and
read new poems, stories, and
articles each month.

Angel Tree Delivery

Happy Tails

Blessings,
Michelle DeLeo, Director
Upcoming Preschool Events:
Joy Camp I: June 11 - July 5
[Music Madness]
Joy Camp II: July 9 - August 9
[Carnival]
*Closed July 22 - 26 for VBS*
Rodeo Days—Calf milking!
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2018 was a very busy year for the Randolph Area Christian
Assistance Program (RACAP). Last year RACAP fed 2,855
people from our food pantry; helped 428 families who were in
danger of being evicted pay their rent; helped 77 people purchase their prescribed medications; and helped 436 families
pay overdue utility bills.
Through RACAP’s Back-to-School Program, 389 students received a new pair of shoes, socks, school supplies, and a dental
kit to start school. An additional 1,327 people were fed thru our
Holiday Meal Basket Program, including 490 children.
All the children were provided gifts/toys by
outside sponsors. This may sound like a
bunch of boring numbers, but each number represents a person who has been
shown God’s love by RACAP. Thank you so much for your generous support that
made this all possible.
A big thank you goes to Barbara Gordy and all the volunteers with the mobile
pantry who “Feed His Sheep” each month. You help RACAP meet the demands
for food that sometimes seem overwhelming. Another big thank you goes to all
the youth for your “Souper Bowl” canned soup drive. What a great response to a
great idea!
Once again this year RACAP will be a recipient of food donated to 40 Cans for Lent. What is
40 Cans for Lent? It is a program designed to help fight hunger that began in Helotes in 2010 and
has grown rather quickly. It is an opportunity to turn a small sacrifice into a big difference in the lives
of others. The program is simple. Donate one can of food per day during the 40 days of Lent, March
6 thru April 20, and one can per person on Easter Sunday, April 21, 2019. If you have children, get
them involved. Take them to the store with you and let them select the items they would like to donate to a hungry child.
You can donate the cans at any point during the Lenten Season to those in need; or place them in
the RACAP box at church, and they will be taken to RACAP after Easter Sunday. Either way you
will be helping to feed the hungry. To learn more about this program, visit www.40cansforlent.org.
Speaking of feeding the hungry, last month RACAP fed 225 people from our pantry. We helped a
total of 292 people. We helped 31 families pay past due utility bills and helped 33 families, who were
in danger of being evicted, pay their rent. We also helped 7 people purchase their prescribed medications. This was all possible because of your generous support. Thank you.
RACAP is located at 307 Pfeil Street in Schertz and is open 1-3 p.m. Monday thru Friday. To learn
more about RACAP, visit our website at www.racap.org or call 210-658-1613 and ask for Jessie.
Thank you for helping RACAP show God’s love to those in need.

Elaine Smith, Your RACAP Representative

Pantry Needs: Jelly, canned fruits, tomato products, canned beans, and
monetary donations to purchase meats and other perishable items.
UMM: All men of Bracken and their guests are welcome to participate in the
United Methodist Men (UMM). UMM cooks pancakes and sausages for fellowship on
4th Sundays. Helpers are welcome at 9:15 a.m. Donations collected go into the BUMC
Members’ Emergency Fund. Thank you, Bracken!
Ryan Powell, President
Thank You for Giving – We know you have a lot of choices in your giving. Thank
you for supporting the mission and ministries of Bracken UMC.
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ADULT SPIRITUAL FORMATION
...to know ourselves as also we are known by him to whom all hearts are open; “Collect for Purity”
Humility and Love
Since salvation is co-operant, if we are even to begin the journey of renewal that God intends for us, we
must first become aware of our need for it. Wesley was convinced that most people are not sufficiently
conscious of this need. They have repressed the initial overtures of Prevenient Grace to the point that
their spiritual senses are asleep. The initial step for them in any potential healing would be an
awakening to their need. Among the common means that Wesley lists are tragedies and natural
disasters, awakening sermons, and conversations, or perhaps a direct conviction by the Holy Spirit.
Central to it is removal of one’s apathy. We must be
convicted of the sinfulness of our words, deeds,
and tempers, and of our own helplessness to transform any of these. “Responsible Grace” author: Randy
L. Maddox
“with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love,” Eph.4:2
PRAY: A Private Litany Of Humility
From the desire of being praised, deliver me, Jesus.
From the desire of being honored, deliver me, Jesus.
From the desire of being preferred, deliver me, Jesus.
From the desire of being consulted, deliver me, Jesus.
From the desire of being approved, deliver me, Jesus.
From the desire of comfort and ease, deliver me, Jesus.
From the fear of being humiliated, deliver me, Jesus.
From the fear of being criticized, deliver me, Jesus.
From the fear of being passed over, deliver me, Jesus.
From the fear of being forgotten, deliver me, Jesus.
From the fear of being lonely, deliver me, Jesus.
From the fear of being hurt, deliver me, Jesus.
From the fear of suffering, deliver me, Jesus.
That others may be loved more than I, Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it.
That others may be chosen and I set aside, Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it.
That others may be praised and I unnoticed, Jesus, grant me the grace to desire it.
O Jesus, meek and humble of heart make my heart like Yours.
O Jesus, meek and humble of heart, strengthen me with Your Spirit.
O Jesus, meek and humble of heart, teach me Your ways.
O Jesus, meek and humble of heart, help me put my self importance aside to learn the kind of
cooperation with others that makes possible the presence of Your Abba’s household.
**********************************************************************************************************************

Suzanne Broussard is a full-time spiritual director and member of Spiritual Directors International since
2004. For information about the ministry or the spiritual director, or to make an appointment, please call
(830) 832-3714 or email gardenershouse@yahoo.com

Marine recruit, Spencer
Schmitz, is now in boot
camp in San Diego,
California. Please keep
him in your prayers as
well as his parents, Scott
and Tami Schmitz.

Welcome! New member,
Cara Cockerill, joins us
and we want to welcome
her to Bracken UMC.
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN:

March/April 2019
2019 started off great for Bracken UMW. We had 16
members and four guests at the first meeting on our new day
and time. Taco lunch was served and four young women from
Adult & Teen Challenge gave very moving personal
testimonies.
On Saturday, February 9, ten hard-working women spent four
hours in the Fellowship Hall cleaning refrigerators, freezers
and kitchen cabinets, emptying out old cabinets in the pantry,
organizing the large storage closet, putting new coverings on
the tables (Thanks to Amanda Hamilton for procuring and
sewing the white table cloths),
and cleaning wax off the pew
cushions and carpeting in the
Sanctuary. Good work ladies!

Our February meeting had an outing to Cibolo Valley Baptist Church to visit
the Traveling Old Testament Tabernacle Replica, and lunch at Abel’s Diner.
UMW will prepare and serve chicken noodle soup and grilled cheese
sandwiches to the children and youth of WOW on February 21. All women
of Bracken UMC are welcome at all meetings and activities of Bracken
UMW.

Rummage Sale!!!
Saturday, March 30, 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.
• Tuesday, March 26, 6 - 8 p.m. -Exciting Unloading of the Shed - *Men, youth, & pickups needed
• Wed.-Fri., March 27-29, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. - Awe-inspiring Sorting and Pricing of the Treasures
The rummage sale shed is full! Please bring your donations Wednesday, March 27. Please help us by
following these guidelines:
* No TVs
* No Bulky Monitors
* No Old Computers
* No Mattresses
* No Old Printers - unless you know it works
* No Baby/Child Car Seats
* Mark all electronics as to whether or not they work - include your name in case we have questions
* Remove hangers from clothes
* If your items are coming from another rummage/garage sale, remove all price stickers.
* * Please do not donate clothes or items that smell, are dirty, mildewed, or bug-infested. THANK YOU!

Blessings, Luanne Schuetze
President

Sanctuary Steward
Webster’s definition of a steward is: careful and responsible management of something
entrusted to one’s care and a person who acts as the surrogate of another.
One of the behind-the-scenes volunteer positions that most church members are not
aware of is the Sanctuary Steward. Every Friday morning, the sanctuary is made
presentable for Sunday services. That entails checking all the black folders are filled
with yellow prayer cards, blue youth cards, altar flower envelopes, offering envelopes, a pen, and
attendance sheets; pew Bibles and hymn books are in order in each pew; that each pew blanket that is
neatly folded; the side door table and vestibule and sound board counters are neat
and orderly; and general pick up of left-behind personal articles and materials.
It has been a joy and blessing to be in the sanctuary each week to keep the sanctuary
presentable for worship. A special thanks to Bill and Karen Nakayama for their
willingness to be back-up as needed.
It’s also, each week, a blessed quiet time working in each pew to remember our
members and visitors and to offer a prayer for them.
Pat Helmken

Bracken Brief
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Prayer Shawl Ministry:
Vision Statement - Psalm 90:17 “May the
favor of the Lord our God rest upon us;
establish the work of our hands for us. Yes,
establish the work of our hands.”
Mission - Philippians 2:2: “…agreeing
wholeheartedly with each, loving one
another, and working together with one
heart with purpose.”

Everyone experiences both ups and
downs as we journey through life. When
we are down, everything looks dark and
sad and overwhelming. But with prayer
and leaving our burdens with the Lord for
guidance and answers, we will get thru
with His help. If you are going thru a
difficult time or know someone who is, a
prayer shawl will be comfort as if
receiving a hug from God. The lovely
prayer shawls created by loving Christian
woman are available to anyone going
through challenging circumstances.

Could you be one of God’s messengers to bring a shawl to express caring to a friend, neighbor or
relative? Please feel free to go into the inventory cabinet and select a shawl. It’s easy to present a
shawl with love and prayer, follow God’s leading and you will be blessed.
Be a blessing and be blessed.
The prayer shawl ministry meets every 4th Tuesday of the month, please join us for fellowship and
fun.

God Bless, Pat Helmken, Chair

Contact Pastor Chris, Pastor Dawn or the church office if you need or know of
anyone that could benefit from a prayer shawl. Thank You!

Cornerstone commitments for
our new Multipurpose Building:
Status: as of December 31st, we
have received $414,403 from 59
families.
God Is Good!
It’s not to late to make your
Commitment to Bracken!
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LOOK AHEAD TO LENTEN WORSHIP AND EASTER
March – April 2019

Bracken Brief

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES:
Here are our upcoming events; please come out and join us!
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Wednesday night
dinners for children
and youth
6-6:30 pm

ASH WEDNESDAY - March 6th- Children, families, church
members, and friends are invited to come burn Palm branches at
5:30 p.m., share a meal together at 6 p.m. (love offering welcome), and worship together for
Ash Wednesday from 7-8 p.m.

BLESSING BAGS - The children of Bracken UMC thank you for your generosity and donations
towards their mission project of “Blessing Bags”
(Homeless Bags). To date, we have made over 40 bags. Our Preschool families are joining us
in this mission; Team Bracken is amazing!
Items welcome for donation at all times of the year: crackers, meat pouches/jerky, fruit cups,
Kleenex, toiletries, granola bars.
KIDS GO CAROLING - March 27thBracken Children and their families are
invited to go caroling at Sodalis Assisted
Living.
Dinner at 5:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall,
caroling from 6:30-7:30 p.m.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL Registration for ROAR VBS will open
April 7th.
VBS is July 22nd -26th. Join in on the
fun!
EASTER EVE EMBERS - Family fun for
Easter: Egg hunt, games, food, worship
led by Bracken youth - April 20th; 4:306:30 p.m.
EASTER SUNDAY- April 21

Blessings and THANKS!!!
Nicole
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BRACKEN UMC YOUTH MINISTRY
Welcome to all youth (grades 6-12) and families!
The youth ministry of Bracken UMC exists to grow the faith of youth
in our community so that they may serve and lead as disciples.

United Methodist Youth Fellowship (UMYF)
meets Wednesdays at 6:30-8:00 PM in the Wahl
House for snacks, games, music led by the Youth
Worship Team, Bible studies, and small groups led
by trained volunteers.
Dinner is at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

Confirmation classes for youth (Wahl
House) and parents (Ed. Building Room
#4) meet about The Absolute Basics of
the Christian Faith on Sundays at
10:15-11:15 a.m.

STAY CONNECTED WITH BRACKEN UMC YOUTH MINISTRY!
The Weekly Youth Update email is our primary means of communication. Contact Caleigh if
you would like to be added to this email list. For brief text updates, join our Remind group using
code @brackeny, and follow @brackenyouth on Instagram!

Thank you to everyone who donated soup as
part of "Souper" Bowl Sunday, a ministry the
youth sponsored in order to provide food for
families in our community.
Winter Retreat was January 18-21 at Camp
Zephyr. Our theme for this year was “In The
Everyday: Finding God in the Familiar,” and we
focused on Colossians 3:12-17.

Upcoming Events:
March 23: Masquerade Mystery Party
April 20: Easter Eve Service

Thank you for joining the work the Lord is doing by ministering to and with young people!
Caleigh Smith—Bracken UMC Youth Director
caleigh.bumc@gmail.com
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March/April Birthdays:
March
Knight, Bernice
Sassman, Patricia
Fernandez, Chris
Gossett, Melissa
Mueller, Todd
Mueller, Graham
Gossett, Lila
Namendorf, Faith
Sassman, Elizabeth
Pullin, Kyle
Tomb, Rebecca
Blazek, Pat
Kutscher, Kolt
Stehle, Wilford
Bindseil, James
Tomb, Kimberly
Quinn, Janelle
Quinn, Shannon
Stehle, Stanley
Nakayama, Karen
Kurz, Cade Weston
Namendorf, Mardie
Sassman, Harvey
Broussard, Suzanne
Stephens, Jayden
Bagwell, Scott
Brewer, Jessie
Stephens, Lilliana
April
McGovern, Alyson
Luther, Bethany
Pullin, Preston
McRill, Glenn
Wuest, Kevin
Namendorf, Dieter
Peterson, Kim
Wuest, Kim
Svendsen, Juanita
Bagwell, Skylar
Bistline, Russell
Covington, Madalyn
DeHaven, Dr. Bradley
McGovern, Emily
Sassman, Terry
Basore, Annabel
Scott, Carly
Schulmeier, Judith
Drake, Glenda

1
4
5
5
7
8
9
9
10
14
15
17
18
18
19
20
22
23
23
26
27
27
27
29
29
30
31
31
2
4
6
8
8
11
11
11
12
20
20
21
21
21
22
23
23
28
30

March/April Anniversaries:
MARCH
Bacon, LaDonna & Steve
December 2018 Presence
Total Membership
273
Wuest, Dennis & Kathy
Average Worship by service:
Faro, Terry & Sandy
8:45 Traditional Service
76
Harris, Ronny & Kim
11:15 Contemporary
37
Sunday School total
35
Anderson, Jim & Robyn
Average # Visitors
6
Mueller, Larry & Susan
Average Sunday Worship 113
Sanjuan, Mario & MJ
CHRISTMAS 2018 Presence
Humphreys, Scott & Susan
5 p.m. Christmas Eve
130
Jobe, Randy & Patty
9 p.m. Christmas Eve
104
Christmas Eve Total

234

January 2019 Presence

Average Worship by service:
8:45 Traditional Service
95
11:15 Contemporary
31
Sunday School total
38
Average # Visitors
5
Average Sunday Worship 126

APRIL
Kutscher, Kyle & Lori
Schulmeier, Judith & Irvin
Brumfield, Ken & Bea
Pardue, Jack & Shirley

Cornerstone as of 12/31/18

Please review your
current level of
contributions and
prayerfully consider
sharing any abundances
with God through the
church. Thank you for
supporting the mission
and ministries of
Bracken UMC.

$485,000
$414,403
$164,204
$563,203
$388,562
$967,169

2
11
15
22

Finances as of 12/31/18

Capital Campaign III Contrib.
Amount Pledged
Amount Collected
Vivian Trust Money Mkt
CASH AVAILABLE
Loan/Amount Avail.
TOTAL AVAILABLE

1
1
5
9
18
18
18
23
29

Month

Year-toDate

Offerings

43,031

382,295

Expenses

52,952

370,973

Ahead (Behind) (9,921)

11,322

General Fund Finances as of January 31, 2018
Month

Year-to-Date

Offerings

$21,897

$21,897

Expenses

$26,028

$26,028

Ahead (Behind)

($4,131)

($4,131)

Weekly Church Emails

Church emails go out several times a week to advise of the latest Bracken Church news. If
you’d like to be added, please call the church office or send via email. Also, if you’d like to
receive the monthly newsletter via mail or be taken off the mailer list, please contact the church
office at (830) 606-6717 or admin@brackenumc.org

March/April 2019
Sunday
8:45 a.m.
Traditional
Worship
9:45 a.m.
Gathering
Breakfast
10:15 a.m.
SS for all ages
11:15 a.m.
Contemporary
Service

March/April 2019 Calendar

Monday
9-2 Preschool CEC
10-11 am—Staff
Meeting, FH
11:15-1:15
Women’s Bible
Study
7:30-8:30 pm
Scout Troop 828,
FH

Tuesday

Wednesday

9-2 Preschool 9-2 Preschool CEC 9-2 Preschool
CEC

2:30 pm Men’s
Gospel Group - S
5:15 Children’s
Choir
5:30-7:30 Women’s
Bible Study
6-8 pm- UMYF
dinner FH & WH
6 - 7:30 pm WOW,
FH
7-8:30 pm
Joyful Noise - S

6-8:30 pm Disciple
Bible Study

March Events
th

Thursday

th

Mar. 4 & 18 - Bracken Mamas
Mar. 5th - Trustees
Mar. 7th & 21st - Venturing Crew 804
Mar. 9th - Maintaining God’s House
Mar. 10th - Finance & Church Council
Mar. 11th–15th Preschool Spring Break
Mar. 12th - Senior Ministry
Mar. 14th - Care Team
Mar. 14th - UMW Meeting
Mar. 19th - UMM meeting
Mar. 26th - Shawl Ministry
Mar. 27th - Food Bank distribution
Mar. 28th - Cub Scouts
Mar. 30th - UMW Rummage Sale

Thank you to the following families
for donating memorial funds
toward the purchase of kneeling
cushions and new chair cushions
in our Sanctuary:
Dorothy Hierholzer
Jeanette Roeber
George Roeber
Irvin Schulmeier
George Sassman

CEC
1:30-3 pm
Handbells - FH
5-9:30 pm
Eagle Scout
Review Board - Ed
3&4
6:30-8:30 pm
Contemp Music
Practice - S
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Friday

Saturday

9-2 Preschool
KEY:
CEC
CEC =
9-9:45 am
Children’s Ed.
Contemplative
Center
Prayer Service, S
Ed = Ed. Bldg
FH =
Fellowship
Hall
P = Parsonage
PS = Preschool

S = Sanctuary

Y = Youth
Bldg (Wahl

April Events
st

Apr. 1 & 15th - Bracken Mamas
Apr. 2nd - Trustees
Apr. 4th & 18th - Venturing Crew 804
Apr. 6th - Maintaining God’s House
Apr. 9th - Senior Ministry
Apr. 11th - Care Team
Apr. 11th - UMW Meeting
Apr. 14th - 10 am Combined Service
Apr. 14th - Finance & Church Council
Apr. 18th - Maundy Thursday Service
Apr. 19th - Good Friday - office closed
Apr. 19th - Good Friday Service
Apr. 20th - Easter Eve Embers
Apr. 21st - Easter
Apr. 23rd - Shawl Ministry
Apr. 24th - Food Bank distribution
Apr. 24th - Newsletter Fold
Apr. 25th - Cub Scouts

March/April 2019

Bracken United Methodist Church
Rev. Chris Bistline
20377 FM 2252
San Antonio, TX 78266-2615
Office: 830-606-6717
Preschool: 830-624-1429
Pastor’s Cell: 512-743-9587
Email: Admin@brackenumc.org
Website: www.brackenumc.org
Office Hours:
Mon. Tues. Thurs. 9 - 3 p.m.
Wed. 8:30 am - 2:30 p.m.
Fri. 8:30 am - 12 p.m.
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March/April
Newsletter

Come and Worship with Us!
Worship & Fellowship
Opportunities
8:45 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship
9:45 a.m. ~ Gathering Time with
Fellowship & Food
10:15 a.m. ~ Sunday School for
all ages
11:15 a.m. ~ Contemporary Worship

Church Staff
Senior Pastor ~
Reverend Chris Bistline
Volunteer Assoc. Pastor ~ Rev. Dawn Baird
Preschool Director ~
Michelle DeLeo
Church Administrator/Pianist ~ Janie Franz
Children’s Ministry Director ~ Nicole Powell
Youth Director ~
Caleigh Smith
Music Ministries Director ~
Kathy Roden
Director Contemporary Music ~ Kyle Lanford
Bookkeeper ~
Jill Hinrichs
Special Projects ~
Steve Rice

