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BRACKEN BRIEF
Vision: Glorifying God by living the Christian faith and Growing God's Kingdom.

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.
Ecclesiastes 3:1
Dear Friends,
Happy New Year! I hope you have had a blessed Christmas and are now able to enjoy the Christmas season with a little less
chaos and a little more focus! In the life of the church we are eagerly anticipating the Epiphany of the Lord! This occurs on the
twelfth day of Christmas when God reveals in the night sky a sign that the Messiah has been born to all people!
It is also the time of year when many of us will set aside a few quiet moments to reflect on how this year might be better than the
last; to evaluate attitudes, actions and behaviors that can be improved upon, not only for one’s personal health and well-being,
but for those around us, too.
Like many of you, I will try to better control my eating habits and exercise more. I have moments when I do this well and
moments that I’ll have that second portion or dessert and wonder, “What are you
thinking?”
In this Issue:
This year I hope to be kinder and more intentional in demonstrating random acts of
kindness. I was in a checkout line at Walmart before Christmas to purchase a gift
card and a candy bar for my staff Secret Santa present. The man ahead of me had a
stack of gift cards along with his other items to purchase and I asked him if he knew
where the Walmart cards were. It turns out I was in the right place because the
cashiers have them. Noticing that all I needed was a gift card, and a candy bar, he
and his wife encouraged me to go ahead of them in line. I wasn’t in any hurry and
told him that I was OK. But, they insisted, and I was thankful. It was this small
gesture of generosity that reminded me how little it takes to make someone else’s
day better. Perhaps you will join me in this endeavor to be kind and to spread
kindness in 2019.
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Helping an elderly person cross the street. It seems cliché but think about how
we might help someone get a cart at HEB or to stop traffic at the crosswalk.
Buy a cup of coffee for the person behind you in line. I know a per son who
regular picks up the check when he sees a service man or woman in umiform or
emergency response personnel eating in a restaurant.

Organize a community clean-up, or church clean-up, or river clean-up. Get
your friends involved in picking up litter, trimming away brush and making this earth Children’s Christmas Pageant
healthier and more beautiful.

7

New Members

7

Teach someone a new skill. People above a cer tain age need help with their
smart phones and computers. (Oh, wait, I’m in that age group!) Offer to help
someone learn new features and ways or organizing data.
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These are simple things. But imagine how your one act might make someone else’s
day a little brighter. Here’s to a kinder and gentler New Year!
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Blessings,
Chris
Pastor Chris

~Mission Statement~
Mission: Living the Christian faith through worship, education and nurture; growing God's Kingdom
through outreach, service and Mission.
~Vision Statement~
Vision: Glorifying God by living the Christian faith and growing God's Kingdom.
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Bracken Children’s Team Mission Statement
Together we will dream, plan, and implement ministry opportunities designed to further the faith and
spiritual growth of our children, their families, and our neighbors. We will foster an environment that
provides continuity, respect and awareness of differences for all who choose to serve our children.

Happy New Year! Here at Bracken Preschool our children are
celebrating the month with a closer look at our colder weather.
The highlight will be discovering ice blocks and pretend snow
in classroom sensory tubs. We are hoping for cold weather and precipitation so we can see
real icicles. The children will also take nature walks to see how the colder weather affects the
environment.

Bracken Preschool

Our last Parent Night Out will be held on Friday, February 15 from 6 – 10 p.m. Bracken
Preschool and church families and their friends are welcome to take advantage of this special
event. Call us or the church office to reserve your spot. Cost is $25.00 for first child and
$15.00 for each sibling.
Tips for the Home: Wonder-filled Learning by The Early Years.
“I wonder…” Those two words can spark curiosity and get your children excited about learning.
Guide them with
“wonders” to motivate
them to imagine,
explore, and discover.
Your house is full of
wonders.
Ask your youngster to
imagine what life would
be like if they had
“magnifying-glass
vision.” What could
they notice that they
can’t see now? Let
them walk around the
house with a magnifying glass to find out.
Everyday run-of-themill experiences can inspire wonder. In a department store, have your child stand in front of a
triple mirror to see all of their reflections. Do they go on forever? If you’re at the bank’s drivethru, point out the vacuum tube and have them watch the canister go up. You can discuss how
it works. Discovering the “wonders” around us can be a great educational experience.

Blessings of the Season,
Michelle DeLeo, Director

Upcoming Events:
Last Parents Night Out—Friday, Feb 15 6-10 p.m.
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The Randolph Area Christian Assistance Program (RACAP)
thanks everyone who helped make our Holiday Program such a
great success. Through RACAP at Thanksgiving, 218 families
received a food basket. For the holidays, 291 families are
scheduled to receive a Christmas food basket, and 289 children in
these families will receive toys. Your generous donations to
RACAP make this all possible. Speaking of donations, we are so
grateful for the very generous monetary donation from the Bracken
Pumpkin Patch. These funds will be used to purchase turkeys and
other perishable items, and help clients on a daily basis.
Last month, in addition to the Thanksgiving baskets, we helped 396 people.
We fed 294 people from our pantry, helped 41 families pay their utilities, 42
families pay their rent, and 14 clients purchase their prescribed medications.
You can see we have been very busy. These may sound like a bunch of
boring numbers, but each number represents a life that has been shown
God’s love thru the help we offer. Another big thank you goes to all the
ladies in our prayer shawl ministry. They have been working tirelessly to
make hats, scarfs, prayer squares, and headbands for RACAP’s clients.
What treasured gifts these will be!
God is always so faithful to supply what we need. We recently had a cancer patient who came
to RACAP for help. She had recently taken on the responsibility of raising her 5-year-old
granddaughter and was having trouble making ends meet. She mentioned that they did not
have a tree or gifts. Jessie Fisher, RACAP’s Director, gave her the assistance she needed and
signed her up for our Holiday Program. She then sent an e-mail to all the volunteers asking if
anyone had a tree or decorations they no longer needed. Someone came forward with the tree
and all decorations needed. The granddaughter will receive gifts from their sponsor for
Christmas. God sent the right people to supply what was needed to help this family, and they
were so grateful. Thank YOU for helping make this happen for this family.
Thank you all for your generous support of RACAP and for all your prayers as we serve those
in need in our area. Have a Blessed New Year.
Elaine Smith, Your RACAP Representative

Pantry Needs: Peanut butter, jelly, Hamburger Helper, tomato products, canned
fruits & soups, spaghetti noodles & sauce, dried beans, ramen noodles, and toiletries
(toothpaste, bath soap, shampoo, etc.).
Monetary donations sincerely appreciated for rent/Rx/utilities.
UMM: All men of Bracken UMC and their guests are welcome to participate in
the United Methodist Men (UMM). UMM cooks pancakes and sausages for fellowship
on 4th Sundays. Helpers are welcome at 9:15 a.m. Donations collected for pancakes
go into the BUMC Members’ Emergency Fund. Thank you, Bracken!
Ryan Powell, President
Thank You for Giving – We know you have a lot of choices in your giving. Thank
you for supporting the mission and ministries of Bracken UMC.
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Adult Spiritual Formation

*** JUSTICE AND CHARITY - A Parody ***
There is a story told, now quite famous within social justice circles:
Once upon a time there was a town that was built just beyond
the bend of a large river. One day some of the children from the
town were playing beside the river when they noticed three
bodies floating in the water. They ran for help and the townsfolk
quickly pulled the bodies out of the river. One body was dead so
they buried it. One was alive, but quite ill, so they put that person
into the hospital. The third turned out to be a healthy child, who
they then placed with a family who cared for it and who took it to
school. From that day on, every day a number of bodies came
floating down the river, and every day, the good people of the
town would pull them out and tend to them—taking the sick to
hospitals, placing the children with families, and burying those who were dead. This went on for
years; each day brought its quota of bodies, and the townsfolk not only came to expect a
number of bodies each day but also worked at developing more elaborate systems for picking
them out of the river and tending to them. Some of the townsfolk became quite generous in
tending to these bodies and a few extraordinary ones even gave up their jobs so that they could
tend to this concern full-time. And the town itself felt a certain healthy pride in its generosity.
However, during all these years and despite all that generosity and effort, nobody thought to go
up the river, beyond the bend that hid from their sight what was above them, and find out why,
daily, those bodies came floating down the river.
What the parable highlights in a rather simple way is the difference between private charity and
social justice. Private charity responds to the homeless, wounded, and the dead bodies, but it
does not of itself try to get at the reasons why they are there. Social justice tries to go up the
river and change the reasons that create homeless, wounded, and dead bodies.
Ronald Rolheiser in Living God’s Justice; Jim Wallis, The Call to Conversion, Recovering the
Gospel for Our Times (San Francisco: Harper and Row, 1981)
Wesley developed five kinds of programs to serve the poor which he operated out of the
Foundry, his church in London: 1. Feed the poor; 2. Materials and seed money to start up small
businesses or to keep businesses from closing; 3. Schools for the children of the poor;
4. Literacy programs for adults; and 5. Free medical clinics for the poor.
***********************************************************************************************************************

Suzanne Broussard is a full-time spiritual director and member of Spiritual Directors
International since 2004. For information about the ministry or the spiritual director, or to
make an appointment, please call (830) 832-3714 or email gardenershouse@yahoo.com

Cornerstone commitments for
our new Multipurpose Building.
Status: as of November 30th, we
have received $399,076 from 59
families.
God Is Good!
It’s not to late to make your
Commitment to Bracken!

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN:
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United Methodist Women - New Year/New Day/New Time
Happy New Year everyone!
Bracken United Methodist Women has moved to the 2nd Thursday of each month at 11 a.m. The
first meeting is Thursday, January 10, 11 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. I am providing a light lunch
and hope you will be there to enjoy it.
We would love to have you become a member of Bracken UMW. There are no dues or
requirements; money-wise, you have the opportunity but not the obligation, to make a pledge, and to
donate to an annual World Thank Offering and Prayer and Self Denial Offering; time-wise, we
understand that not everyone has time to attend a monthly meeting, so if all you can do is attend our
fellowship events/outings, help with some of our projects like the
rummage sale, and maybe attend a meeting or two, we’d love to
have you!
We had a good group and a lot of fun at the Ladies Christmas
Party and collected a lot of socks for the Bethany UMC Cold
Weather Shelter.
Angel sales went great and the angels looked very nice on the
tree. Thank you for purchasing them.
Most months, UMW has a guest speaker from a local mission. If
you know of a mission, or someone from an organization of
interest to women, please let me know. If you have a suggestion
on how to make UMW more interesting to Bracken women, I’d
love to hear your thoughts.
I hope to see you January 10!
Blessings & Merry Christmas,
Luanne Schuetze
2018 UMW President
http://www.umwriotexas.org/

TRUSTEES REPORT:
Septic SitRep: Joe Hudson cleaned out the spray area behind the shed. Spray heads now working but
found filled with sand. Monitoring. Thanks very much, Joe!
Buildings and Grounds: Reviewing bid for servicing our A/C units in Sanctuary, FH and PS from
Christianson Mechanical and George Best Company, versus current Beyer Boys contract. Approved
continuation of Lawn Contractor, on-call as needed and local. Approved Ameritex Elevator Services
contract, which includes quarterly service, telephone monitoring (auto-alerts) and on-call services.
Replaces Thyssen Krupp with substantial monthly savings.
Landscaping and Irrigation: Tentatively approved a proposal from Sundek to overlay the pebble
finish concrete flatwork and steps in front of Sanctuary. Obtaining samples for color and texture
selections for the next meeting on 8 January.
PP: Amanda reported $26,600 income and distributed $21,870 to Bracken missions. Thank you,
Amanda, for all your hard work.
Facilities Use Agreement: Pastor Chris working a revision and will present at a future meeting.
Officers for 2019: Officers elected were Steve Schuetze as Chairman and Amanda Hamilton as ViceChair. Welcome, Amanda!
Funerals: need to modify the Facilities Use Agreement to include the cost and process to
reroute/stop traffic while a funeral procession is walking from the church to the Bracken cemetery.
Sheriff’s deputies will be around $350 for 4 hours minimum and Hanson needs to be notified so they
can reroute trucks during the procession.
Steve Schuetze, Chair
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Prayer Shawl Ministry:
Mission - Philippians 2:2: “…agreeing wholeheartedly with each, loving one another, and working
together with one heart with purpose.”
Vision Statement - Psalm 90:17 “May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us;
establish the work of our hands for us. Yes, establish the work of our hands.”

The Prayer Shawl Ministry for 2018
met every month except for December.
There were 61 prayer shawls made
and 44 distributed; 4 baby blankets
were given to new parents;
261 items were donated to RACAP for
their Christmas baskets; 75 prayer
squares were
made for Walk to Emmaus; 34 Chemo
caps were made for United Health
Systems and 65 prayer squares were
made. All of these items were created
to bring comfort during times
of joy and challenges.
Two of our beloved and devoted
members passed into the arms of
Jesus this past year; Gladys Mueller
and Carol Kemp. Their presence is
sorely missed.
As we begin our 11th year, our shawls
are available to anyone who needs
comfort.
Contact: Pastor Chris, Pastor Dawn, the church office or a prayer shawl member.
We meet every 4th Tuesday (exception is January 29), please join us.
God Bless, Pat Helmken, Chair

Contact Pastor Chris, Pastor Dawn or the church office if you need or know of
anyone that could benefit from a prayer shawl. Thank You!

Thank you choir and our wonderful readers for a beautiful Cantata!
We hope you
were able to
attend and be
blessed at
this service.
Thank you,
Pastor Dawn!
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We have wonderful children! This year they did an outstanding
job on their Christmas pageant under Ms. Kathy’s direction.

WE WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Brenda Leiser

Cheryl and Ed Haney
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES:
Happy New Year friends and family!
I pray you still find yourself in the uplifted Christmas spirit
of celebrating Jesus being in your life, every day and
throughout all parts of your day!
LEARNING: This January and February, our children’s
ministries will be exploring what it means to work together
for the greater good. Our “Orange” curriculum will take us
through Bible stories such as building the tabernacle,
Joshua winning the battle over the Amalekites, Jesus
healing the paralytic with the help of his four friends, and
“one body but many parts”. We will learn how working together is God’s plan, helps
ensure others succeed, and allows us to be Jesus for others in need.
SERVING: We will be starting an
ongoing mission project this January
and February of creating and
assembling bags for homeless
brothers and sisters: “Blessing
Bags”. The “Blessing Bags” will then
be available for families to keep one in
their car. We are collecting: new
socks, beef sticks, peanut butter or
cheese crackers, fruit cups or
pouches, cereal bars, tuna/chicken
packets, bottles of water and dollar
bills.
DOING: Join WOW,
Wednesday, Feb. 20
(date tentative), for
caroling at local
assisted living
facilities.
We want our elders
to know they are not
forgotten—and that
they are loved.
Blessings and
THANKS!!!
Nicole

Look at all the fun
things we did at
our Family
Advent Night!
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BRACKEN UMC YOUTH MINISTRY
Welcome to all youth (grades 6-12) and families! The youth ministry of Bracken UMC exists
to grow the faith of youth in our community so that they may serve and lead as disciples.

STAY CONNECTED WITH BRACKEN UMC YOUTH MINISTRY!
The Weekly Youth Update email is our primary means of communication. Contact Caleigh if
you would like to be added to this email list. For brief text updates, join our Remind group
using code @brackeny, and follow @brackenyouth on Instagram!

United Methodist Youth Fellowship
meets Wednesdays for dinner at 6:00. Then
from 6:30-8,we go to the Wahl House for
snacks, games, music led by the Youth
Worship Team, Bible studies, and small
groups led by trained volunteers.
~No Meeting January 2~

Family Faith Formation meets Sundays
at 10:15-11:15 a.m. in the Wahl House.
We invite youth and parents to this class
that provides opportunities to have faith
conversations as a family.

Upcoming Event: 2019 Winter Retreat — January 18-21, 2019 at Camp Zephyr
Theme: In The Everyday: Finding God in the Familiar (Colossians 3:12-17)
Who: All 6th-12th Graders who have the desire to
deepen their relationships with Christ by moving
from knowing Christ to following Christ.
Registration: The student registration link and
Bracken UMC’s medical form are in the Weekly
Youth Update email.
Deadline: The final deadline for submission of the
online registration form, Bracken UMC's medical
form, and payment is Friday, January 4.
Cost/Payment: $175/Payment should be in the
form of a check made out to Bracken UMC with
"Youth Winter Retreat" written in the memo.
Money should never be a reason not to participate, so scholarships and payment plans are
available upon request! Please contact Caleigh if
you are interested or have any questions.
Thank you for all the ways you join the Lord’s
work by investing in youth!
Caleigh Smith—BUMC Youth Director
caleigh.bumc@gmail.com

Thank you to the youth who led the
Advent candle lighting during the contemporary service on Sunday, December 9! And thank you to the Youth
Worship team for helping lead the
Family Christmas Eve Service!
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Jan/Feb Birthdays:
January
Jean Miller
Royce Simmonds
Camaryn Sawyer
Valita Loser
Kaitlyn Anderson
Delany Dalton
Elizabeth Friesenhahn
Gregory Loser
Bill Swint
Jim Porter
Lila Cantu
Jamie Sassman
Kathy Roden
Hugh Grant
Billy Mueller
Kolton James Powell
Landon Sawyer
Sandra Swint
February
Ford Nichols
Megan Bindseil
Linda Reeh
Susan Blair
Hillary Mueller
John Blair
David Jagge
Janice Rose
Lorraine Mueller
Steve Rice
Grace Stehle
Taylor Thorpe
Lauren Roden
Danielle Garcia
Martha McGuire
Jessica Kurz
Michael Davidson
Rileigh Harris

2
5
6
8
9
11
11
12
12
13
16
17
18
28
29
30
31
31
4
6
6
10
10
11
12
12
13
14
14
14
15
16
16
17
18
20

Jan/Feb ANNIVERSARIES:
January
Karen and Bill Nakayama
Chris and Russell Bistline
Pat and Jim Gathright
Susan and Brian Coffee
November 2018 Presence
Total Membership
273 Kay and Hugh Grant
February
Average Worship by service:
8:45 Traditional Service
77 Hillary and Bobby Mueller
11:15 Contemporary
28
Sunday School total
30
Average # Visitors
4
Average Sunday Worship 110

3
8
17
21
28
10

Finances as of Nov. 30, 2018
Month

Year-to-Date

Offerings

37,818

339,264

Expenses

23,799

318,021

Ahead (Behind)

14,019

21,243

Cornerstone as of 10/30/18
Capital Campaign III Contrib.

Merry Christmas!!!

Amount Pledged
Amount Collected
Vivian Trust Mny Mkt
CASH AVAILABLE
Loan/Amount Avail.
TOTAL AVAILABLE

$485,000
$399,076
$164,127
$563,203
$384,661
$947,864

Weekly Church Emails

Church emails go out several times a week to advise of the
latest Bracken Church news. If you’d like to be added, please
call the church office or send via email. Also, if you’d like to
receive the monthly newsletter via mail or be taken off the
mailer list, please contact the church office at (830) 606-6717
or admin@brackenumc.org

Please review your current level of contributions and prayerfully consider
sharing any abundances with God through the church. Thank you for
supporting the mission and ministries of Bracken UMC.

January/February 2019 Calendar

January/February 2019
Sunday

Monday

8:45 a.m.
Traditional
Worship
9:45 a.m.
Gathering
Breakfast
10:15 a.m.
SS for all ages
11:15 a.m.
Contemporary
Service

9-2 Preschool CEC
10-11 am—Staff
Meeting, FH
11:15-1:15
Women’s Bible
Study
7:30-8:30 pm
Scout Troop 828,
FH

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

9-2 Preschool 9-2 Preschool CEC 9-2 Preschool
CEC

5:30-7:30 Women’s
Bible Study
6-8 pm- UMYF
dinner FH & WH
6 - 7:30 pm WOW,
FH
6-6:50 pm Men’s
Gospel Group - S
7-8:30 pm
Joyful Noise - S
7:30-8:00 pm
Youth Music
Practice - FH

6-8:30 pm Disciple
Bible Study

CEC
1:30-3 pm
Handbells - FH
5-9:30 pm
Eagle Scout
Review Board - Ed
3&4
6:30-8:30 pm
Contemp Music
Practice - S
6:30-8 pm
Financial Peace
804 (Scouts) - FH

January Events

Page 11

Friday

Saturday

9-2 Preschool
KEY:
CEC
CEC =
9-9:45 am
Children’s Ed.
Contemplative
Center
Prayer Service, S
Ed = Ed. Bldg
FH =
Fellowship
Hall
P = Parsonage
PS = Preschool

S = Sanctuary

Y = Youth
Bldg (Wahl

February Events

th

th

Jan 1 – Office closed

Feb. 4 & 18th – Bracken Mamas

Jan 3th & 17th – Venturing Crew

Feb. 5th – Trustees

Jan 7th & 28th – Bracken Mamas

Feb. 7th & 21st – Venturing Crew

Jan 8th – Senior Ministry

Feb. 8th – Maintaining God’s House

Jan 8th – Trustees

Feb. 12th – Senior Ministry

Jan 10th – UMW meeting

Feb 14th – UMW meeting

Jan 12th – Maintaining God’s House

Feb 14th – Care Team

Jan 21st– Office closed for MLK Day

Feb. 26th – Shawl Ministry

Jan 22nd – Shawl Ministry

Feb. 27th – Food Bank & NL Fold

Jan 23rd – Food Bank & NL Fold

You donated 1,440 cookies plus the cost for shipping to the soldiers in Afghanistan!

Weekly Church Emails

Also, if you’d like to receive emails or be taken off the email list, please contact the church
office at (830) 606-6717 or admin@brackenumc.org

January/February 2019

Bracken United Methodist Church
Rev. Chris Bistline
20377 FM 2252
San Antonio, TX 78266-2615
Office: 830-606-6717
Preschool: 830-624-1429
Pastor’s Cell: 512-743-9587
Email: Admin@brackenumc.org
Website: www.brackenumc.org
Office Hours:
Mon. Tues. Thurs. 9 - 3 p.m.
Wed. 8:30 am - 2:30 p.m.
Fri. 8:30 am - 12 p.m.
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January/February
Newsletter

Come and Worship with Us!
Worship & Fellowship
Opportunities
8:45 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship
9:45 a.m. ~ Gathering Time with
Fellowship & Food
10:15 a.m. ~ Sunday School for
all ages
11:15 a.m. ~ Contemporary Worship

Church Staff
Senior Pastor ~
Reverend Chris Bistline
Volunteer Assoc. Pastor ~ Rev. Dawn Baird
Church Administrator/Pianist ~ Janie Franz
Children’s Ministry Director ~ Nicole Powell
Youth Director ~
Caleigh Smith
Director Traditional Music ~
Kathy Roden
Director Contemporary Music ~ Kyle Lanford
Special Music Ministries ~
Kathy Roden
Preschool Director ~
Michelle DeLeo
Bookkeeper ~
Jill Hinrichs
Special Projects ~
Steve Rice

