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BRACKEN BRIEF 

~Mission Statement~ 

         Mission: Living the Christian faith through worship, education and nurture; growing God's Kingdom 
through outreach, service and Mission. 

~VisionStatement~ 

Vision: Glorifying God by living the Christian faith and growing God's Kingdom. 

Vision: Glorifying God by living the Christian faith and Growing God's Kingdom. 

A voice cries out: 'In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert 
a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made 

low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.  
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together,  for the 

mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ Isaiah 40:3-5 

Dear Friends, 
 

When I was about four years old, our next door neighbors came over to the house with a rather large 
present several weeks before Christmas. We were to open it then to enjoy during the weeks leading 
up to Christmas. Inside the package was a very elaborate ginger bread house, decked out with icing 
and candies. It had plastic trees and people around it. Santa and his reindeer were in the yard. It was 
amazing! I had never seen anything like it in my life. OK, I was four! The gingerbread house was 
placed on our dining room table to admire throughout the days leading up to Christmas. My brother 
Charles and I would frequently go into the dining room and just stare at it, wishing we could eat it!  
It was glorious! 
 

In my high school years, my best friend, Karen, thought it would be a 
great idea if we made gingerbread houses. I’m not talking the graham 
cracker houses that you glue together with icing; I’m talking about 
home-made houses made with gingerbread that we mixed, rolled out, 
then cut into the shapes needed for the walls and roof using our pre-
made patterns  We placed the pieces on cookie sheets and baked them, 
and then assembled our houses with hot melted sugar. (If you’ve never 
worked with hot melted sugar, beware! It burns!) Making our 
gingerbread houses was quite the production! We mixed up royal 
icing and decorated our houses with all sorts of different candies. 
Rather than keeping them for ourselves, we gave them away to friends 
to enjoy in the days before Christmas. 
 
Even though I didn’t really know much about the season of Advent 
and the ways that we as Christians use the season to prepare for 
Christ’s second coming as well as remembering Jesus’ birth from long 
ago, everything about creating our gingerbread houses helped us to 
draw attention away from ourselves and our own selfish wants for 
Christmas toward an activity that would ultimately bring joy to others.  
 

As we prepare for the coming of Christ yet again into our midst, I 
would encourage you find some ways that will take your attention 
away from yourself and the busyness of this season that will draw you 
closer to God and closer to others. 
 
Grace and peace, 

Chris 

Pastor Chris 
Pastor Chris 
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Autumn is such a beautiful time of year.  There 
are so many learning opportunities for young 

children both in the environment and the classroom.  We had so much fun 
during the month of November.  A few of the highlights of the past month 
were Stomp and Play, our Thanksgiving Sing-a-long and our 2nd Annual 
Literacy Night with Veterans.     
 

Spending time outdoors is so nice in Texas this time of year.  The weather 
cools off just enough to make it pleasurable.  Here are some tips for 
spending time outdoors with your child: 
 

Add a short walk to your evening routine.  After dinner and dishes, hit 
the pavement.  Look up at the stars, keep an ear out for sounds of the night, 
and listen while your child tells you about his or her day. 
 

Play games.  Share the games you played when you 
were a child.  Play games on a picnic table or blanket.  
Introduce skills preschoolers will one day use to play sports, 
such as kicking or dribbling a ball, or hitting a foam ball back 
and forth using light rackets. 
 

Enjoy the nature all around you.  Point out the nature 
all around you – leaves on trees, bugs living under a rock 
or in a decaying tree stump, birds flying from bush-to-bush.  
Go visit a park, nature center or farmers’ market.  Bring 
along nature guides, paper, crayons, measuring tools, 
containers, a magnifying glass, and binoculars so you can 
help your child become an enthusiastic nature investigator.   
 

The children at Bracken go outside as often as possible.  They run, climb, 
pull wagons, kick and throw balls and go for walks.  This year we have 
added a mud kitchen and they just love it.  We believe that almost anything 
children do indoors can be an outdoor activity too.   
 

Let us know what fun things you do outside with your children.  Visit us on 
Facebook at Bracken United Methodist Preschool. 
  

Blessings, 

Michelle DeLeo,  

Preschool Director        

    

   

 

Bracken Children’s Team Mission Statement 

Together we will dream, plan, and implement ministry opportunities designed to further the faith and 
spiritual growth of our children, their families, and our neighbors.  We will foster an environment that 

provides continuity, respect and awareness of differences for all who choose to serve our children. 

Bracken Preschool 
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Pantry Needs: Jello, tomato products, canned meats, cereal, canned vegetables,   

jelly, Hamburger Helper, bagged rice, canned fruits, canned soups, spaghetti noodles 

and spaghetti sauce, dried beans, Ramen noodles, and all toiletries (toothpaste, bath 

soap, shampoo, etc.)  Monetary donations are also needed to purchase turkeys and 

other perishable items. 

Thank You for Giving – We know you have a lot of choices in your giving. Thank 
you for supporting the mission and ministries of Bracken UMC. 

Christmas is such a joyous time of the year, and the 

Randolph Area Christian Assistance Program (RACAP) 

has so many reasons to celebrate.  We are able to share 

the good news of Jesus’s birth and the impact it has had 

in our lives with clients who come to RACAP for help.  We are able to show them God’s 

loving care thru the assistance we offer them.   

Your generous donations to RACAP make this all possible. Speaking of donations, we 

are so grateful for the very generous donations of food to help us fill our holiday      

baskets.  Last month, in addition to the Thanksgiving baskets, we helped 467 people.  

We fed 343 people from our pantry, helped 51 families pay their utilities, 53 families 

pay their rent, and 7 clients purchase their prescribed medications. Through RACAP, 

244 families received a Thanksgiving Basket, and the applications for Christmas     

Baskets are still coming in at this newsletter deadline.  So you can see we have been 

very busy.      

Another big ‘thank you’ goes to everyone who volunteered to sponsor a family.  Without 

your help, RACAP could not serve all the families who need us.  RACAP is still in need 

of funds to cover the cost of the turkeys and other perishable items.  You can make 

your check out to Bracken UMC, noted for RACAP Holiday Baskets, and place it in the 

offering plate on Sunday. Or you can mail it directly to RACAP at 307 Pfeil Street, 

Schertz, TX 78154.       

Thank you all for your generous support of RACAP and for all your prayers as we serve 

those in need in our area.  Have a Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year.          

Elaine Smith,  

Your RACAP Representative    
 

UMM: All men of Bracken UMC and their guests are welcome to participate in 
the United Methodist Men (UMM). UMM cooks pancakes and sausages for fellowship 
on 4th Sundays. Helpers are welcome at 9:15 a.m. Donations collected for pancakes 
go into the BUMC Members’ Emergency Fund. Thank you, Bracken!                         
 

Blessings,  Russell Bistline, President 
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Adult Spiritual Formation by Suzanne Broussard 
 

 

*** Wild at Heart: Becoming A Living Sanctuary *** 
 

                “The life of grace in our hearts is renewed from moment to moment,  
              directly and personally by God in God’s love for us.” ― Thomas Merton     
 
Sixteen-week course exploring the dimensions of contemplative living in action. 
Focus will be on spiritual experience, formation in prayer, psychology of prayer, 
the spiritual life and teachings on spirituality.  
 

Topics to be encountered: 
* Becoming a Living Sanctuary                           * Dark Night of the Soul 
* Silence                                                              * Compassion 
* Solitude                                                             * Grief 
* Wilderness                                                        * The Truth of Who We Are 
* Repairing the Soul                                            * Story Telling 
* Connection with the Divine                               * Wisdom 
* Attachments                                                      * Ongoing Dynamics of Life 
 

Students will be expected to engage in spiritual direction, journaling and regular 
prayer. Class size is limited. Registration Fee: $10:00. Books not included 
(recommended). 
 

To Register: stmarkwisdom@gmail.com  Registration opens 12/10/18. 
Location:  School of Wisdom, 3039 Ranch Rd 12, San Marcos, TX  78666-2488 
Monday Evenings, January 7th-April 29th, time-off March 18th (Spring Break)  
Contemplative prayer - Sanctuary at 5:30 p.m. (optional and encouraged) 
Community Dinner - Parish Hall at 6:00 p.m.  Classes from 6:45 to 8:30 p.m. 
 

Facilitator: Suzanne Broussard, Gardener’s House of Prayer 
Suzanne Broussard is a certified spiritual director with 25 years of experience in 
clinical settings; religious education, spiritual and retreat ministries with a focus 
on the holistic development of adult spiritual formation, ecumenical and interfaith, 
individuals and groups. She founded Gardener’s House of Prayer in 2004, 
located in New Braunfels, which includes a small retreat house. She encourages 
and supports awakening or reawakening to those who desire to open to the ever 
available presence and guidance of the Sacred in their lives. Suzanne provides 
hospitality for spiritual deepening through spiritual direction, teaching 
transformative wisdom and practices; responding to hearts and souls longing for 
greater interiority and cultivation of their personal life of prayer. She is presently 
active in mentoring and supervising spiritual director trainees, small group 
processing facilitator for the Forest Dwelling Program through Oblate School of 
Theology, and a praying member of two Contemplative Prayer communities. 
Suzanne's interests include prayer, gardening, the study of the early desert 
mothers and fathers, mystics, monastics and contemplatives, social justice and 
the company of good friends.  
 

www.gardenershouseofprayer.org      gardenershouse@yahoo.com        (830) 832-3714 
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Cornerstone commitments  

for our new  

Multipurpose Building. 
 

Status: As of October 31, 2018, 
we have received $384,638 total 
from 59 families. 

               God Is Good! 

 It’s not to late to make your 

Commitment to Bracken! 

 

We are almost halfway through the giving 
phase of our Cornerstone Capital 
Campaign! We are that much closer to 
providing ample space for large gatherings 
such as potluck dinners, Celebrations of 
Life, Family Reunions, Wedding 
Receptions, Community events and so 
much more! Please continue to be in 
prayer for Bracken as we faithfully respond 
to God's calling in this endeavor! 
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“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your 
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.”  Jeremiah 29:11 



Bracken Brief Page 6 

The classic hymn, “Silent Night,” first made its debut 200 years 
ago on Christmas Eve, 1818, at the St. Nicholas chapel in 
Oberndorf bei Salzburg, Austria. The melody by composer 
Franz Gruber is instantly recognizable from the first few notes, 
and the original text by Joseph Mohr has been translated from 
the original German into over 140 languages.  
 
In 1914, just four years shy of the 100th anniversary of “Silent 
Night,” the soldiers fighting World War I along the Western 
Front held a ceasefire in some areas out of mutual respect for 
the holiday. Members from opposing sides exchanged gifts and 
stories with one another, played games, and sang Christmas 
carols, including the beloved hymn “Silent Night.”  
 
Today, churches all over the world gather together each year 
on Christmas Eve to join hands, light candles, sing “Silent 
Night,” and participate in a timeless tradition of inimitable ritual 
power. 
 
For more history check out  
www.history.com/news/world-war-is-christmas-truce-100-years-ago 

200th Anniversary of Silent Night  

https://www.history.com/news/world-war-is-christmas-truce-100-years-ago
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THANK YOU, AMANDA & HELPERS, FOR CREATING OUR MOST BEAUTIFUL & FUNCTIONAL PATCH, EVER!! 

*************************************************************************** 

Prayer Shawl Ministry:  
Vision Statement - Psalm 90:17.   

“May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us; establish 
the work of our hands for us. Yes, establish the work of 
our hands.”    

Mission Statement - Philippians 2:2 “…agreeing 
wholeheartedly with each, loving one another, and 
working together with one heart with purpose.” 
 

God has wonderfully blessed the Prayer Shawl ministry 

this past year and for the past ten years.  Our shawls, 

prayer squares, chemo caps, hats and scarves have 

brought comfort to family, friends and strangers of our 

congregation, community, University Healthy Systems, 

Walks to Emmaus and RACAP’s Christmas baskets. As 

people experience any one of life’s  

many challenges or joys, including illness, surgeries, 

death or new babies, they received something tangible as comfort and a reminder that someone 

cares. 
 

Please join us any fourth Tuesday for a time of fellowship. If you would like a shawl, Contact 

Pastor Chris, Pastor Dawn, a prayer shawl member or the church office.  Thank you! 
 

Pat Helmken, Chair 

PUMPKIN PATCH WRAP-UP:   Meeting held 11/19 with 15 
attending.  Amanda explained requests and requestors 
reviewed details.  Discussion ensued redisposition of WOW 
and Fall Festival Designated Fund balances, totaling $10,616.  
Discussed specific  items for other funding, including using 
Vivian Trust to fund Cornerstone mailings ($1,000), and other 
items.  Recommendations to be reviewed by Finance then 
Church Council.  PP expects to distribute approximately 
$27,200 to following requestors: 
 

INITIAL REQUESTS’ TOTAL:               $29,509 
 

Requests:   RACAP E. Smith     $2,500      
                   Food Distro.   B. Gordy    $4,200 
                   Trustees          S. Rice         $5,500  
                   Youth           C. Smith       $3,685  
                   Children’s   N. Powell         $842 (recommended use Fall Fest DF) 
                   WOW/Wed. N. Powell/     $4,550 (50-60 at 35 wks; ~$2 per person/meals; 
                                          C. Smith             recommended use Fall Fest./WOW DFs)      
                    Ads/Ev.   Pastor Chris  $3,050 (recommend V. Trust - Cornerstone mail) 
                    Phone Upgrade   Janie      $1,572 (automate switching; individual Mailboxes) 
                    Direct Support  Michele/   $3,000  (1K child with cancer/no medical fund;  
                                              Nicole                        1K Teacher in need; 1K teacher—car  
                                                                                accident/home being foreclosed) 
   Landscaping  S. Schuetze $4,000 (use residual in PP, less 2019 set-aside) 
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BRACKEN UNITED METHODIST WOMEN:  INVITATION - New Year/New Day/New Time 
  

UMW is going to try something different.  Starting in January we will meet the 2nd Thursday of 
each month at 11 a.m. on a trial basis thru June to see how everyone likes it. The first meeting 
will be Thursday, January 10, in the Fellowship Hall. Luanne will provide a light lunch.      
 

We would love to have you become a UMW member. There are no dues/requirements: money-
wise, you have the opportunity, but no obligation, to make a pledge, and donate to an annual 
World Thank Offering and Prayer & Self Denial Offering; we understand that not everyone has 
time to attend each meeting, so if all you can do is attend our fellowship events/outings, help with 
projects like rummage sales, and maybe attend a meeting or two, we’d love to have you! 
 

FYI on what Bracken UMW does with their money: we have two rummage sales yearly.  The 
money goes to missions, education scholarships, VBS support, Youth support, Scout support, 
and worthy BUMC projects.  These are some of the missions we’ve supported recently:       
Methodist Children’s Home, Thrive Outreach, RISE Horseback Therapy, Crisis Center of Comal 
County, Love Where You Live, Mission Trips, RACAP, Community in Schools.   
Money from pledges and offerings goes to the National UMW to help equip women and girls 
around the world to be leaders in communities, agencies, workplaces, governments and  
churches; to aid in the work for justice through compassionate service and advocacy to change 
unfair policies and systems; and to provide educational experiences that lead to personal change 
in order to transform the world. 
Reminder: UMW Christmas Party for all ladies - Monday, December 3, 6:30 p.m.  Bring 
something yummy to share, a wrapped gift to exchange ($15 limit), and a package of new white 
socks for the Bethany UMC Cold Weather Shelter. 
Angel sales have begun!  You can purchase yours for $5 during Gathering Time or either 
Sunday Worship Service. The full $5 for each Christmas Angel will go to the Bethany UMC 
Shelter. 
  

Blessings and Merry Christmas, Luanne Schuetze    2018 UMW President 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES:  Merry Christmas Season!  This is my favorite 

season, as I love to focus on all we are thankful for, especially the birth of our Savior.  
 

“What’s there to do this month for children and families?”, you ask: 
 

NEW- Advent Sunday School Class: This advent month of December, our children and youth 
are going to be combining for a special “Advent Sunday School” class. Each Sunday, beginning 
December 2, children will create an ornament representing that Sunday’s advent candle theme 
(Hope, Peace, Joy, Love, Jesus), they will then hang their ornaments on the Christmas tree in 
the Sanctuary for all to see and learn from. 
 

Angel Breakfast:  All 4-year-olds are invited to attend our 3rd Annual 
Christmas Angel Breakfast:  a special event just for them, filled with pancake 
breakfast, crafts, story, and song. RSVP to children@brackenumc.org to 
save a seat. December 1,  9-10:15 a.m. 
 

Children’s Christmas Pageant:  Sunday, December 16
th
, at 11:15 Worship 

service.All children are encouraged to come to church and participate this Sunday; no practice 
needed. Come and enjoy this blessed performance. Then join us for Caroling as a church 
family from 1:30-3:30 (lunch served at 12:30 p.m.). 
 

WOW Christmas Party: Families are invited to join us for dinner and a fun, Christmas crafting 
night, December 19th, 6-7:30 p.m.  Come craft together, make gifts for others, and spread 
Christmas cheer.  WOW will not meet again until January 9th.  We’d love to have your family join 
us. For more information or questions, please contact Nicole at 210-857-5991 (cell) 
or children@brackenumc.org.   
 

Blessings, Nicole Powell, Director 

mailto:children@brackenumc.org
mailto:children@brackenumc.org
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~ 2019 Winter Retreat ~ 
 
When:      January 18-21, 2019 (MLK Weekend) 
Where:     Camp Zephyr (151 FM 3162, Sandia, TX 78383) 
Theme:    In The Everyday: Finding God in the Familiar (Colossians 3:12-17) 
Who:        All 6

th
-12

th
 Graders who have the desire to deepen their relationships with  

                Christ by moving from knowing Christ to following Christ. 
Registration: Student registration link and Bracken UMC’s medical form are in the  
                Weekly Youth Update email.  
Cost:       $175 
Deadline: The final deadline for submission of the online registration form, Bracken 
UMC's medical form, and payment is Friday, January 4. 
 

Payment should be in the form of a check made out to Bracken UMC with "Youth Winter 
Retreat" written in the memo. Money should never be a reason not to participate, so 
scholarships and payment plans are available upon request! Please email Bracken 
UMC Youth Director, Caleigh Smith, at caleigh.bumc@gmail.com if you are interested 
or have any questions. 

 

Upcoming Events:  
Youth Christmas Party: During UMYF on Wednesday, December 19 

Family Christmas Eve Service: 5:00 p.m. on Monday, December 24 

No UMYF on Wednesday, December 26 or Wednesday, January 2 

More details about Bracken UMC youth ministry can be found in the “Weekly Youth 
Update” email. Please contact me at caleigh.bumc@gmail.com if you would like 
to be added to this email list. 

 

Feel free to pick up a printed calendar from the youth bulletin board outside my office. 

Events can also be found on the church website calendar. 
 

Thank you for all the ways you invest in youth and join the work the Lord is doing in this 
church and community! 

Caleigh Smith, BUMC Youth Director 

 

 

 

The Weekly Youth Update 
email is our primary means 
of communication. It includes 

notes about what students 
are learning on Wednesdays 

and Sundays, prayer  
requests, and information  
and permission forms for   

upcoming events!  

 

 

Follow @brackenyouth on In-
stagram! 

 

STAY CONNECTED WITH BRACKEN UMC YOUTH MINISTRY! 

mailto:caleigh.bumc@gmail.com
mailto:caleigh.bumc@gmail.com
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December Birthdays  

Capital Campaign III Contrib. 

Amount Pledged         $485,000 

Amount Collected $384,638 

Vivian Trust Mny Mkt $164,053 

CASH AVAILABLE $548,691 

Loan/Amount Avail. $386,309 

TOTAL AVAILABLE $935,000 

  Month Year-to-Date 

Offerings  $26,842  $301,446  

Expenses  $25,439   $294,222   

$7,224  Ahead (Behind)    $1,403 

Finances as of October 31, 2018 Cornerstone as of 10/31/18 

Weekly Church Emails                                 
Church emails go out several 
times a week to advise on the 
latest Bracken Church news. If 
you’d like to be added, please 
call the church office or send via 
email. Also, if you’d like to re-
ceive the monthly newsletter via 
mail or be taken off the mailer 
list, please contact the church 
office at (830) 606-6717 or        
admin@brackenumc.org 

Have you moved?  Has your phone # or email address changed?   
Do you wish to receive church emails? If so, please email or call the 

church office. You can inform us of new contact info when signing 
weekly church attendance sheets.  Please indicate the new              
info with asterisk or stars, this will help when entering data. 

Robert Fleming   4  

Luanne Schuetze  5  

James Scott    8  

Jim Anderson     9  

Eric Holt    10  

Bill Nakayama    11  

Brandon Rose    11  

Nicole Powell    12  

Zachary Reeh    13  

Julie Mejia    15  

Jorie Mueller    19  

Rebecca Cooper  
Davidson 20  
 

Joe Berkley    21  

Lori Kutscher    22  

Brian Coffee    26  

Steve Schuetze    26  

L.W. Svendsen    26  

JD Tindall    26  

Myrtle Staats    27  

David Trillo    27  

Terry Faro    29  

Zachary McRill    29 

October 2018 Presence 
Total Membership          273  
  

Average Worship by service: 
 8:45 Traditional Service    66          
 11:15 Contemporary           30 
       

Sunday School total           34 
Average # Visitors        4 
 

Average Sunday Worship     100 
    

General offerings are consistently falling short of operating expenses.  
Please review your current level of contributions and prayerfully consider 
sharing any abundances with God through the church.  Thank you! 

Kim and Lowell Peterson 12 

Rhona and Terry Harris 28 

Linda and Bill Webb 29 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES: 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

8:45 a.m.  
Traditional      
Worship  
    

9:45 a.m. 
Gathering      
Breakfast 
 

10:15 a.m. 
SS for all ages  
 

10:15-10:30 a.m. 
Tiny Tots Choir 
 

11:15 a.m.  
Contemporary    
Service       

9-2 Preschool CEC 

10-11:30 am  

Staff Meeting –FH 

 

1-3 pm    Office 
Hrs - FH [Mondays] 
 

6:30-8:30 pm 

Divorce Care -  
Ed Bldg Rm # 5 
 

7:30-8:30 pm 

Scout Troop 828 - 
FH 

 

9-2 Preschool 
CEC 

 

 
 

 

 

9-2 Preschool 
CEC 

6:00-7:30 pm 
UMYF (Youth)-WH 
 

5-6 pm       

Children’s Choir  

6 pm  WOW  

6 pm Youth wor-
ship team 
 

6-6:50 pm   Men’s 
Gospel Group - S 
 

7-8:30 pm 
Joyful Noise - S 

9-2 Preschool 
CEC 

1:30-3 pm  

Handbells - FH  

5-9:30 pm  
Eagle Scout Review 

Board - Ed 3 & 4 
6:30-8:30 pm 

Contemp Music 

Practice - S 

7-830 pm       
Venturing Crew 
804 (Scouts) - FH 
 

9-2 Preschool 
CEC 

9-9:45 am 

Contemplative 
Prayer Service 

- S 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEY: 
CEC =       

Children’s  
Ed. Center 

Ed = Ed. Bldg 

FH = Fellow-
ship  Hall 

P = Parsonage 

PS = Preschool 

S = Sanctuary 

Y = Youth 
Bldg (Wahl 
House [WH]) 

 
 

   

2 

 
 

 

3 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

  

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

1 
 

8-10:30 am  

Angel 
Breakfast -
FH 

 

 

2  1
st 

Sunday 

Communion 

Gathering Bkfast 

  
 

 

 

 

8  

3 
 

 
 
9:15-11 am  
Brkn Mamas—FH 
 

 
 

 

4 

 
 
 

 
6:30-7:30 pm  
Trustees - FH 
 
 

5 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  
  

6 

 

 

  

 

 

 

7   
  

 

 

  

8 
8-11 am 
MGH All over 
Grounds 
 

6-7 pm 

Children & 
Preschool 
Committee 

9  2nd Sunday 
Gathering Bkfast 

 

UMW Officer 
Installation & 
Mission Recog-
nition 

10 
NL Deadline 
 
  
 
 
 

11 

8:30-11 PS 
Xmas Pgm-S 
 

11 am - 2 pm 
Sr Min.  - FH 
2:30–9 pm PS 
Santa Fam.-FH 
 

12 
 
 

9-11:30 am PS 
Xmas Pgm — S 
 

  

13 
 

11 am-12 pm   
Care Team - FH 

 

  
 

14 

  
 

 

  

 
  

15 

 
 

16 3rd Sunday 

Tacos-
Fellowship Class 

 

  

 
 

17 

 
9:00-11 am  
Brkn Mamas - FH 
 
 
  
 

18 
 

6:30-7:30 pm  
Blue Christmas 
Service - S 

19 
 
 

8:30-10:30 am 
Food Bank  
Dist–Pickrell Pk 
11 NL Fold - FH 
6-7:30 Youth Xmas  
 

20 
 

 

 

  

21 

 
 
 

22 

 

 
  

DECEMBER 2018 Monthly Calendar 

Weekly opportunities are highlighted at the top of the calendar.  Additional opportunities listed on the calendar. 

23 4th Sunday 
Pancakes-UMM 
 
1:30 
Youth Worship 
Team  
 
30 5

th
 Sunday 

UMW - Donuts 
 

24 
 

 
5 & 9 pm Xmas 
Eve Service - S     
 

 
 
31 
Office Closes noon 

25 

jjjjj25 

 

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS! 

26 

 

6-6:30 pm  
Youth Worship 
Team 

27 
 

 

6:15-7:30 pm Cub 
Scouts - FH 

 

 

28 

  

  

29 
 
  
  

OFFICE CLOSED 

PRESCHOOL CLOSED through January 6th  
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Come and Worship with Us! 
       Church Staff 

 

Senior Pastor ~            Reverend Chris Bistline 

Volunteer Associate Pastor ~ Rev. Dawn Baird            

Church Administrator/Pianist ~       Janie Franz 

Children’s Ministry Director ~      Nicole Powell 

Youth Director ~                            Caleigh Smith 

Director Traditional Music ~          Kathy Roden 

Director Contemporary Music ~    Kyle Lanford 

Special Music Ministries ~             Kathy Roden 

Preschool Director ~                  Michelle DeLeo 

Bookkeeper ~                                  Carol Dukes 

Special Projects ~                              Steve Rice  

 

Worship & Fellowship  

Opportunities 
 

8:45 a.m. ~   Traditional Worship  

9:45 a.m. ~   Gathering Time with  
                      Fellowship & Food                        
  

10:15 a.m. ~ Sunday School for  
       all ages 
11:15 a.m. ~ Contemporary Worship 
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Newsletter 

Bracken United Methodist Church                                               

Rev. Chris Bistline 

20377 FM 2252 

San Antonio, TX  78266-2615 

Office: 830-606-6717 

Preschool: 830-624-1429 

Pastor’s Cell: 512-743-9587 

Email: Admin@brackenumc.org 

Website: www.brackenumc.org 

Office Hours:  

Mon. Tues. Thurs. 9 - 3 p.m. 

Wed. Fri. 8:30 am - 12 p.m. 
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