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BRACKEN BRIEF
Vision: Glorifying God by living the Christian faith and Growing God's Kingdom.

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
Dear Friends,
Are you ready for Thanksgiving? It’s almost time for turkey and dressing, all
the parades, football games and so much more! Each year we gather with
Russell’s family to celebrate Thanksgiving and I think the last head count was
just over 40 people! I am thankful that we are not hosting Thanksgiving this
year! Not really. I love having family and friends over to the house.
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I wonder how our days might be different if we took that approach to life
seriously. It might be that our attitudes would change for the better. We used
to have Charles Swindoll’s definition of Attitude on our refrigerator door. I’d
like to think that our children might have read it a time or two as they were
pulling out the milk for their bowls of cereal. It bears repeating here as we
enter into this season of Thanksgiving and gratitude:
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I read an article recently in which a man admitted to overhearing someone
else’s phone conversation. As the conversation was coming a close, the man
said “Have a grateful day.” Not, have a great day, but a grateful day.

by Charles Swindoll

“The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life.
“Attitude, to me, is more important than facts. It is more important than the
past, than education, than money, than circumstances, than failures, than
successes, than what other people think or say or do. It is more important than
appearance, giftedness or skill. It will make or break a company... a church...
a home.
The remarkable thing is we have a choice every day regarding the attitude we
will embrace for that day. We cannot change our past... we cannot change the
fact that people will act in a certain way. We cannot change the inevitable.
The only thing we can do is play on the one string we have, and that is our
attitude... I am convinced that life is 10% what happens to me and 90% how I
react to it.
“And so it is with you... we are in charge of our attitudes.”
“

Happy Thanksgiving!
Grace and peace,
Chris
Pastor Chris

~Mission Statement~
Mission: Living the Christian faith through worship, education and nurture; growing God's Kingdom
through outreach, service and Mission.
~VisionStatement~
Vision: Glorifying God by living the Christian faith and growing God's Kingdom.
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Bracken Children’s Team Mission Statement
Together we will dream, plan, and implement ministry opportunities designed to further the faith and
spiritual growth of our children, their families, and our neighbors. We will foster an environment that
provides continuity, respect and awareness of differences for all who choose to serve our children.

Bracken Preschool

Children’s Ministries

Preschool and Children’s Ministries at Bracken: Two Ministries, One Goal
Together, Michelle and Nicole are aiming to create a powerful joint-ministry image of one team
for Jesus: Team Bracken! We both believe children are the greatest gifts from God to us here
on Earth. We want our Preschool (PS) children, as well as our own children, to grow up
knowing they are overwhelmingly loved by their Creator. As far as “Team Bracken” goes, we
both want our PS families to feel a part of the Bracken UMC vision and mission, and a part of
the Bracken Family. On the other end, we want the church to be involved in the ministering,
mentoring, and loving on of our PS families. Together, Team Bracken has something that no
other “school” can offer community families - and that’s a true team to raise up children in a
Christ-centered, loving, supportive, and family-like atmosphere.
How are we doing this? Michelle and Nicole have teamed up to create opportunities for
church and PS to interact and merge:
Meet the Teacher and Involvement Fair (first welcoming to Team Bracken)
Preschool Chapel (each Tuesday and Wednesday our PS children meet in
the Sanctuary for mini-church worship and learning)
Chapel Giving (our PS families are amazing when asked to serve and give to
RACAP, Fall Festival, the church, and more - every 1st week of the month)
Literacy Night with Veterans (Veterans of our families read stories to children)
Pumpkin Patch PS Volunteer Weekend
Fall Festival (PS teachers volunteer to serve church and community)
Angel Breakfast (a special event for 4-year-olds)
Preschool Singing Sundays
WOW and Mini-WOW opportunities
Vacation Bible School
Parenting Seminars and Workshops
Joint Children’s Committee
How can you help? Be a part of the fun; show up and be the hands and feet of Jesus
for others. Together we can serve each other, our community, and the children present in our
church/preschool home. Do you have other ideas how we can bridge the “&” gap between
Bracken UMC “&” Preschool? The church would love for preschool families to be a part of our
congregation. What can we do to make that an easy choice for them? If you are a preschool
parent reading this - what would you like to see in a church? How can we help your family feel
involved and loved?
What are your ideas? Share them with Michelle and Nicole. Thank you for being a part of
Team Bracken!
Upcoming Children Events:
Nov 8: 5:30 p.m.
- Literacy Night with Veterans
Nov 14: 6:00-7:30 p.m. - Thanksgiving Potluck and Family Game Night (all ages welcome)
Save the Date: Dec 1 - Angel Breakfast: special event for 4-year-olds
Blessings,
Michele DeLeo, Preschool Director

Nicole Powell, Children’s Ministries Director
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The Randolph Area Christian Assistance Program (RACAP) invites you to its annual Ecumenical
Thanksgiving Service at 7 p.m., Thursday, November 15th, at St. Paul Evangelical Church, 108
South Main Street, Cibolo. This service is a special time for RACAP to thank God for His guidance and all the blessings He sends our way. We will have wonderful music, an inspiring
message, and refreshments. Please mark your calendars and join us on November 15th, one
week before Thanksgiving.
RACAP needs your help with its Thanksgiving and Christmas Programs. Last year during the
holidays, RACAP provided about 600 food baskets for needy families in our area. We expect
the need to be even greater this year. There are several ways you can help.
First, you can refer families who are in need to RACAP to complete an application for the food
basket. The application deadline for Christmas is November 15, 2018. Next, you can donate
non-perishable food items. Some of the items needed most are: chicken broth, flour, sugar,
canned vegetables, evaporated milk, canned pumpkin, stuffing mix, yams, fruit cocktail, Jello,
cranberry sauce, and Crisco. Money is also needed to purchase turkeys, bread, eggs, and
other perishable items.
Perhaps you have a couple of free afternoon hours to volunteer at RACAP: sorting donated
food, stocking shelves in the food pantry, reviewing applications, etc. Your help would be
greatly appreciated at this busy time of the year. For more information, please call Jessie or
Dorothy at 210-658-1613. To learn more about RACAP, visit our website at www.racap.org.

RACAP is located at 307 Pfeil Street in Schertz, and is open 1-3 p.m., Monday thru Friday.
Thank you for helping RACAP show God’s love to the needy in our area, and remember
RACAP’s Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service on November 15, 2018.
Sincerely, Elaine Smith, Your RACAP Representative
RACAP’s mission statement: Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.” John 21:17

Pantry Needs: Jello, canned fruit, mixed vegetables, soup, rice, boxed potatoes,
jelly, spaghetti sauce, pasta, toilet paper, personal hygiene products, canned or dried
beans, canned meat, mac & cheese, Hamburger and Tuna Helper, peanut butter,
canned tomatoes, Ramen soup, and canned peas, plus all the items mentioned in the
article above.
UMM: All men of Bracken UMC and their guests are welcome to participate in
the United Methodist Men (UMM). UMM cooks pancakes and sausages for fellowship
on 4th Sundays. Helpers are welcome at 9:15 a.m. Donations collected for pancakes
go into the BUMC Members’ Emergency Fund. Thank you, Bracken!
Blessings, Russell Bistline, President
Thank You for Giving – We know you have a lot of choices in your giving. Thank
you for supporting the mission and ministries of Bracken UMC.
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Adult Spiritual Formation by Suzanne Broussard

*** INTEGRITY ***
Integrity---The State of Being Whole and Undivided

Bracken Brief articles this year have been following the compassion beads created by Dr. James
Doty. Compassion, Dignity, Equanimity, Forgiveness, Gratitude, Humility, Integrity, Justice,
Kindness, and ending with Love. This articles focuses on Integrity.
Recently I went on retreat into the high desert of New Mexico and in the journey I came upon
adobe churches. Each year the worshiping community comes together to re-surface the church by
hand and trowel using mud, straw and water. What moved me is the adobe mud, a straw mixture,
so impermanent, being used to create a semi-permanent structure, a chapel. We too are semipermanent chapels and in need of reshaping by the Holy Spirit, leaving everything in search of
knowing Jesus Christ and making the Gospels absolutely integral to our daily life. Practicing
integrity of character takes unrelenting courage. It requires your whole being to remain in the state
of constant humility that comes from knowing that you are
loved by God. It is living in a state of gentleness and
patience towards other disciples and also visitors who come
seeking an understanding of the essence of spiritual life.
Most of all, integrity is seeking and experiencing union with
God in the silence of your heart.
Reflect and Journal:






What do you value enough that you would use your limited
resources (time, energy, materials available) to create a
visual, concrete expression: a chapel, a house of prayer,
family, etc.)?
What does God value enough that God would use God’s
providence to create an incarnate expression, a living
sanctuary?
What do you live for?
What prevents you from living fully for the thing you really
want to live for?”

One-with-One spiritual direction is an intentional relationship of spiritual companionship between a
director and a directee in which the total focus is on the presence, activity, and invitation of God in
the life of the directee.
***********************************************************************************************************************

Suzanne Broussard is a full-time spiritual director and member of Spiritual
Directors International since 2004. For further information about the ministry or the
spiritual director, or to make an appointment, please call (830) 832-3714 or
email gardenershouse@yahoo.com.

The Life Together Sunday School Class is starting
a new study!
Please join Pastor Dawn and Pastor Chris at 10:15 in the Pastor's Office on Sunday mornings as we begin The Call: the Life
and Message of the Apostle Paul by Adam Hamilton.
Books can be purchased at amazon.com if you'd like your own
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35 years of Growth and
Change at Bracken!

NOVEMBER 2018

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for
your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.
Jeremiah 29:11
We are almost halfway through the giving phase
of our Cornerstone Capital Campaign! We are
that much closer to providing ample space for
large gatherings such as potluck dinners,
Celebrations of Life, Family Reunions, Wedding
Receptions, Community events and so much
more! Please continue to be in prayer for Bracken
as we faithfully respond to God's calling in this
endeavor!

Cornerstone commitments
for our new
Multipurpose Building.
Status: As of September 30,

2018, we have received $376,201
total from 59 families.

God Is Good!
It’s not to late to make your
Commitment to Bracken!
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BUMC Brokerage Account (per 501(c)3 IRS rules) available — The Church has set up a
tax-free account to receive stock donations. Giving in this manner eliminates taxes that would
have been paid had the stock been sold - creating a larger gift to the church and giving the
donor a tax deduction for the full amount of the gift. The account has been set up with Roy
Sachs at Raymond James, who has very kindly agreed to handle all transfers to and from the
account for no charge – no management or transaction fee - so the church has no handling
expenses. Donating this way gives the church the money the IRS would get if the stocks were
cashed, then donated, and the donor gets a tax deduction for the full value. A real win–win.
You can specify where you’d like the funds to be used, such as Capital Campaign, Maintenance or General Fund. There have been two significant gifts made through this account to
date. Please contact Steve Rice for more info if you think you’d like to gift in this manner.

Forest Dwelling: Spirituality for our Wisdom Years, is designed for more mature
seekers who desire to mindfully embrace the challenges and opportunities of aging
and diminishment by accessing the deep wisdom embedded in the world’s great
mystical and contemplative traditions. The goal is to prepare participants to live wisely
and well during their remaining years so that, in the words of Henri Nouwen, “they
might be able to give both their life and death away” for the sake of the world. This twoyear program of education and formation will include two week-long gatherings on
the campus of Oblate School of Theology each year. A certificate will be awarded upon
completion of the program.
Dates & Application: The first cohort (2019-2020) will begin in January 2019 and
include approximately 80 participants from a variety of geographic locations and
spiritual traditions. Each year will include two five-day gatherings at Oblate School of
Theology in San Antonio. The gathering dates for the first cohort are:
January 7-11 and June 3-7, 2019
January 6-10 and June 8-12, 2020
To register click:

https://ost.edu/forestdwelling/

***************************************************************************

FOOD BANK: 4th Wednesdays, 8:30 at Pickrell Park

September: 124 families 344 Souls

Prayer (always) before
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TRUSTEE’S SITUATION REPORT: Septic: Readings being taken for the County. Existing
preschool spray behind the maintenance barn must be maintained. It is badly overgrown. Will
be a work item for MGH in coming months and then ongoing as needed. Bathrooms: Chuck
replaced all toilets in the Ed Building and repaired 7-8 toilets in the Preschool to help reduce
water usage (Thank you, brother Chuck!). Landscaping/Irrigation: With sprinklers installed we
need to plan for planting. Will obtain an estimate for that work and get the most impact with the
funds we have or can raise in near term. This will be a combination of using existing plants,
planting by a landscaper and using church member labor to plant. Will communicate a plan and
costs to the group via email and try to move ahead in the Fall. WiFi: BUMC WiFi working well in
the Sanctuary, CEC, Fellowship Hall and prayer room (for Wahl house). Whichever of the two
you use, BUMC or BrackenUMC, you have access to the Internet and the access code. You’ll
see other networks out there such as TimeWarner, etc., please disregard those and connect to
ours. Facilities Usage: SteveS will review the agreement to be sure the unaltered agreement
fits the need since it was written primarily for the use of buildings and send to Amanda for
execution by the food truck operators.
Steve Schuetze, Chair

PUMPKIN PATCH UPDATE: Amanda Hamilton discussed requirements for Fall Festival

(FF) and how the Trustees can help (portable toilets, food trucks, liability and use of church
property, etc.). Amanda will look into providing additional portable toilets for FF. We have four
now and may go to six for that one weekend if the toilet company thinks it may be needed. The
food trucks will have their own power (Generators) and the church will not need to provide more
power than now available. The operators will need to sign our Facilities Use Agreement prior to
coming on site.
SALES TO DATE (as of Oct 21st): $48,300

AMOUNT DUE TO BUMC: $21,900
(Pumpkin sales, water sales, and donations)

THANK YOU, AMANDA & HELPERS, FOR CREATING OUR MOST BEAUTIFUL & FUNCTIONAL PATCH, EVER!!
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BRACKEN UNITED METHODIST WOMEN:
UMW would like to thank the members who helped make the Fall Rummage Sale a huge
success. Because of your donated items and unloading/setup/pricing we made over $3,500!
At our October meeting, we had a very informative program on Ethiopian poverty by Patty Hall
from Hope for Eternity, http://www.hopeforeternity.org/.
Our Nov. 5 meeting will be at the home of Jean Waggle, 637 Cavan, Cibolo, 210-827-5836.
Jean will give us a lesson on how to sell on eBay. Jean’s ‘eBay talents’ helped greatly with the
rummage sale profits by selling quality high-dollar donated items.
Remember to save a place on your Christmas tree for your UMW angels. We have started
working on them and they’ll go on sale soon. Still $5—all going to charity. Speaking of
Christmas - mark your calendars for the UMW Christmas Party Dec. 3rd at 6:30 p.m.
Bracken UMW welcomes women of all ages, whether or not you are a member of Bracken
UMC. Our meetings include a time of fellowship and refreshments, a time of social awareness
through guests from mission organizations, and a short business meeting. Fellowship events
and mission projects are also planned. Childcare is gladly provided upon request.
Blessings, Luanne Schuetze
http://www.umwriotexas.org/

2018 UMW President
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/

FOCUS ON BRACKEN YOUTH:
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Welcome to all youth (grades 6-12) and families! The youth ministry of Bracken UMC exists to
grow the faith of youth in our community so that they may serve and lead as disciples.

STAY CONNECTED WITH BRACKEN UMC YOUTH MINISTRY!

The Weekly Youth Update email
is our primary means of
communication. It includes notes

about what students are learning
on Wednesdays and Sundays,
prayer requests, and information
and permission forms for
upcoming events!

YOUTH LED WORSHIP SEPT. 23rd

For brief text updates, join our Remind group
using code @brackeny

Follow @brackenyouth on Instagram!

Upcoming Events:
Family Thanksgiving Meal: 6:00 p.m., Wednesday, November 14

More details about the Bracken UMC youth ministry can be found in the “Weekly Youth
Update” email. Please contact me at caleigh.bumc@gmail.com if you would like to be
added to this email list.
Feel free to pick up a printed calendar from the youth bulletin board outside my office.
Events can also be found on the church website calendar.
Thank you for all the ways you invest in youth and join the work the Lord is doing in this church
and community!
Caleigh Smith, BUMC Youth Director

caleigh.bumc@gmail.com
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November Birthdays
Sabrina Mitchell
Adam Niles
Nancy Rathburn
Jessica Nichols
Luke Stuller
Bob Pullin
Aurora Fox
Rachelle Keller
MJ Sanjuan
Jenny Boyd
Ronny Harris
Clay Stuller
Eva Arnold

Wyatt Whitney Krawczynski
Sandy McLeod
Glenda Akers
Jennifer Stephens
Ernie Miller
Ryan Powell
Stephen Stephens
Dee Jagge
Sandy Faro
Pat Gathright
Steve Keller
Sam Beisenbach
Taylor Dalton
Mary Jo Fuller
Jeanie Classen
Marielena de La Cruz
Patricia Jobe
Betty Sickles
Jennifer McGovern
Ally Wideman
Susan Coffee
Conrad Abee
Trevor Smith
Amy Luther
Michael Canavati
Brianna Brumfield

1
1
2
3
4
5
6
6
6
7
7
7
8
8
8
9
10
11
12
12
13
15
15
15
16
16
16
18
18
18
18
20
20
21
22
22
27
28
29

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES:
Julie and Richard Mejia
Debra and Royce Simmonds

Finances as of September 30, 2018
Month

Year-to-Date

Offerings

$31,462

$274,604

Expenses

$23,799

$268,783

Ahead (Behind)

$7,663

$5,821

Weekly Church Emails

Church emails go out several
times a week to advise on the
latest Bracken Church news. If
you’d like to be added, please
call the church office or send via
email. Also, if you’d like to receive the monthly newsletter via
mail or be taken off the mailer
list, please contact the church
office at (830) 606-6717 or
admin@brackenumc.org

15
21

Cornerstone as of 9/30/18
Capital Campaign III Contrib.
Amount Pledged
Amount Collected
Vivian Trust Mny Mkt
CASH AVAILABLE
Loan/Amount Avail.
TOTAL AVAILABLE

$485,000
$376,201
$163,972
$540,173
$384,661
$924,834

Sept. 2018 Presence
Total Membership

273

Average Worship by service:
8:45 Traditional Service 71
11:15 Contemporary
30
Sunday School total
Average # Visitors
Average Sunday Worship

General offerings are consistently falling short of operating expenses.
Please review your current level of contributions and prayerfully consider
sharing any abundances with God through the church. Thank you!

Have you moved? Has your phone # or email address changed?
Do you wish to receive church emails? If so, please email or call the
church office. You can inform us of new contact info when signing
weekly church attendance sheets. Please indicate the new
info with asterisk or stars, this will help when entering data.

32
2
101
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Sunday

8:45 a.m.

Traditional
Worship

9:45 a.m.

Gathering
Breakfast
10:15 a.m.
SS for all ages
10:15-10:30 a.m.
Tiny Tots Choir
11:15 a.m.
Contemporary
Service

Monday
9-2 Preschool CEC
10-11:30 am
Staff Meeting –FH

Tuesday
9-2 Preschool
CEC

1-3 pm Office
Hrs - FH [Mondays]

9-2 Preschool
CEC
6:00-7:30 pm
1:30-3 pm
UMYF (Youth)-WH Handbells - FH
5-6 pm
5-9:30 pm
CEC

6-6:50 pm Men’s
Gospel Group - S
7-8:30 pm
Joyful Noise - S
Practice - WH

7:30-8:30 pm
Scout Troop 828 FH

Thursday

9-2 Preschool

Children’s Choir
6 pm WOW

6:30-8:30 pm
Divorce Care Ed Bldg Rm # 5

2

Wednesday

3

Eagle Scout Review

Board - Ed 3 & 4

Friday
9-2 Preschool
CEC

9-9:45 am
Contemplative Prayer
Service - S

6:30-8:30 pm
Contemp Music
Practice - S
7-830 pm
Venturing Crew 804
(Scouts) - FH

1
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Saturday

KEY:
CEC =

Children’s
Ed. Center
Ed = Ed. Bldg
FH = Fellowship Hall
P = Parsonage
PS = Preschool

S = Sanctuary

Y = Youth
Bldg (Wahl
House [WH])

2

3

9

10

9

8-11 am
MGH All over
Grounds

6:30-8 pm
Financial Peace
Univ - Ed #5

4 1st Sunday
10-11 Combined Worship

5
8:30
PS
8:30am
a.m.
8

7

6

PRESCHOOL BOOK FAIR—FH

11-11:30 Potluck 9:15-11 am

Brkn Mamas—FH

6 - 6:30 pm

6-8:30 pm
Disciple Bible
Study—Ed #4

6:30-8 pm

11 2nd Sunday

12

13

12:30 Charge
Conference
2-3:00 pm

9-11:30 am

WOW & Youth
11am - 2pm Family
ThanksSenior
giving Dinner
Ministry - FH

6:30-7:30 pm Youth Worship
UMW Mtg - FH
Trustees - FH Team

Gathering Bkfast NL Deadline

Bracken
Mama’s — FH

8

14

3 p.m.

11-12pm
Care Team Ed#5
5:30 Literacy Night
With Veterans

15

16
17
8:30-10 am PS 8:30-10 am
Thanksgiving— PS Thanksgiving—
S,FH
S,FH

Church Council

18 3rd Sunday 19
Tacos-

20

21
8:30-10:30 am

Pancakes-UMM

24

PRESCHOOL CLOSED 19th—23rd - Thanksgiving Break

Fellowship Class

25 4th Sunday

23

22

9:30-3 pm
Thanksgiving
Dinner Wuest/
Mueller/
29

26

27

28

9-11:30 am

10:30 am2:30 pm
Shawl
Ministry - FH

11 NL Fold - FH

Bracken
Mama’s — FH

OFFICE CLOSED

Food Bank
Dist–Pickrell Pk
No WOW, Youth,
or Choir

30

6:15-7:30 pm
Cub Scouts - FH

Weekly opportunities are highlighted at the top of the calendar. Additional opportunities listed on the calendar.

NOVEMBER 2018

Bracken United Methodist Church
Rev. Chris Bistline
20377 FM 2252
San Antonio, TX 78266-2615
Office: 830-606-6717
Preschool: 830-624-1429
Pastor’s Cell: 512-743-9587
Email: Admin@brackenumc.org
Website: www.brackenumc.org
Office Hours:
Mon. Tues. Thurs. 9 - 3 p.m.
Wed. Fri. 8:30 am - 12 p.m.
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November
Newsletter

Come and Worship with Us!
Worship & Fellowship
Opportunities
8:45 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship
9:45 a.m. ~ Gathering Time with
Fellowship & Food
10:15 a.m. ~ Sunday School for
all ages
11:15 a.m. ~ Contemporary Worship

Church Staff
Senior Pastor ~
Reverend Chris Bistline
Associate Pastor ~
Reverend Dawn Baird
Church Administrator/Pianist ~ Janie Franz
Children’s Ministry Director ~ Nicole Powell
Youth Director ~
Caleigh Smith
Director Traditional Music ~
Kathy Roden
Director Contemporary Music ~ Kyle Lanford
Special Music Ministries ~
Kathy Roden
Preschool Director ~
Michelle DeLeo
Bookkeeper ~
Carol Dukes
Special Projects ~
Steve Rice

