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BRACKEN BRIEF
Vision: Glorifying God by living the Christian faith and Growing God's Kingdom.

O Lord, you have searched me and known me. You know when I sit down and when I
rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away. Psalm 139:1-2
Dear Friends,
Susan Sparks recently shared a story of having injured her back. Those who have shared such an experience will
know that much of life becomes lived on your back on the living room floor during the healing process. It can
be a productive time of reading and catching up on work. But after that, laying on your back on the living room
floor can become a time of binge watching TV shows like “The View,” “Dr. Phil” and Hollywood magazine
types of shows. And when that loses its appeal, time spent on the floor can become ugly “because then you have
nothing to do but lie there surveying the nooks and crannies of your house that you wouldn’t ordinarily see.”

Her line of sight was directly under her couch. Much to her embarrassment, Sparks saw, hiding in the shadows,
a collection of coins and pens, one sock, several dust balls the size of a ferret, an old Verizon bill, and a small
yellow cube, which turned out to be a wayward cheese appetizer from a cocktail party she and her husband had
given back in December.
She writes, “I had no idea all that mess was under there. I guess I’d never
In this Issue:
looked.”
Bracken Preschool
While I have not injured my back, I have been discovering pieces of my
life that have been buried in boxes for years. Some I packed away on my Tips for the Home
own – important documents, financial statements, ministry notes, and so Upcoming Events
forth. Other boxes have been filled with random papers that Russell
RACAP
would scoop up off our dining room table and put away when company
was coming to make it appear that I actually keep a clean house!
RACAP Pantry Needs
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I recently confessed to a mom that I’d discovered a tub, a TUB, full of my
papers that my beloved decided to clean-sweep away on one such
occasion. Some of those papers were from at least ten years ago. They
included notes and paper copies of emails, and bank statements and so
forth; things that were important at the time but are certainly not
important in my life anymore. Some of those notes and copies of emails
included topics I did not want to revisit. Yet, once I was forced to do so, I
discovered it was good thing to hear God say to my soul, “You don’t need
this now. Let it go!” It was freeing to sit by a shredder and dispose of
page after page of baggage I no longer need to carry around with me –
physically and spiritually! It felt a little like a Lenten discipline being
practiced at the end of summer!
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In the process of attempting to simplify my life, Susan Sparks reminded
me in her article that God knows us intimately and sees with clarity the
stuff that is boxed up and hidden in our hearts. Even so, God loves us
unconditionally. This my friends, is the good news of the gospel of Jesus
Christ and for this I am thankful!
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Sparks, Susan. “R-E-S-P-E-C-T.” August 23, 2018. http://susansparks.com/
blog/

~Mission Statement~
Mission: Living the Christian faith through worship, education and nurture; growing God's Kingdom
through outreach, service and Mission.
~Vision Statement~
Vision: Glorifying God by living the Christian faith and growing God's Kingdom.
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Bracken Children’s Team Mission Statement
Together we will dream, plan, and implement ministry opportunities designed to further the faith and
spiritual growth of our children, their families, and our neighbors. We will foster an environment that
provides continuity, respect and awareness of differences for all who choose to serve our children.

What a great summer we had here at Bracken
Preschool! The children enjoyed Joy Camp and
VBS – what a wonderful place this is to feel God’s love.

Bracken Preschool

The classrooms at the preschool are bubbling over with over 175 children
enrolled for this school year. The preschool is an active ministry of the
church whose mission is to be a place where children and families feel
welcome; where children grow spiritually, emotionally, and intellectually;
and where God’s presence can be felt.

Tips for the Home: Feeling Good About Sports
Participating in sports can build your child up…or drag them down. Make athletics a
positive experience for your youngster with these strategies:
 Keep games in perspective.
At this age, sports should be
about having fun and
developing skills.
 Encourage them to set goals
– but make sure the goals are
realistic.
 Concentrate on the friends
they are making and the effort
being put forth.
Blessings,
Michelle DeLeo, Director
preschool@brackenumc.org

Upcoming Events:
September 22nd—Day of Service
September 25th—Pumpkin Patch opens
October 6th—Blessing of the Animals
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What a busy summer we have experienced at the Randolph Area
Christian Assistance Program (RACAP)! We just might break
records again this summer. We are seeing more clients than ever.
Thankfully, God has provided thru RACAP’s member churches
enough food to keep our pantry operating. Last month we assisted
438 people, and we fed all 371 people who needed food. Thanks
to all of you who donated food this summer to keep RACAP going.
We are so grateful for your help.

a
n In addition to all the food given out, last month RACAP helped 52 families who were in
d danger of being evicted pay their rent; helped 10 people purchase their prescribed
medications; and helped 44 families pay overdue utility bills. Thank you for your
monetary donations that make this assistance possible.

Y
o A big thank you goes to everyone for all the toothbrushes and
u toothpaste, school supplies, and jelly. At this newsletter deadline,

225 children have already received their shoes, socks, dental kit, and
school supplies; and the applications are still coming in at a rapid
pace. Last year we provided 419 children with shoes, and we expect
the number to increase this year. If you would like to help with
RACAP’s Back-to-School Program, it is not too late. We will continue to receive
applications for shoes until August 31, 2018. If you would like to sponsor a child for $25,
just make your check out to Bracken UMC noted for RACAP Shoes and place it in the
offering on Sunday. Thank you in advance for your help.
Please remember RACAP, its clients and volunteers in your prayers. Sometimes the
demands for our services seem overwhelming, but God always provides what we need
and gives us patience under pressure. When you are shopping for your family, please
buy a couple of extra food items for RACAP’s pantry. You can place them in the blue
plastic RACAP container under the table outside the church office, and I will take them to
RACAP. Or you may want to deliver the food to RACAP yourself and take a tour.
RACAP is located at 307 Pfeil Street in Schertz, and is open Monday thru Friday from
1-3 p.m. You can also visit our website at www.racap.org. Thank you for your generosity
and for helping RACAP show God’s love to those in need.
Elaine Smith, Your RACAP Representative

Pantry Needs: jelly, hamburger helper, spaghetti noodles & sauce, muffin mix,
Jello, canned fruits, canned peas, canned carrots, canned tomatoes & tomato products, canned mixed vegetables, canned meats, laundry detergent, toothbrushes &
toothpaste, and dish soap. Monetary donations for Back-to-School Shoes.
UMM: All men of Bracken UMC and their guests are welcome to participate in
the United Methodist Men (UMM). UMM cooks pancakes and sausages for fellowship
on 4th Sundays. Helpers are welcome at 9:15 a.m. Donations collected for pancakes
go into the BUMC Members’ Emergency Fund. Thank you, Bracken!
Thank You for Giving – We know you have a lot of choices in your giving. Thank
you for supporting the mission and ministries of Bracken UMC.
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Adult Spiritual Formation

*** HUMILITY— Become All Flame ***
Abba Lot went to see Abba Joseph and said to him,
“Abba, as far as I can I say my Little Office. I fast a
little. I pray. I meditate. I live in peace as far as I can.
I purify my thoughts. What else am I to do?”
“What else,” Abba Lot says, “can I do?” Then the old
man stood up, stretched his hands towards heaven
and his fingers became like ten lamps of fire, and he
said to him, “If you will, you can become all
flame.” (desert father saying)

One of my grandson’s favorite books right now is his
book on Elements. He brings it out to read for his own
personal pleasure and when guests come over. Each page reveals an element with its atomic
symbol, atomic number, melting point, various uses and many other facts. Each element has
a melting point, a movement from one state to another. Much in the same way we have a
melting point, a movement from one state to another. God is always drawing us near. Purifying
our hearts. Bringing us back to our original state of being ‘who I am’. Not our exaggerated
personas, not our shrunken selves, our real selves. God created us to become all flame.
***********************************************************************************************************************

Suzanne Broussard is a full-time spiritual director and member of Spiritual Directors International since 2004. For further information about the ministry or the
spiritual director, or to make an appointment, please call (830) 832-3714 or
email gardenershouse@yahoo.com
Cornerstone commitments for
our new Multipurpose Building.
Status: as of July 31st, we have
received $353,641 from 59
families.
God Is Good!
It’s not to late to make your
Commitment to Bracken!

Nine week Financial Peace University (FPU) begins Sep 6,
at 6:30 p.m. Objective is to teach the basics of living on a
budget, becoming debt free, building an emergency fund,
saving for kids’ college, saving for retirement, becoming
financially independent, and being generous. This Dave
Ramsey-developed course is based on Biblical principles…..almost 5 million people have taken control of their
finances using the principles taught. We will meet for 90
minutes to 2 hours once each week. Cost of materials is
$109. Check out more details on the church website or
contact Greg Loser for details at gloserjogs@aol.com
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN:

September/October 2018
Bracken UMW members are gearing up for Fall. And that means . . .
Rummage Sale!
Saturday, September 8
8 a.m. - 12 p.m.
We need the congregation's help . . .

Tuesday, Sept. 4, 6 p.m. - Unload shed

Wed/-Friday, Sept. 5-7, 9-5: - Sort & price

Clean out your closets & garages & take your treasures to the UMW storage shed. But please,
follow these guidelines:
 Stack things neatly, as far back in the unit as possible
 Put small items in provided tubs
 Mark any electronics as to whether or not they work & who is donating them
 Do not donate:
 TVs or Old Monitors (unless flat screen & in good working order)
 Old Computers or Printers
 Mattresses
 Baby/Child Car Seats (unless in very good condition & manufactured within the last year)
The next UMW meeting will be Monday, October 1, 6:30 p.m. Speaker Patty Hall with "Hope for
Eternity, Ethiopia", http://www.hopeforeternity.org/.
Bracken United Methodist Women
welcomes women of all ages, whether or not
you are a member of Bracken UMC. Our
meetings include a time of fellowship and
refreshments, a time of social awareness
through guests from mission organizations,
and a short business meeting.

Fellowship events & mission projects are
also planned. Childcare is gladly provided
upon request.
Blessings, Luanne
2018 UMW President
www.umwriotexas.org/
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/

TRUSTEES REPORT:






SEPTIC: FH/Ed Aerobic System finished and working now. Trustees working
to cut back heavy growth around CEC aerobic heads (behind shed).
IRRIGATION: Completed; will need to repair damage done by ’cutting out’ for FH/
Ed septic tank/aerobic heads installation. Thanks, John, for hand watering!!
ED BATHROOMS: Thanks, Chuck, for installing new commodes. LOOKS
NICE!!!
SEPTEMBER MAINTAINING GOD’S HOUSE: will be 15th to lay out patch
furnishings and spread the pallets. We need lots of volunteers to make this go
quickly!
PART TIME WORK: looking for part time worker to perform building
maintenance. Contact Steve at schu1226@gmail.com.

Bracken Brief
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Prayer Shawl Ministry:
Vision Statement - Psalm 90:17 “May the
favor of the Lord our God rest upon us;
establish the work of our hands for us. Yes,
establish the work of our hands.”
Mission - Philippians 2:2: “…agreeing
wholeheartedly with each, loving one another, and working together with one heart with purpose.”

The creation of a prayer shawl, chemo cap or prayer square is a spiritual practice which
represents our thoughts and prayers for the receiver. It is a gift given with no strings
attached, only prayers.
Dear Lord:
Bless these needles that they stay strong
and light so they don’t tire the hands that
wield them. Bless this yarn with strength
and softness that it will form an article of
warmth and comfort. Bless these hands
with strength and skill as they make well
crafter gifts. Most of all, dear Lord, bless
the wearer with strength and comfort that
their burdens may be lightened and their
hearts with the realization that they are
loved. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Contact Pastor Chris or the church office if
you need or know of anyone that could
benefit from a prayer shawl.
Pat Helmken, Chair

Forest Dwelling: Spirituality for our Wisdom Years
This program is designed for more mature seekers who desire to mindfully embrace
the challenges and opportunities of aging and diminishment by accessing the deep
wisdom embedded in the world’s great mystical and contemplative traditions. The
goal is to prepare participants to live wisely and well during their remaining years so
that, in the words of Henri Nouwen, “they might be able to give both their life and death
away” for the sake of the world. This two-year program of education and formation will
include two week-long gatherings on the campus of Oblate School of Theology each
year. A certificate will be awarded upon completion of the program.

Dates & Application: The first cohort (2019-2020) will begin in January 2019 and
include approximately 80 participants from a variety of geographic locations and
spiritual traditions. Each year will include two five-day gatherings at Oblate School of
Theology in San Antonio.
The gathering dates for the first cohort are:
January 7-11 and June 3-7, 2019
To register:

January 6-10 and June 8-12, 2020

https://ost.edu/forestdwelling/

Questions: call Suzanne at (830) 832-3714 or email gardenershouse@yahoo.com

September/October 2018
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PUMPKIN PATCH SEASON IS HERE!!!
Are y’all ready for cooler weather and pumpkin
flavored everything?
Bracken UMC Pumpkin Patch has been hard at work
preparing for the 2018 season and will be unveiling
tons of new additions! But we need your help preparing
the patch AND for deliveries.











September 15th we will have a pallet party and get all of the pallets laid
down.
First delivery of pumpkins on September 24th, starting at 5 p.m.
Second and third deliveries will be on October 8th and 15th,
respectively.
Currently, Samuel Clemens AF JROTC has confirmed support for
October 8th, and Scout Troop 828 have confirmed for all three
deliveries.
Joe Hudson will provide forklift support for every delivery. THANKS,
JOE!!
Billy Mueller arranged another new 4-wheeler ‘demo’. THANKS,
BILLY!!
We need pick up trucks and manual labor.
If you need childcare to allow you to help unload, please contact me.

It's going to be a great season; hope to see you in the patch!
God Bless, Amanda

Bracken Brief
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES:
Happy Fall, Y’all! Lots going on this time of year.
From August: Thank you for your giving and support of our
Back To School Supply Drive! Many blessings to children and
staff returning to school.
Sept. 2: Children’s Sunday School resumes. This summer
we had a fun, combined, family Sunday school, but we will be
return to offering both options for children. However, Nicole is
asking for 1x month commitments from parents/church
members to help teach.
Sept. 5: WOW (Wild on Wednesdays for Jesus)- a mid-week ministry for all children
Kinder through 5th grade. Home-cooked dinner, games/play, lesson, crafts, and
sharing each week from 6:00-7:30pm; September 5 - end of school in May. Prayerfully
considering how we can continue Mini-Wow (3-4 year olds) come October time.
-Using Orange curriculum! Some exciting topics await Dirty Jobs: Someone’s Gotta Do It!, The Hunt: Wisdom is Worth Searching for!
Sept. 22: Annual Day of Service - come out as Team Bracken and participate in
service projects that support our church and community.
Oct. 1-31: Pumpkin Patch and Field Trips Open - we need volunteers for our largest
fundraiser and community outreach extravaganza!
Oct. 13: “Love Where You Live” - Family-friendly community service projects; serve
our neighbors.
Oct. 20: Fall Festival, 4-6 p.m. - $1 Game Pass, food trucks, free “Trunk or Treat”,
hayrides, cake walk, bounce houses, pumpkin patch, and more!
Blessings and THANKS!!!
Nicole
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Bracken UMC Youth Ministry
Welcome to all Bracken and surrounding area youth (grades 6-12) and families!
MISSION: The youth ministry of Bracken UMC exists to grow the faith of youth
in our community so that they may serve and lead as disciples.
Upcoming Events:
 UMYF Kickoff: 6:30-8:00 pm. on Wednesday, September 5
 Annual Day of Service: Saturday, September 22
 Youth-led Worship: 8:45 and 11:15 AM Services on Sunday, September 23
 Fall Festival: 4:00-6:00 PM on Saturday, October 20
More details about the Bracken UMC youth ministry can be found in the “Weekly Youth
Update” email. Please contact me at caleigh.bumc@gmail.com if you would like to be
added to this email list.
Feel free to pick up a printed calendar from the youth bulletin board outside my office.
Events can also be found on the church website calendar.
Thank you for all the ways you invest in youth and join the work the Lord is doing in this
church and community!
God bless, Caleigh Smith, BUMC Youth Director caleigh.bumc@gmail.com

Family Faith Formation takes place during the
10:15-11:15 a.m. Sunday school each week. We
invite parents and youth into faith conversations
facilitated by our Youth Director, Caleigh Smith.

Thank you to all the youth who volunteered at
VBS July 16-20! We had fun celebrating you at
Escape Haus on Wednesday, July 18!

We learned to be “Rooted” during Youth
Summer Camp in Buda, TX July 8-13!

Starting Wednesday, September 5, UMYF will meet
Wednesdays at 6:30-8:00 PM in the Wahl House for
snacks, games, music led by the Youth Worship Team,
studies on the Bible, and small groups.
*Dinner is at 6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall

September/October 2018
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Sept /Oct Birthdays:
Jonathan Antuna
Sep 1
Isaac Antuna
1
Debbie Porter
1
Wayne Patterson
2
Drew McRill
3
Kim Rose
4
Beate Brumfield
5
Jack Pardue
5
Kassidy Rose
5
Lloyd Reeh
7
Clarence Johnson
8
Brooklyn Adams
12
Ryan Kwait
13
Jay Anderson
14
Randall Jobe
14
Forrest Jagge
15
Samantha Schulmeier
15
Barbara Gordy
16
Debra Simmonds
17
Kim Harris
18
Rick Stains
18
Shera Covington
19
Roslyn Cantu
20
Justin Allen Dorsey
26
Nathan Schulmeier
27
Griffin Mueller
28
Jerry Howell
29
Elaine Smith
30
LaDonna Bacon
Oct 2
Regan Schuetze
3
Bobby Mueller
5
Darlene Langston
6
Dawn Stephens
8
Susan Stehle
12
Alec Bagwell
14
Katelyn Roden
20
Chris Bistline
20
Theron Jagge
21
Tami Schmitz
23
Jackson Ross Bacon
25
Terry Harris
26
Kathy Wuest
26
Erv Helmken
27
Judith Rice
27
Jim Gathright
30

Sept/Oct ANNIVERSARIES:
Grace and Wilford Steehle
Sandra and Jim Hackard
Donna and Jerry Howell
Linda and Lloyd Reeh
Jill and Kevin Wuest
Becky & Michael Davidson
Judith and Steve Rice
Estella and Joe Berkley
Nicole and Ryan Powell
Bob and Cindy Fleming
Sept/Oct 2018 Presence
Total Membership

Sep 5
7
10
11
11
14
23
Oct 2
20
28

Finances as of July 31, 2018

273

Average Worship by service:
8:45 Traditional Service
73
11:15 Contemporary
27 Offerings
Sunday School total
30
Average # Visitors
2 Expenses
Average Sunday Worship 102

Month

Year-to-Date

28,844

220,778

33,829

219,814

Ahead (Behind) (4,985)

964

SUPPORT YOUR PATCH!

Cornerstone as of 7/31/18
Capital Campaign III Contrib.
Amount Pledged
Amount Collected
Vivian Trust Mny Mkt
CASH AVAILABLE
Loan/Amount Avail.
TOTAL AVAILABLE

$486,625
$353,640
$163,826
$517,466
$383,527
$900,993

Weekly Church Emails

Church emails go out several times a week to advise on the
latest Bracken Church news. If you’d like to be added, please
call the church office or send via email. Also, if you’d like to
receive the monthly newsletter via mail or be taken off the
mailer list, please contact the church office at (830) 606-6717
or admin@brackenumc.org

Please review your current level of contributions and prayerfully consider
sharing any abundances with God through the church. Thank you for
supporting the mission and ministries of Bracken UMC.

September/October 2018 Calendar

September/October 2018
Sunday

Monday

8:45 a.m.
Traditional
Worship
9:45 a.m.
Gathering
Breakfast
10:15 a.m.
SS for all ages

9-2 Preschool CEC
10-11 am—Staff
Meeting, FH
11:15-1:15
Women’s Bible
Study
7:30-8:30 pm
Scout Troop 828,
FH

11:15 a.m.
Contemporary
Service

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

9-2 Preschool 9-2 Preschool CEC 9-2 Preschool
CEC

5:30-7:30 Women’s
Bible Study
6-8 pm- UMYF
dinner FH & WH
6 - 7:30 pm WOW,
FH
6-6:50 pm Men’s
Gospel Group - S
7-8:30 pm
Joyful Noise - S
7:30-8:00 pm
Youth Music
Practice - FH

6-8:30 pm Disciple
Bible Study

CEC
1:30-3 pm
Handbells - FH
5-9:30 pm
Eagle Scout
Review Board - Ed
3&4
6:30-8:30 pm
Contemp Music
Practice - S
6:30-8 pm
Financial Peace
804 (Scouts) - FH

September Dates
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Friday

Saturday

9-2 Preschool
KEY:
CEC
CEC =
9-9:45 am
Children’s Ed.
Contemplative
Center
Prayer Service, S
Ed = Ed. Bldg
FH =
Fellowship
Hall
P = Parsonage
PS = Preschool

S = Sanctuary

Y = Youth
Bldg (Wahl

October Dates

rd

st

Sept. 3 – Labor Day - Office closed

Oct. 1 & 15th – Bracken Mamas

Sept. 4th – Trustees

Oct. 2nd – Trustees

Sept 6th & 20th – Venturing Crew

Oct. 4th & 18th –Venturing Crew

Sept. 8th – UMW Rummage Sale

Oct. 6th – Maintaining God’s House

Sept. 10th & 24th – Bracken Mamas

Oct. 6th – Blessing of the Animals

Sept. 11th – Senior Ministry

Oct. 7th – Budgets are due

Sept. 15th – Maintaining God’s House

Oct. 9th – Senior Ministry

Sept. 22nd – Day of Service

Oct 20th – Fall Fest

Sept 25th – Shawl Ministry

Oct. 23rd – Shawl Ministry

Sept 26th – Food Bank & NL Fold

Oct. 24th – Food Bank & NL Fold

Women's Bible Study
Entrusted by Beth Moore

Monday mornings and Wednesday afternoons
Join Us! Wednesday September 5th, 5:30 - 7:30 pm
Join Us! Monday September 10th, 11:15 am - 1:15 pm
See Valita Loser or call (210) 861-1322

Weekly Church Emails

Also, if you’d like to receive emails or be taken off the email list, please contact the church
office at (830) 606-6717 or admin@brackenumc.org

September/October 2018

Bracken United Methodist Church
Rev. Chris Bistline
20377 FM 2252
San Antonio, TX 78266-2615
Office: 830-606-6717
Preschool: 830-624-1429
Pastor’s Cell: 512-743-9587
Email: Admin@brackenumc.org
Website: www.brackenumc.org
Office Hours:
Mon. Tues. Thurs. 9 - 3 p.m.
Wed. 8:30 am - 2:30 p.m.
Fri. 8:30 am - 12 p.m.
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Newsletter

Come and Worship with Us!
Worship & Fellowship
Opportunities
8:45 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship
9:45 a.m. ~ Gathering Time with
Fellowship & Food
10:15 a.m. ~ Sunday School for
all ages
11:15 a.m. ~ Contemporary Worship

Church Staff
Senior Pastor ~
Reverend Chris Bistline
Church Administrator/Pianist ~ Janie Franz
Children’s Ministry Director ~ Nicole Powell
Youth Director ~
Caleigh Smith
Director Traditional Music ~
Kathy Roden
Director Contemporary Music ~ Kyle Lanford
Special Music Ministries ~
Kathy Roden
Preschool Director ~
Michelle DeLeo
Bookkeeper ~
Carol Dukes
Special Projects ~
Steve Rice

