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BRACKEN BRIEF 

~Mission Statement~ 

         Mission: Living the Christian faith through worship, education and nurture; growing God's Kingdom 
through outreach, service and Mission. 

~VisionStatement~ 

Vision: Glorifying God by living the Christian faith and Growing God's Kingdom. 

"If you make my word your home, you will indeed be my disciples.”  John 8:31 

Dear Friends, 

I am one of those people who grew up in the church, went to Sunday school and attended VBS. 
Then, when college came around, I was pretty much absent from the church, from Bible study, 
from Christian fellowship, and from living as one committed to discipleship in Jesus Christ.  
 

It was not until I was pregnant of my first child that I really returned to church.  These were 
growing years in the faith for me.  When my daughter, Sharon, was baptized, I reaffirmed my 
Christian vows and with Russell, committed to raise her up in the church. 
 

But I didn’t really understand with my heart what that commitment 
would entail.  As I began to serve on various church committees 
and began to take on leadership positions, I had always had in the 
back of my head that I should probably know a little more about 
the Bible than I did.  I had tried to reading through it on my own on 
more than one occasion, and usually got stuck in Genesis! 
 

I had an associate pastor at my home church who every year, 
taught Disciple Bible Study. And, every year she kept inviting me to 
take the class until I finally relented and said, “OK – I will take it if 
you will teach me.”  At this point in my Christian journey, I wasn’t 
really looking for one more thing to add to my plate. I was the 
mother of three, working part-time, and preparing myself to step 
into the role of PTA President of a large middle school.  
 

Disciple Bible Study is a 34-week course that covers approximately 
70-80% of the Bible. This Bible study changed my life. Within the 
first few weeks, I discovered I could not get enough of it. I was so 
hungry for God’s Word and I didn’t even know it! The more I 
immersed myself in Scripture, the more God worked on my heart, 
transforming me into a disciple of Christ.   
 

I will be offering Disciple Bible Study on Sunday evenings beginning 
August 26th and I am inviting you to be a part of this amazing 
journey with me. This is a gift you will want to give yourself and an 
opportunity you will not want to miss! I hope you will join me. 
 

Grace and peace, 

Chris 

Pastor Chris 
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UMW:  Twelve Bracken United Methodist Women made a trip to San Marcos for lunch at 
Palmer’s Restaurant and visited the Vineyard Marketplace, a Fair Trade Boutique which is part of 
True Vineyard Ministries.  The visit to the market was very nice, but lunch at Palmer’s didn’t quite 
work out.  Very shortly after giving the waiter our orders, the electricity went out. We sat in the semi-
darkness enjoying our water and bread, hoping it would come back on, but no luck.  Everything in 
that area of town was out, so we ended up at Centerpoint Station Restaurant.  Centerpoint was 
good, but we will definitely go back to Palmer’s for another try. 
  
The next UMW meeting will be Monday, August  6.  Trevor Smith will give a program on his trip to 
Costa Rica, where he worked with orthodontists providing eye care to indigent people in  remote 
areas. 
  
I hope you’re storing up all your no-longer-needed treasures 
for the Fall rummage sale.  Mark your calendars for 
Saturday, September 8! 
  
Bracken United Methodist Women welcomes women of all 
ages, whether or not you are a member of Bracken UMC. 
Our meetings include a time of fellowship and refreshments, 
a time of social awareness through guests from mission 
organizations, and a short business meeting. Fellowship 
events and mission projects are also planned. Childcare is 
gladly provided upon    request.  
  
Blessings, Luanne Schuetze, President      
www.umwriotexas.org/        
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/ 

Joy Camp was a blast.  Our days were filled with fun and 
friendships.  Thank you for joining us! 

 

Tips for the Home:  Back to School Tips for Parents 
 

1.  If you and your child have fallen out of your bedtime routine this summer, get back into a 
solid routine! A week before the first day of school is a good time frame in which to begin. 

2. Plan and shop for healthy breakfasts and lunches a week in advance.  
3. If possible, arrange play dates with other parents of preschoolers, or find out if your local 
library or community center offers free events for young children.  
4. Spending time with other children. This will help your child’s social and emotional develop-
ment and prepare them for the school environment. 
5. Connect with other parents and students on the first day back to preschool.          Intro-
duce yourself and your child. Join any parent organization the school may have. 
6. Be prepared for tears. Smile, stay positive, and maintain a calm demeanor when your 
child is having a hard time saying goodbye. If you start to panic your child will pick up on 
your doubt. 
7. Parent involvement in school is important—even in preschool! Talk to your child’s pre-
school teacher regularly.   
8. Preschools often host parent and family activities; attend these as often as possible to 
help your child begin bonding to the educational system. 
 

Blessings  - Michelle DeLeo, Director  

    

   

 

Bracken Children’s Team Mission Statement 

Together we will dream, plan, and implement ministry opportunities designed to further the faith and 
spiritual growth of our children, their families, and our neighbors.  We will foster an environment that 

provides continuity, respect and awareness of differences for all who choose to serve our children. 

Bracken Preschool 

http://www.umwriotexas.org/
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
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Pantry Needs: Peanut butter, jelly, canned fruit, toothpaste & toothbrushes, shampoo & 

conditioner, laundry detergent, and bars of bath soap.  Back-to-School Supplies Needed: #2 
pencils, washable markers, dry erase markers, wide rule spirals, colored pencils, wide rule 
comp books, wide rule paper, pens, glue sticks, rulers, crayons, and scissors. 

Thank You for Giving – We know you have a lot of choices in your giving. Thank 
you for supporting the mission and ministries of Bracken UMC. 

The Randolph Area Christian Assistance Program (RACAP) sends a big “Thank You” to everyone       

involved in Bracken VBS for all the school supplies, toothbrushes, and toothpaste.  Because of your  

generosity, every child in our Back-to-School Program will receive a dental kit to go with their new school 

shoes and school supplies.  Speaking of the Back-to-School Program, applications are still being        

accepted until AUGUST 31, 2018.  If you know someone who cannot afford school shoes for their      

children, please send the parents to RACAP to complete an application.  We are located at 307 Pfeil 

Street in Schertz and are open from 1-3 p.m. Monday thru Friday.  For more information, you can call the 

RACAP office at 210-658-1613 and ask for Jessie or Dorothy. There is still time to sponsor a child for 

$25 if you wish.  Just make your check out to Bracken UMC noted for RACAP Shoes and place it in the 

offering plate on Sunday.  Your generosity will be greatly appreciated.         
 

This summer has been very busy with a steady stream of clients needing assistance.  Most days there is 

a line outside waiting for us to open.  Hot weather has led to high utility bills, and many families struggle 

to pay them.  Children are out of school for the summer and don’t receive free breakfasts and lunches.  

These families turn to RACAP for help, and God always provides what we need thru His churches.  Just 

when our pantry shelves look bare or our funds start to get low, donations come in, and needs are met.   

Last month RACAP helped 119 families for a  total of 274 people.  We fed 215 people from our pantry; 

helped 41 families who were in danger of being evicted pay their rent; helped 3 people purchase their 

prescribed medications; and helped 27 families pay overdue utility bills.  Thank you for your monetary 

donations that make this assistance  possible.   
 

Please remember RACAP, its clients and volunteers in your prayers.  Sometimes the demands for our 

services seem overwhelming, but God always provides what we need and gives us patience under   

pressure.  When you are shopping for your family, please buy a couple of extra food items for RACAP’s 

pantry.  You can place them in the blue plastic RACAP container under the table outside the church   

office, and I will take them to RACAP.  Or you may want to deliver the food to RACAP yourself and take 

a tour.  To learn more about RACAP, visit our website at www.racap.org.  Thank you for helping RACAP 

show God’s love to those in need.          
 

Sincerely, Elaine Smith, Your RACAP Representative   

RACAP’s mission statement:  Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.” John 21:17 

UMM: All men of Bracken UMC and their guests are welcome to participate in 
the United Methodist Men (UMM). UMM cooks pancakes and sausages for fellowship 
on 4th Sundays. Helpers are welcome at 9:15 a.m. Donations collected for pancakes 
go into the BUMC Members’ Emergency Fund. Thank you, Bracken!                         
 

Blessings,  Russell Bistline, President 
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Adult Spiritual Formation by Suzanne Broussard 
 

 

*** GRATITUDE *** 
                                 “being grateful is a state; thanking is an action” David Steindl-Rast 
 

Gratitude--- 
Eucharistia “thankfulness, the act of giving thanks”, eu, meaning “well,” and charizomai, “to give freely,” 
Gratitude takes on many forms. 
As an emotion - a spontaneous surge of feeling for someone who does something good for us 
As a virtue - developed through years of practice, becomes a habitual part of our character 
As an attitude - gratefulness for everything in life, our very existence from moment to moment 
 

A grateful life-stance relies on a kind of awareness born of prayerful attentiveness. The benefits of gratitude are 
peace of mind, more satisfying personal relationships and happiness in general. Regular practice of grateful thinking 
enhances psychological and physical well-being. 
 

Luke’s Gospel story of the grateful leper receives the gift of restoration of physical health and another gift of the 
human capacity to appreciate the goodness of his life. He was healed not only of his leprosy but also of his lifelong 
self-depreciation and self-rejection. The restoration of appreciation gave birth to gratitude. 
 

Gratitude in Christian living, experience more peacefully settled in life, tend to be more empathic, forgiving, helpful, 
and supportive as well as less focused on materialistic pursuits. They are less likely to evaluate their own or other’s 
success in terms of possessions and more likely to share their possessions with others. 
 

Gratitude increases trust. Trust is the willingness to rely on others and is a prerequisite of Christian faith and central 
to Christian discipleship. A grateful stance in life increases our capacity to be like Jesus, whose life and message 
centered on inclusive love, compassionate service, radical trust in God, forgiveness, freedom from anxiety, and 
dependence on God. Informed by Jesus’s example, authentic gratitude for Christians is grounded in a “poverty of 
spirit” and a deeply felt sense of radical dependence on God. It is also rooted in a peaceful acceptance of personal 
limitation that welcomes interdependence as part of human life rather than regarding it as something to be ashamed 
of and shunned. Acknowledging God’s and others’ gracious generosity, Christian gratitude stems from a profound 
realization of the gratuity or gift-nature of everything. 
 

Thanks is the only thing we can give. As a life-stance, gratitude moves us to cherish everything as a gift to be cared 
for, nurtured, and brought to fulfillment. Gratefulness, is described as the mystical dimension of gratitude. It moves 
us to a generosity that benefits others. Well-being moves us to self-transcendence and a graciousness that reaches 
out to others in loving service. 
Adapted from: Au, Wilkie, “The Practice of Gratitude.” Presence: An International Journal of Spiritual Direction, Vol. 
17 No.3 (Sept. 2011): 6-15 
 

 “Every moment and every event of every man’s life on earth plants something in his soul. For just as the wind 
carries thousands of winged seeds so each moment brings with it germs of spiritual vitality that come to rest 
imperceptibly in the minds and wills of men. Most of these unnumbered seeds perish and are lost, because men are 
not prepared to receive them: for such seeds as these cannot spring up anywhere except in the good soil of 
freedom, spontaneity, and love.”― Thomas Merton 
 

One-with-One spiritual direction is an intentional relationship of spiritual companionship between a director and a 
directee in which the total focus is on the presence, activity, and invitation of God in the life of the directee.   
*********************************************************************************************************************** 
Suzanne Broussard is a full-time spiritual director and member of Spiritual Directors International since 2004. For 
further information about the ministry or the spiritual director, or to make an appointment, please call (830) 832-3714 

or email gardenershouse@yahoo.com. 

Women’s Bible Study is coming in September -
Monday mornings and Wednesday  Evenings 

FOOD BANK: 4th Wednesday, 8:30  

at Pickrell Park 

mailto:gardenershouse@yahoo.com
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Prayer Shawl Ministry:  
 

Vision Statement - Psalm 90:17  “May the favor of  
the Lord our God rest upon us; establish the work of our  
hands for us. Yes, establish the work of our hands.”    
Mission Statement - Philippians 2:2  “…agreeing wholeheartedly with each, loving one another, and 
working together with one heart with purpose.” 
 

What is a prayer shawl? 
The purpose of a prayer shawl is to give someone a tangible example of God’s love and 
care.  The shawl is made of soft yarn so the recipient can wrap up in it and feel God’s 
arms around him or her; kind of like a hug from God while experiencing a life challenge. 
 

A prayer shawl is made with prayer.  The 
maker of the shawl prays before, during and 
after they work on the shawl. The prayer 
shawls are then prayed over again at our 
monthly meeting as a group. Chemo caps 
and prayer squares are also created to bring 
comfort and reassurance that God is 
present. 
 

Come join us on the 4
th
 Tuesday of every 

month. You will be welcomed whether you 
knit or crochet or just want to fellowship with 
a dedicated group of Christian ladies. 
 

Pat Helmken, Chair 

Cornerstone commitments for 
our new Multipurpose Building. 
 

Status: as of June 30
th

, we have 
received $350,657 from 54    
families.  
 

               God Is Good! 

     It’s not to late to make your 

         Commitment to Bracken! 

STARTS SEPT 6th; 6:30-8 p.m. 

Nine week Financial Peace University (FPU) 
begins Sep 6, at 6:30 p.m.  Objective is to teach 
the basics of living on a budget, becoming debt 
free, building an emergency fund, saving for 
kids’ college, saving for retirement, becoming 
financially independent, and being generous.  
This Dave Ramsey-developed course is based 
on Biblical principles…..almost 5 million people 
have taken control of their finances using the 
principles taught.  We will meet for 90 minutes 
to 2 hours once each week.  Cost of materials is 
$109.  Check out more details on the church 
website or contact Greg Loser for details at 
gloserjogs@aol.com  

mailto:gloserjogs@aol.com
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Disciple Bible Study  
Sunday evenings beginning August 26th, 6 - 8:30 PM with Pastor Chris 

 

Disciple Bible Study is a 34 week program of disciplined 
Bible that gives equal time to the Old and New Testaments. 

DISCIPLE draws upon the work of scholars, the personal 
Bible reading and study of the participant, and dynamic 
group discussion to aid understanding of the Bible.  

Time Commitment includes ~ 25 minutes of daily reading 
and 2 1/2 of class time each week.  

Child care is available upon request. 

$40 for the Study Manual. Partial scholarships available 
upon request. Please contact Pastor Chris or the church 
office to register in advance.  

Eagle Pass VBS Mission Trip 

It was a warm, sunny Saturday as 
Nicole, Ryan, Barbara, Mari, 
Sandy, & Bethany headed out 
Highway 57 to Eagle Pass.  It was 
humbling and fulfilling for us to 
serve 30 youngsters as they 
learned Jesus is truly our Super 
Hero through art, video, song, fun 
& games.  Each child got to 
choose as many books as their 
hearts desired to encourage a love 
of reading.  

Our hearts were touched to learn 
that not every one of these 
children had a bed to sleep in, but 
would by the end of the day, as a 
bed was being built while they 
played.  Pray for these and all children in the border towns.  
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BUMC Brokerage Account (per 501(c)3 IRS rules) available — The Church has set up a tax-
free account to receive stock donations. Giving in this manner eliminates taxes that would have 
been paid had the stock been sold - creating a larger gift to the church and giving the donor a tax 
deduction for the full amount of the gift. The account has been set up with Roy Sachs at Raymond 
James, who has very kindly agreed to handle all transfers to and from the account for no charge – 
no management or transaction fee - so the church has no handling expenses. Donating this way 
gives the church the money the IRS would get if the stocks were cashed, then donated, and the do-
nor gets a tax deduction for the full value. A real win–win. You can specify where you’d like the 
funds to be used, such as Capital Campaign, Maintenance or General Fund.  There have been two 
significant gifts made through this account to date.  Please contact Steve Rice for more info if you 
think you’d like to gift in this manner. 

TRUSTEE’S SITREP:  IT:  Ernie indicated all wireless nets up and running. Keith/MDL asked for 
assistance in sync'ing Ring cam's for CEC South doorway and Ed Bldg North portal. Cycled WiFi hot 
spot in Ed Prayer Room; WH reception restored.  Septic:  Aerobic Services pumped 3,600 gal from CEC 
tank.   New tank in South parking for the FH/Ed septic to start soon.   
Pavilion Fans: Keith shut off power some time ago after damage by 'accidental play ’ (tossing balls 
into spinning fans); Keith noted wouldn't take long to reconnect breakers for VBS.       
Physical Security:  "RUN, HIDE, FIGHT" plan for FH and Ed/Nurseries now final, and in accord with 
Seguin Police and Comal County Sheriff's Office inputs.  Michelle indicated PS has approved procedures 
and conducts regular PHYSEC drills.  North side CEC doors no longer used as an added safety 
precaution (PS parents generally receptive to enhanced security procedures).  MDL noted the PS staff is 
much better now at surveying the campus and 'noticing' potential issues. Recommendation for two safe 
rooms: FH pantry and Ed storeroom, including Dorricade bars (slide down to bar door opening), dual 
braces, pepper spray, solid core doors and kevlar/fiberglas panels for ballistic protection. Estimate 
$10,700 including Level 8 (high powered rifle/AK-47 proof) inside panels (475#; $2K per door, so $7K of 
the $10.7K total including labor). Solicited North American Bulletproof for 'formed' bulletproof doors. Ken 
noted vast majority of active shooters are 'known' to the affected entity and would typically not shoot at 
what they couldn't see.  Agreed that Trustee's should proceed with securing FH and Ed safe rooms 
($800), and consider occupied offices (7 doors FH/4 doors Ed nurseries @ $275-$350 for bars/bracing/
pepper spray), but not to consider bullet-resistant panels/bulletproof doors at this time.  Will consider 
adding vestibule at FH Office entry – with electric lock to open into hallway and acrylic panels to provide 
added access control (and eliminate 7 reinforced doors).  

Our Youth at Youth Camp in Buda 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES:   
A wonderful thank you to Team Bracken for listening and responding to the 
Lord’s calling for our Vacation Bible School.  180 children were present on 
our campus and learned how to live fully alive because of Jesus.  A sincere 
and heartfelt thank you to the 55+ adult and youth volunteers.  
 

We were truly team Bracken and I am thankful and honored to serve 
alongside you!  
 

Upcoming events for children, families, and whole church (Team 
Bracken):  
 

Team Bracken Picnic (church-wide picnic) is August 4th, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Food, volleyball competition, cake walk, and more.  Be looking in weekly 
email for cake walk and side-item food sign-ups coming soon! 
 
BACK TO SCHOOL: 
 Backpack and school supply drive starts August 5th.  We will be       support-

ing RACAP’s school drive needs this year, in memory of Mark Hall.  
 

 Blessing of Backpacks, students, and teachers is August 19th.  Along 
with Promotion and Rally “Sundae”. 
 

 BUMP’s Meet the Teacher and Involvement Fair will be Thursday, August 30th.   
We will need Team Bracken to represent our church-wide ministries at the fair and 
welcome parents/children. 

 

Shalom,  Nicole Powell,  
Children’s Ministries  
Director  (210) 857-5991  
children@brackenumc.org 
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: Hello and welcome to all Bracken and surrounding area youth (grades 6-12) and 

families!  
 

Youth are continuing to meet throughout the summer on Wednesdays, 5-7:30 p.m., at 
various congregation members’ pools. Each week we will have dinner together and 
engage Scripture through our summer series, Water & The Word. Addresses will be 
included in the Weekly Youth Update emails and “Remind” group texts. 
 

Our new family Sunday school class, Family Faith Formation, began on June 3! In 
place of separate youth and children's Sunday school classes, parents, youth, and 
children are all participating together in a class taught by our Children's Ministries 
Director, Nicole Powell, and our Youth Ministries Director, Caleigh Smith. Please feel 
free to contact us if you have any questions! 

The high school mission trip team served in Dallas June 10-15, and partnered with 
Project Transformation and North Texas Food Bank. The junior high mission trip team 
served in Gonzales June 24-28, and partnered with UM Army.. (Pictures below) 
 

Upcoming Events:  
 Team Bracken Picnic: 11:00 AM-1:00 PM on Saturday, August 4 

 Rally “Sundae” and Teacher & Backpack Blessing: Sunday, August 19 

 More details about the Bracken UMC youth ministry can be found in the “Weekly 
Youth Update” email. Please contact me at caleigh.bumc@gmail.com if you would 
like to be added to this email list. 

 Feel free to pick up a printed calendar from the youth bulletin board outside my 
office. Events can also be found on the church website calendar. 

 

Thank you for all the ways you invest in youth and join the work the Lord is doing in this 
community! 
 

God bless, Caleigh Smith, BUMC Youth Director   caleigh.bumc@gmail.com 

 

MISSION:  The youth ministry of Bracken UMC exists to grow the faith of youth in 
our community so that they may serve and lead as disciples. 

HIGH SCHOOL  MISSION TRIP TO  
DALLAS, JUNE 10-15 

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL MISSION 
TRIP TO GONZALES, JUNE 24-28  

mailto:caleigh.bumc@gmail.com
mailto:caleigh.bumc@gmail.com
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August 
Birthdays  

Capital Campaign III Contrib. 

Amount Pledged         $485,000 

Amount Collected $350,657 

Vivian Trust Mny Mkt $163,747 

CASH AVAILABLE $514,404 

Loan/Amount Avail. $382,517 

TOTAL AVAILABLE $896,921 

  Month Yr-to-Date 

Offerings  $23,451  $191,935 

Expenses  $39,948   $185,989 

$5,946 Ahead (Behind) ($16,497) 

Finances as of June 30, 2018 Cornerstone as of 6/30/18 

Weekly Church Emails                                 
Church emails go out several times 
a week to advise on the latest 
Bracken Church news. If you’d like 
to be added, please call the church 
office or send via email. Also, if 
you’d like to receive the monthly 
newsletter via mail or be taken off 
the mailer list, please contact the 
church office at (830) 606-6717 or        
Admin@brackenumc.org 

Have you moved?  Has your phone # or email address changed?   
Do you wish to receive church emails? If so, please email or call the 

church office. You can inform us of new contact info when signing 
weekly church attendance sheets.  Please indicate the new              
info with asterisk or stars, this will help when entering data. 

Kemp, Patrick               2  

Bagwell, Lisa                4  

Berkley, Stella               8  

Franz, Ed                      8  

Mueller, Glenn           10  

Rathburn, Greg          10  

Kutscher, Kallie Rose 11  

Kutscher, Kyle          12  

Taylor, James           12  

Namendorf, Robert  14  

Dalton, Alexis           16  

Dresh, Glen              19  

Dorsey, Nancy          20  

Franz, Janie              20  

Stephens, Dee          22  

Stephens, Cheryl     26  

Jobe, Kaylee            28  

Namendorf, Alyssa  28  

Schmitz, Spencer    28  

Smith, Caleigh         28  

Schuetze, Dena       29 

June 2018 Presence 
Total Membership          273  
  

Average Worship by service: 
 8:45 Traditional Service    75          
 11:15 Contemporary           40 
       

Sunday School total           32 
Average # Visitors   6 
 

Average Sunday Worship     121 
    

General offerings are consistently falling short of operating expenses.  
Please review your current level of contributions and prayerfully consider 
sharing any abundances with God through the church.  Thank you! 

Gwen and John Covington   9 

Pat and Erv Helmken   9 

Betsy and Harvey Sassman 11 

Dee and David Jagge 15 

Cindy and Bob Pullin 16 

Luanne and Steve Schuetze 18 

Lorraine and Billy Mueller 20 

Elaine and Randy Smith 20 

Glenda and George Drake 21 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES: 

August 12th 
Combined 

Service at 10am 
and Potluck 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

8:45 a.m.  
Traditional      
Worship  
    

9:45 a.m. 
Gathering      
Breakfast 
 

10:15 a.m. 
SS for all ages  
 

10:15-10:30 a.m. 
Tiny Tots Choir 
 

11:15 a.m.  
Contemporary    
Service       

9-2 Preschool CEC 

10-11:30 am  

Staff Meeting –FH 

 

1-3 pm    Office 
Hrs - FH [Mondays] 
 

6:30-8:30 pm 

Divorce Care -  
Ed Bldg Rm # 5 
 

7:30-8:30 pm 

Scout Troop 828 - 
FH 

 

9-2 Preschool 
CEC 

 

 
 

 

 

9-2 Preschool 
CEC 

5:00-7:30 pm 
UMYF (Youth)-WH 
 

5-6 pm       

Children’s Choir –
FH  
 

6-6:50 pm   Men’s 
Gospel Group - S 
 

7-8:30 pm 
Joyful Noise - S 

7:30-8:30 pm 
Youth Music   
Practice - FH 

9-2 Preschool 
CEC 

1:30-3 pm  

Handbells - FH  

5-9:30 pm  
Eagle Scout Review 

Board - Ed 3 & 4 
6:30-8:30 pm 

Contemp Music 

Practice - S 

7-8:30 pm      
Venturing Crew 
804 (Scouts) - FH 
 

9-2 Preschool 
CEC 

9-9:45 am 

Contempla-
tive Prayer 
Service - S 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEY: 
CEC =       

Children’s  
Ed. Center 

Ed = Ed. Bldg 

FH = Fellow-
ship  Hall 

P = Parsonage 

PS = Preschool 

S = Sanctuary 

Y = Youth 
Bldg (Wahl 
House [WH]) 

 
 

   

2 

 
 

 

3 
 

 

1 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

2 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

3 

 

4 
 

 

11 am-1 pm 

Team 
Bracken  
Picnic/BBQ 

5 1st Sunday 

 Servants 
 

 

 

 

 

  

8  

6 
 

9:15-11 am  
Bracken 
Mama’s - FH 
 
630-8 pm  

UMW Mtg - FH 

7 

9 am - 2 pm 
Pastor Jim w/ 
Schertz UMC 
Rm. #4 
 

6:30-7:30 pm  
Trustees - FH 

8 
 

9 am - 2 pm 
Pastor Jim w/ 
Schertz UMC  #4 
 

6 - 7 pm  
Children & PS 
Committee 
 

9 

 

11 am  - 12 pm   
Care Team          
- Rm. #5 

 

 

10   
9 am-2 pm 

Last Day of 
Joy Camp 

  

11 
8-11 am 
MGH  All over 
Grounds 

 

10am—4pm 

Tonne Family 
Reunion-FH 

12 2nd Sunday 
10-11 a.m.      
Combined Service 

11am Potluck 

12:30-1:50    
Finance 

2-3:30 pm 
Church Council 

13  
NL Deadline 
 
 

  
 

 

 

14 

11am—2pm 
Senior  
Ministry  - FH 
 

 

15 
 
 

  

16 
 

 

 

  
 
 

  

17 
 

 

  

 
  

 

18 

 
 

19 3rd Sunday 

Tacos-
Fellowship Class 

 

Blessing of the 
Backpacks 

 
 

20 

9-11 am  
Bracken 
Mama’s - FH 
 
 
 

 

21 
 
 

22 
 
 
 
 

8:30-10:30 am 
Food Bank  
Distribution–
Pickrell Park 
 
 

11 NL Fold - FH 

23 
 

 
 

 

 

  

24 

 

25 

 

 
  

August 2018 Monthly Calendar 

Weekly opportunities are highlighted at the top of the calendar.  Additional opportunities listed on the calendar. 

26 4th Sunday 
UMM Pancakes 

27 
 

  

28 

 

11 am-3 pm  
Shawl       
Ministry - FH 

29 

 

30 
5:30-7pm Meet 
the Teacher - FH 

6 pm Disciple Bible 
Study - WH  

6:30-7:45 pm 
Cub Scouts - FH 

31 

6pm 

Disciple Bible 
Study -  WH 
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Come and Worship with Us! 
       Church Staff 

 

Senior Pastor ~          Reverend Chris Bistline 

Church Administrator/Pianist ~     Janie Franz 

Children’s Ministry Director ~    Nicole Powell 

Youth Director ~                          Caleigh Smith 

Director Traditional Music ~        Kathy Roden 

Director Contemporary Music ~  Kyle Lanford 

Special Music Ministries ~           Kathy Roden 

Preschool Director ~                Michelle DeLeo 

Bookkeeper ~                                Carol Dukes 

Special Projects ~                            Steve Rice  

 

Worship & Fellowship  

Opportunities 
 

8:45 a.m. ~   Traditional Worship  

9:45 a.m. ~   Gathering Time with  
                      Fellowship & Food                        
  

10:15 a.m. ~ Sunday School for  
       all ages 
11:15 a.m. ~ Contemporary Worship 

 

Non-Profit Org 

US Postage Paid 

Schertz, TX 

Permit #4 

   August 

Newsletter 

Bracken United Methodist Church                                               

Rev. Chris Bistline 

20377 FM 2252 

San Antonio, TX  78266-2615 

Office: 830-606-6717 

Preschool: 830-624-1429 

Pastor’s Cell: 512-743-9587 

Email: Admin@brackenumc.org 

Website: www.brackenumc.org 

Office Hours:  

Mon. Tues. Thurs. 9 - 3 p.m. 

Wed. Fri. 8:30 am - 12 p.m. 
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