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BRACKEN BRIEF
Vision: Glorifying God by living the Christian faith and Growing God's Kingdom.

The Lord said, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in
weakness.” So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses,
so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.
2 Corinthians 12:9
Dear Friends,
The story is told of a very wealthy and curious king. This king had a
huge boulder placed in the middle of a road. Then he hid nearby to see
if anyone would try to remove the gigantic rock from the road.
The first people to pass by were some of the king’s wealthiest
merchants and courtiers. Rather than moving it, they simply walked
around it. A few loudly blamed the King for not maintaining the roads.
Not one of them tried to move the boulder.
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Finally, a peasant came along. His arms were full of vegetables. When RACAP and You
he got near the boulder, rather than simply walking around it as the
RACAP Pantry Needs
others had, the peasant put down his load and tried to move the stone to
Adult Spiritual Formation
the side of the road. It took a lot of effort but he finally succeeded.
The peasant gathered up his load and was ready to go on his way when
he say a purse lying in the road where the boulder had been. The
peasant opened the purse. The purse was stuffed full of gold coins and
a note from the king. The king’s note said the purse’s gold was a
reward for moving the boulder from the road.
The king showed the peasant what many of us never understand: every
obstacle presents an opportunity to improve our condition.
Have you ever overcome an obstacle and discovered a new lease on
life, a new opportunity, a new solution to a persistent problem, or a
new way of thinking about something? Has God been able to transform
a rough situation into something beautiful for you? I would love to hear
your stories.
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How might we turn to God and ask that whatever hardship we might be
Birthdays & Anniversaries
enduring would bring about God’s glory in us?
Let’s pray: O Lord, you are our Father;
we are the clay, and you are our potter;
we are all the work of your hand. (Isaiah 64:8)
Grace and peace,
Chris
Pastor Chris
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~Mission Statement~
Mission: Living the Christian faith through worship, education and nurture; growing God's Kingdom
through outreach, service and Mission.
~VisionStatement~
Vision: Glorifying God by living the Christian faith and growing God's Kingdom.
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Bracken UMW
The UMW-hosted outing to Vineyard Marketplace
in San Marcos scheduled for Wednesday, July 11,
has been changed to Thursday, July 12. Watch your
email & bulletin for times & more information.
https://www.vineyardmarketplace.org/
The next meeting will be Monday, August
6. Trevor Smith will give a program on his trip to
Costa Rica, where he will be working with orthodontists providing eye care to
indigent people in remote areas.
Bracken United Methodist Women welcomes women of all ages, whether or not you
are a member of Bracken UMC. Our meetings include a time of fellowship &
refreshments, a time of social awareness through guests from mission organizations,
and a short business meeting. Fellowship events & mission projects are also planned.
Childcare is gladly provided upon request.
Blessings, Luanne Schuetze, President
www.umwriotexas.org/
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
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Although it seems the school year just ended, the Randolph Area Christian Assistance Program (RACAP) is busy working on our Back-to-School Program. Each year RACAP provides
students in needy families with a new pair of shoes and school supplies to begin the school
year. This program includes students in kindergarten through 12th grade.
Last year, thanks to you, RACAP helpled all 419 children whose parents applied for assistance.
For the past few years, thanks to Bracken VBS, we have also been able to give each child a
dental kit. There are several ways you can help again this year. If you know a child who needs
school shoes, please send their parents to RACAP to complete an application. Applications
will be accepted from July 9 thru August 31. You can also sponsor a child for $25. Make the
check out to Bracken UMC noted for RACAP Shoes. Donations of toothbrushes and toothpaste
are greatly appreciated. If you know a dentist who may be willing to donate, please ask him or
her on behalf of RACAP. We also need donations of basic school supplies, packed in JUMBO
zip lock bags. Please collect the following items and fill a bag or two: ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:
#2 pencils, washable markers, ruler, crayons, wide-rule spiral notebooks, paper/composition
books, scissors, colored pencils, glue sticks, and pens. HIGH SCHOOL / JR. HIGH SCHOOL:
#2 pencils, pens, college rule paper, spiral/composition books. You can place all these in the
large blue plastic RACAP box outside the church office.
The RACAP office at 307 Pfeil Street in Schertz is open from 1-3pm Monday thru Friday. If you
would like to know more about RACAP, pamphlets are located on top of the RACAP donation
container, or you can visit RACAP’s website at www.racap.org. Please keep RACAP in your
prayers this summer when demand increases greatly. Many children receive free breakfast
and lunches during the school year, but that all stops during the summer. With the rising cost of
food, gasoline and utilities, many families are coming to RACAP for help feeding their hungry
children. Last month RACAP helped 277 people, fed 207 people from our food pantry; helped
34 families who were in danger of being evicted pay their rent; helped 8 people purchase their
prescribed medications; and helped 24 families pay overdue utility bills. This may sound like a
bunch of boring numbers, but each number represents a life that has been helped by RACAP.
Thank you for your support of RACAP and for helping us show God’s love to those in need.
Sincerely, Elaine Smith, Your RACAP Representative

Pantry Needs: The pantry is in good shape for nonperishable items thanks to the
postal food drive. We need: laundry detergent, Jelly, toothpaste, toothbrushes, bath &
dish soap, and toilet paper. Cash donations are sincerely appreciated to cover client
expenses and fresh foods.
UMM: All men of Bracken UMC and their guests are welcome to participate in
the United Methodist Men (UMM). UMM cooks pancakes and sausages for fellowship
on 4th Sundays. Helpers are welcome at 9:15 a.m. Donations collected for pancakes
go into the BUMC Members’ Emergency Fund. Thank you, Bracken!
Blessings, Russell Bistline, President
Thank You for Giving – We know you have a lot of choices in your giving. Thank
you for supporting the mission and ministries of Bracken UMC.
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Adult Spiritual Formation by Suzanne Broussard

*** EQUANIMITY ***
Let Nothing Disturb You

Equanimity

Let nothing disturb you,
Let nothing frighten you,
All things pass away:
God never changes.
Patience obtains all things.
He who has God
Finds he lacks nothing;
God alone suffices.-----Teresa of Jesus

Definition of equanimity (Merriam Webster Dictionary)
plural equanimities
1: evenness of mind, especially under stress: nothing could disturb his equanimity
2: right disposition: balance; physical equanimity
Equanimity is a total openness to the will of God in one’s life. Whatever God wills for me, I will
strive with all of the energy of my heart and with all my soul and with all my mind and love my
neighbor as myself. (Mt.22:37) As Methodists, we pray for equanimity through ‘A Covenant
Prayer’. 'A Covenant Pray’ is a profession to “pursue holiness of heart and life; universal love
filling the heart and governing the life.” It describes the Jesus way of self-giving and selfemptying love. This way of living and loving is possible only in a community centered in the life
and mission of the crucified and risen Jesus Christ.
A Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition
I am no longer my own, but thine.
Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom Thou wilt.
Put me to doing, put me to suffering. Let me be employed by Thee or laid
aside for Thee, exalted for Thee or brought low for Thee.
Let me be full, let me be empty.
Let me have all things, let me have nothing.
I freely and heartily yield all things to Thy pleasure and disposal.
And now, O glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Thou art mine,
and I am Thine. So be it.
And the covenant which I have made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.
Practice: Each morning pray 'Let Nothing Disturb You.’ Each evening pray 'A Covenant Prayer.’
*Review your day. Look back to the moment you woke up to the end of the day and notice when
you were totally open to God’s will, self-giving and self-emptying love.
*Notice when you resisted openness to God’s will, self-giving and self-emptying love.
*What is God inviting you to let go of that will bring you equanimity? Total openness to God?
One-with-one spiritual direction is an intentional relationship of spiritual companionship between
a director and a directee in which the total focus is on the presence, activity, and invitation of
God in the life of the directee.
************************************************************************************************************************

Suzanne Broussard is a full-time spiritual director and member of Spiritual
Directors International since 2004. For further information about the ministry or
the spiritual director, or to make an appointment, please call (830) 832-3714 or
email gardenershouse@yahoo.com.
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Prayer Shawl Ministry:
Vision Statement - Psalm 90:17 “May the favor of

the Lord our God rest upon us; establish the work of our
hands for us. Yes, establish the work of our hands.”
Mission Statement - Philippians 2:2 “…agreeing
wholeheartedly with each, loving one another, and working together with one heart with
purpose.”

The shawls that are made by the talented women of Bracken and their friends are given
as requested for a lot of various reasons. Some people are in need of comfort as they
experience the passing of a loved one, maybe they have received devastating health
news, or are experiencing a job loss. Shawls are given to show a tangible way to
support an un-churched person or a person of faith as a way of showing that “strangers”
have taken the time to use a talent God has given, to create a “hug” from God.
Can God use you to provide a “hug” from God?
Please contact the church office, Pastor Chris or a Shawl Ministry member if someone
you know needs a “hug” from God.
Pat Helmken, Chair
Cornerstone commitments for
our new Multipurpose Building.
Status: as of May 31th, we have
received $348,401.51 from 56
families.
God Is Good!
It’s not to late to make your
Commitment to Bracken!

Families of
our 2018
Confirmands

Bracken Brief

Page 6
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2018
GRADUATE, MADISON SAULTER:
During high school, Madison was actively involved
in a number of extracurricular activities including
varsity volleyball, varsity softball, art, class officer
positions, and the National Honor Society.
She medaled at the state level for an art
competition and qualified twice, received
Academic All-District for volleyball twice, and is
graduating as the Salutatorian of her class.
Madison plans to attend UT at Austin and has
been accepted into the College of Natural
Sciences, where she plans on studying Public
Health and eventually going to medical school.

Breath Prayers
On the days when I get really fearful, I say a tiny prayer. It's called a breath prayer. short,
gritty prayers that get right to the point. You simply pick a sentence, something that looks
like a prayer, and repeat it under your breath over and over again, as the song of your
heart.
Our group huddled close and linked arms. A woman in the center begins to pray. At one
point, she says it. "Reduce me to love. God, reduce me to love."
After we say amen, we get into place at the doors to welcome people to worship.
A man walked toward me with stringy gray hair. He had his arms stretched out as if he
has known me for years. I looked at his name tag: Gino.
Gino and I hug like it's second nature. He pulls out his harmonica and begins playing
"Amazing Grace" in the middle of the lobby as if no one else were there.
Gino finishes his song. He places his hand on my shoulder and looks at me. "Just
remember to look beneath the surface," he says, his voice low. "Beneath the surface, we
all just want to be seen." As he says those words and slips past me into the crowd, that
simple prayer comes back to me: Reduce me to love.
My prayer expands and gets bigger: Reduce me to love. Help me to see beneath the
surface. Help me to be a familiar face in a crowd, a light in a dark room. Turn me into
love and wipe out all the excess fear.
In John 3, John the Baptist says flat-out, "I'm not it. I'm not meant to be the center of
attention." He tells his disciples that he was sent ahead to prepare the way for the
bridegroom. "He must become greater; I must
become less" (John 3:30).
Family Faith Formation
My heart needs this reminder constantly: You are
Parents, Youth & Children
not the center of the universe. You are not the
meet together.
most important. That's God. If I want to be open to
Sundays 10:15–11:15 a.m.
what God has for me, I also must be open to
Starting June 3rd - Wahl House
decreasing, to becoming less.
Reduce me to love. It's me saying, "I can't actually
do this thing on my own, so come in and do the
work. Have your way. I trust you."
Taken from "Come Matter Here" by Hannah
Brencher. Copyright © 2018 by Hannah Brencher.
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TRUSTEES REPORT: Accounting - John Blair reports Quickbooks
installation complete and functioning well. Thanks to Carol and Elizabeth for
their hard work in the changeover. We’re still using Servant Keeper for all
donations. Septic System - Permit approved; tank ordered. Should begin work
end of June. Buildings and Grounds - Plants cut back, coming out nicely.
OUTSTANDING turnout at MGH June 9th, with 16 souls working hard.
Irrigation - sprinkler completed and tested. APM did a nice job. We talked
about the advantages of using the well water strictly for irrigation and the
Green Valley water for all interior sinks, toilets, etc. We would need to do some
piping changes but all agreed it made sense. WiFi - Ernie reconnected hard
cable into the Sanctuary and added 3 access points. Two now exist in the FH.
Buildings added will be the Sanctuary, Preschool and Education Building.
Work now complete, save for tuneups to Easy Worship in the Sanctuary.
Security Assessment Report from Comal County Sheriff - Security
Assessment Report provided after walk-through March 27th. List of items is
daunting with some items impossible to remedy. Michelle reported PS doing
all required for state licensing. Her only request is to have the main door relock
when someone enters and not have to physically relock the door. It was
agreed that everyone should practice good awareness and observation to be
watchful; notice things and people out of the ordinary. We agreed to prioritize
and begin working on the items on the list. Each member of the committee is
to pick five things they feel would be most helpful and send the list to SteveS
to compile and report back next meeting. Security Plan - SteveR and the
security team completed the final draft of RUN-HIDE-FIGHT and distributed for
final review. Several rooms will be upgraded as ‘vaults’ to include door bars,
door braces, ballistic protection and pepper spray. All occupied room doors
will have same hardware for protection, funding permitting.
BUMC Brokerage Account (per 501(c)3 IRS rules) available — The
Church has set up a tax-free account to receive stock donations. Giving in
this manner eliminates taxes that would have been paid had the stock been
sold - creating a larger gift to the church and giving the donor a tax deduction
for the full amount of the gift. The account has been set up with Roy Sachs at
Raymond James, who has very kindly agreed to handle all transfers to and
from the account for no charge – no management or transaction fee - so the
church has no handling expenses. Donating this way gives the church the
money the IRS would get if the stocks were cashed, then donated, and the
donor gets a tax deduction for the full value. A real win–win. You can specify
where you’d like the funds to be used, such as Capital Campaign,
Maintenance or General Fund. There have been two significant gifts made
through this account to date. Please contact Steve Rice for more info if you
think you’d like to gift in this manner.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES:

It’s Summer time! May 30th was our last WOW meeting for the
school year. But, the fun doesn’t stop there.
We have some fun summer events planned for children and families alike.

Adults: we need you for VBS!
Will you volunteer to help with crafts, snacks, crews, Bible story
video, music, or games? It’s a week worth of fun, 9 a.m. - 12:30
p.m., July 16-20. Be a part of Team Bracken!
Upcoming Events:
July
14 VBS Decorating all volunteers &
children invited to
come help
16-20 VBS
22

VBS Closing
Celebration

August
4 Team Bracken
Picnic & Back to
School Party

19 Blessing of the
Backpacks and
Back to School
Supply Drive
Shalom, Nicole Powell,
Children’s Ministries
Director (210) 857-5991
children@brackenumc.org

FOCUS ON BRACKEN YOUTH:
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Hello and welcome to all Bracken and surrounding area youth (grades 6-12) and families!
Youth are continuing to meet throughout the summer on Wednesdays, 5-7:30 p.m., at various
congregation members’ pools. Each week we will have dinner together and engage Scripture
through our summer series, Water & The Word. Addresses will be included in the Weekly
Youth Update emails and “Remind” group texts.
As Bracken UMC youth and children's ministries seek to partner with parents for the faith
formation of whole families, we are beyond excited to announce the inauguration of a family
Sunday school class! In place of separate youth and children's Sunday school classes,
parents, youth, and children will all participate together in a class taught by our Children's
Ministries Director, Nicole Powell, and our Youth Ministries Director, Caleigh Smith. Please feel
free to contact us if you have any questions!
We had a blast during the Austin Bouldering Trip on Sunday, April 22!
The high school mission trip team served in Dallas June 10-15, and partnered with Project
Transformation and the North Texas Food Bank. The junior high mission trip team served in
Gonzales June 24-28, and partnered with UM Army.

YOUTH SUMMER CAMP:
July 8-13, Twin Oaks
Ranch, Buda, TX
Buda trip available to upcoming
6th > Graduating 12th Graders for
$225. Scholarships and payment
plans available – contact Caleigh

Upcoming Events:
We will not meet for our summer series, Water & the Word, on July 4 or July 11.
Youth Summer Camp: July 8-13
Youth VBS Celebration: Wednesday, July 18
Team Bracken Picnic: 11:00 AM-1:00 PM on Saturday, August 4
More details about the Bracken UMC youth ministry can be found in the “Weekly Youth
Update” email. Please contact me at caleigh.bumc@gmail.com if you would like to be
added to this email list.
Feel free to pick up a printed calendar from the youth bulletin board outside my office.
Events can also be found on the church website calendar.
Thank you for all the ways you invest in youth and join the work the Lord is doing in this
community!

God bless, Caleigh Smith, BUMC Youth Director caleigh.bumc@gmail.com
MISSION: The youth ministry of Bracken UMC exists to grow the faith of youth in
our community so that they may serve and lead as disciples.
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July
Birthdays
Trillo, Bobby
Harris, Rhona
Kathryn Hamilton
Mitchell, Audra
Wuest, Jacob
Gossett, TJ
Stephenson, Nancy
Baumann, Cade
Hackard, James
Gordy, Abby
Smith, Randy
Grant, Kay
Peak, Bob
Cantu, Jessica
Covington, Gwen
Kurz, Jackson
Anderson, Robyn
Fleming, Robert
Holm, Keith
Fatheree, Dell
Stains, Jayce
Bonar, Eric
Kurz, Justin
ORDINA:TION OF
FRANK BAIK @
Corpus Christi

4
6
6
7
7
8
8
9
13
14
15
17
17
18
18
22
23
25
25
26
26
28
30

JULY ANNIVERSARIES:
Broussard, Suzanne & Carroll
Tomb, Melinda & Jeremy
Porter, Debbie & Jim
Franz, Janie & Ed
Mueller, Lisa & Glenn
Gossett, Melissa & T.J.
Stephens, Dawn & Dee
Friesenhahn, Elizabeth & Aaron
Svendsen, Juanita & Svede

Finances as of May 31, 2018
Month

Year-to-Date

Offerings

$49,206

$168,484

Expenses

$24,012

$144,539

Ahead (Behind) $25,194

$23,945

Weekly Church Emails

Church emails go out several times
a week to advise on the latest
Bracken Church news. If you’d like
to be added, please call the church
office or send via email. Also, if
you’d like to receive the monthly
newsletter via mail or be taken off
the mailer list, please contact the
church office at (830) 606-6717 or
Admin@brackenumc.org

3
4
6
10
14
16
16
17
17

Cornerstone as of 5/31/18
Capital Campaign III Contrib.
Amount Pledged
Amount Collected
Vivian Trust Mny Mkt
CASH AVAILABLE
Loan/Amount Avail.
TOTAL AVAILABLE

$485,000
$348,402
$163,599
$512,001
$377,118
$889,119

May 2018 Presence
Total Membership

273

Average Worship by service:
8:45 Traditional Service 73
11:15 Contemporary
40
Sunday School total
Average # Visitors
Average Sunday Worship

General offerings are consistently falling short of operating expenses.
Please review your current level of contributions and prayerfully consider
sharing any abundances with God through the church. Thank you!

Have you moved? Has your phone # or email address changed?
Do you wish to receive church emails? If so, please email or call the
church office. You can inform us of new contact info when signing
weekly church attendance sheets. Please indicate the new
info with asterisk or stars, this will help when entering data.

40
5
118

JULY 2018 Monthly Calendar
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Sunday

8:45 a.m.

Traditional
Worship

9:45 a.m.

Gathering
Breakfast
10:15 a.m.
SS for all ages
10:15-10:30 a.m.
Tiny Tots Choir
11:15 a.m.
Contemporary
Service

1 1st Sunday
Gathering
Breakfast

Monday
9-2 Preschool CEC
10-11:30 am
Staff Meeting –FH

Tuesday
9-2 Preschool
CEC

Wednesday
9-2 Preschool
CEC

5:00-7:30 pm
UMYF (Youth)Water and the
Word

1-3 pm Office
Hrs - FH [Mondays]

Thursday
9-2 Preschool
CEC
1:30-3 pm
Handbells - FH
5-9:30 pm

Friday
9-2 Preschool
CEC

9-9:45 am
Contemplative Prayer
Eagle Scout Review Service - S
Board - Ed 3 & 4

7:30-8:30 pm
Scout Troop 828 FH

6:30-8:30 pm
Contemp Music
Practice - S
7-830 pm
Venturing Crew
804 (Scouts) - FH

2

3

630-8 pm

6:30-7:30 pm

UMW Mtg - FH Trustees - FH

4
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Saturday

KEY:
CEC =

Children’s
Ed. Center
Ed = Ed. Bldg
FH = Fellowship Hall
P = Parsonage
PS = Preschool

S = Sanctuary

Y = Youth
Bldg (Wahl
House [WH])

6

7
8-11 am
MGH
All over
Grounds

Independence Day

Office Closed

8 2nd Sunday

10

9
8

Gathering B’fast

9 am-12 pm
PS Stomp & Play
- Ed Rm 4
915-11 am
Brkn Mama’s-Ed
11am—2 pm
Sr Ministry—FH

12:30-1:50
Finance
2-3:30 pm
Church Council

11

12

13

14

20

21

3-4 pm
Care Team - FH
NO Men’s; NO
Choir Practice

Youth Camp at Twin Oaks
15 3rd Sunday 16
Tacos NL Deadline

17

18

19

Youth VBS
Celebration

Fellowship Class

10 am– 4 pm
Armke Family
Reunion - FH

11:30 am-4:30 pm

Stehle Reunion FH

22 4th Sunday 23
UMM Pancakes

VBS Closing
Celebration

29 5th Sunday 30
UMW Donuts

NO Men’s; NO
Choir Practice

9 a.m.—12:30 p.m. — Vacation Bible School
24
27
25
26
9-11 am
Bracken
Mama’s - FH
10 am-3 pm

8:30-10:30 am

Food Bank
Distribution–
Pickrell Park

Shawl Min-FH

11 NL Fold - FH

31

27

28

6:15-7:30 pm
Cub Scouts - FH

6:30-7:30 pm
SPRC
28

29

30

Weekly opportunities are highlighted at the top of the calendar. Additional opportunities listed on the calendar.
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Bracken United Methodist Church
Rev. Chris Bistline
20377 FM 2252
San Antonio, TX 78266-2615
Office: 830-606-6717
Preschool: 830-624-1429
Pastor’s Cell: 512-743-9587
Email: Admin@brackenumc.org
Website: www.brackenumc.org
Office Hours:
Mon. Tues. Thurs. 9 - 3 p.m.
Wed. Fri. 8:30 am - 12 p.m.
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July
Newsletter

Come and Worship with Us!
Worship & Fellowship
Opportunities
8:45 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship
9:45 a.m. ~ Gathering Time with
Fellowship & Food
10:15 a.m. ~ Sunday School for
all ages
11:15 a.m. ~ Contemporary Worship

Church Staff
Senior Pastor ~
Reverend Chris Bistline
Church Administrator/Pianist ~ Janie Franz
Children’s Ministry Director ~ Nicole Powell
Youth Director ~
Caleigh Smith
Director Traditional Music ~
Kathy Roden
Director Contemporary Music ~ Kyle Lanford
Special Music Ministries ~
Kathy Roden
Preschool Director ~
Michelle DeLeo
Bookkeeper ~
Carol Dukes
Special Projects ~
Steve Rice

