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BRACKEN BRIEF
Vision: Glorifying God by living the Christian faith and Growing God's Kingdom.
We have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary
power belongs to God and does not come from us. 2 Corinthians 4:7
Dear Friends,
Wow! In the life of the church we recently celebrated Pentecost Sunday, that
day in the Christian year when we remember the giving of the power of the
Holy Spirit to the disciples who faithfully waited to receive the gift that Jesus
had promised. They were filled and changed, transformed into the persons
God created them to be, all to the glory of God!
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I am excited for the many ways that God’s Spirit is at work in the people of
Bracken UMC! I’m excited that over the Summer, our Childrens’ and Youth
Directors are teaming up to team teach a family oriented class for children,
youth and adults on Sunday mornings! In this way, they are reminding each
of us that part of our Christian discipleship, in addition to corporate worship
and serving, is our faith formation. I can’t wait to see how God will be at
work In this newest class offering!
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Come Holy Spirit! Continue to blow your life changing wind on each of us
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AMEN!
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We confirmed four new members of the church on Pentecost Sunday: Aurora
Fox, Emma Mitchell, Stephen Stephens and Jimmy Humphreys. We also
welcomed into membership Jimmy’s mom, Susan Humphreys! Each of our
Confirmands has been on a journey of discovering the basics of our Christian
faith and they were guided by their sponsors, Rachelle Keller and Dee
Stephens. While the youth were busy studying and talking about their faith,
their parents were doing the same thing: exploring the same curriculum and
led by our Youth Director, Caleigh Smith.
When you meet our newest members, please give them a warm, Bracken
welcome. And, when you see their sponsors and Youth Director, remember to
say thank you for being a positive, Christian role model in their lives and
making the commitment to journey with them over these past several months
to help prepare them to make the decision to follow Christ and live out that
commitment as a member of Christ’s holy church.
Just as the disciples were growing and changing in their faith through the
power of the Holy Spirit, our Confirmands and their parents have also been
growing and changing in their faith journeys, too. We all are. When we allow
God’s Spirit to enter into our lives, when we say “yes” to following Jesus,
amazing things happen. God equips us and empowers us to be the bearers of
God’s Word, God’s grace, and God’s love into the world!

Grace and peace,
Pastor Chris

~Mission Statement~
Mission: Living the Christian faith through worship, education and nurture; growing God's Kingdom
through outreach, service and Mission.
~VisionStatement~
Vision: Glorifying God by living the Christian faith and growing God's Kingdom.
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Bracken Children’s Team Mission Statement
Together we will dream, plan, and implement ministry opportunities designed to further the faith and
spiritual growth of our children, their families, and our neighbors. We will foster an environment that
provides continuity, respect and awareness of differences for all who choose to serve our children.

Summer is here! Joy Camp begins on Tuesday, June 12.
We are open to children ages 1 – 12 years of age. Let us
know if you are interested in joining us for fun and friendship. We also have a few openings
for our Fall program. If you or someone you know is interested, call us at 830-624-1429.

Bracken Preschool
Tips for the Home:

Summer offers many unique opportunities to weave literacy into
everyday activities with your child. Beach trips, swimming in a pool or family barbecues
provide ideal opportunities for conversation, book reading and looking at letters—skills that
will help your child become a reader and writer later in life. Try some of these tips for making
your young child’s summer full of literacy fun:










Be a reader yourself. When you read newspapers and books and write letters and
lists, you show your young child how reading and writing are useful. By demonstrating
why
reading and writing are important, you will motivate your child to become a reader and writer.
Set aside a consistent time each day for reading aloud. Choose a read-aloud time
that fits your family’s summer schedule and stick to it every day. Your baby, toddler or
young child will look forward to this special time together.
Connect read-aloud choices to summer activities. Read your child a book about
the beach, such as “Sea, Sand, Me!” before or after a beach trip, or read “The Very Lonely
Firefly” after your child discovers fireflies at a family cookout. When you read and
discuss books about things your child has experienced, you help him learn important vocabulary and extend his understanding of experiences.
Check out summer programs at your local public library. Many feature special story times, sing-alongs and puppet shows during the summer. These programs offer fun
opportunities for your child to expand his literacy-related skills.
Look at letters and words as you enjoy summer activities. As you walk to the park,
point out stop signs and letters in street signs. When you visit the local pool, point out the
list of pool rules. Let your child draw and write with chalk on the sidewalk. By drawing
your child’s attention to print and letters, you teach her about specific letters and words
while pointing out the many uses of print.
Take books along on outings. Pack some board books in your beach bag or picnic
basket, and bring a stack of books on long car rides.

Have a great summer!
Blessings, Michelle DeLeo, Director

UMM: All men of Bracken UMC and their guests are welcome to participate in
the United Methodist Men (UMM). UMM cooks pancakes and sausages for fellowship
on 4th Sundays. Helpers are welcome at 9:15 a.m. Donations collected for pancakes
go into the BUMC Members’ Emergency Fund. Thank you, Bracken!
Blessings, Russell Bistline, President
Thank You for Giving – We know you have a lot of choices in your giving. Thank
you for supporting the mission and ministries of Bracken UMC.
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A big “THANK YOU” goes to everyone who donated food to the “Stamp Out Hunger” food drive
conducted by the National Association of Letter Carriers on May 12. The Randolph Area
Christian Assistance Program (RACAP) was the recipient of all the food collected in Schertz
and Cibolo, and we are so grateful.
A special thank you to Barbara and Wynn Gordy who helped me pick up food at the Cibolo
Post Office and take it to RACAP. I could not have done it without you. Thank you also for all
the Jelly donations. This is an item we always need. We are so blessed to begin the summer
with a full pantry.
The number of families coming to RACAP for assistance continues to be high. Last month
RACAP helped 81 families with a total of 205 people: 163 people were fed from our pantry; we
helped 24 families pay past-due rent; and 23 families pay past due utility bills; and helped 6
people purchase prescribed Rx. Your monetary donations make this all possible, and we thank
you for your generosity.
Please remember RACAP and the volunteers in your prayers this summer when the demands
for our help greatly increase. Many times last summer, clients were lined up out the door. When
the children are out of school for the summer, they do not receive free breakfast or lunch
they’re used to. Many families cannot afford the extra food and turn to RACAP for help feeding
their hungry children.
Have you ever had to choose between paying rent or a utility bill, or buying food to feed your
family? That is the dilemma many of our clients face, so they turn to RACAP for help. God is
always so faithful to supply what we need at just the time we need it and give us patience
under pressure.
If you have some extra time this summer and would like to volunteer at RACAP, please call
Jessie Fisher at 210-658-1613. RACAP is located at 307 Pfeil Street in Schertz, and is open
Monday thru Friday from 1 to 3 pm. To learn more about us, visit our website at
www.racap.org. Thank you for helping RACAP show God’s love to those in need.
Sincerely, Elaine Smith, Your RACAP Representative
RACAP’s mission statement: Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.” John 21:17

Pantry Needs: The pantry is in good shape for nonperishable items thanks to the
postal food drive. We need toiletries: dish soap / laundry detergent / toilet paper / bath
soap / feminine hygiene items / shampoo / toothpaste. Cash donations are sincerely
appreciated to cover client expenses and fresh foods.

WELCOME new
members: Margo
Jeffcoate and
Susan Humphreys
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Adult Spiritual Formation by Suzanne Broussard

COMPASSION and REFLECTION
“This God gives to all creatures: To develop and seek their own nature--” Mechtild of Magdeburg
Dignity: Strength of mind, magnanimity, courage, activity.
Magnanimity: a sense of inner fullness and appreciation of our own dignity (how God can work through
us), ‘Expanding the Shrunken Soul’, Dean Brackley, S.J.
Dignity of the Father and Daughter (a letter to a father from a 14 yr old daughter)
As an insider into the life of a teenager I realize the frustration of both the child and adult. The child is still
making mistakes in a process to learn the facts. The adult is all knowing in every field and has aged with
the years and knows best. The teenager is crammed between childhood and is trying to mount to that
superior knowledge of the adult. We teenagers make mistakes but fewer than the child and our
knowledge has been able to briefly touch the intelligence of our masters. Let us just face it, teenagers
know nothing and should just sit back and observe. If we look further into the relationship of parent and
offspring it is an apprenticeship for the offspring. We are learning every waking moment and attempting to
digest it at night. In an apprenticeship the teacher is always correct and the pupil is there to follow by
examples. Through intensive research into the history of following our teachers we find ourselves at the
feet of Jesus. Jesus was brought here to teach us the way of the Lord. Now as I recollect not everyone
fell to their hands and knees and said “you know the way, Lord, lead us to salvation.” As I can remember
not many fell right away, it took some convincing and ridding the people of their stubbornness and
accepting who and what he was sent to represent. I am here to say adults need respect. No, don’t
respect them because they’re always right, but respect them for being brave enough to put up with the
lesser aged and their un-forsaken stubbornness. The child or pupil never means to hurt the feelings of the
master. This act would be the last thing they would want to do. There should be awards given out to those
more advanced in years to show appreciation of all, in the ability of them, to still love the teenager and be
willing to call them their own.--- Sheena Pate is now grown and a storyteller at https://
crownofthecontinent.natgeotourism.com.
Prayer and Reflection Questions:
1. What is your relationship with God most like: a master? a parent? an apprenticeship? a child?
Lord?
2. When do you experience a sense of inner fullness?
3. What is God inviting you to reflect on before you act?
Scriptures to pray with: (Lectio Divina- read, meditate, speak to God, receive God)
So, God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created
them. Genesis 1:27
Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she smiles at the future. She opens her mouth in wisdom, and
the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. Proverbs 31:25-26
You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are
pleasures forevermore. Psalm 16:8-11
One-with-One spiritual direction is an intentional relationship of spiritual companionship between a
director and a directee in which the total focus is on the presence, activity, and invitation of God in the life
of the directee.
************************************************************************************************************************

Suzanne Broussard is a full-time spiritual director and member of Spiritual
Directors International since 2004. For further information about the ministry or
the spiritual director, or to make an appointment, please call (830) 832-3714 or
email gardenershouse@yahoo.com.
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Prayer Shawl Ministry:
Vision Statement - Psalm 90:17
“May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon
us; establish the work of our hands for us.
Yes, establish the work of our hands.”

Mission Statement - Philippians 2:2
“…agreeing wholeheartedly with each,
loving one another, and working together
with one heart with purpose.”

The Prayer Shawl ministry meets every
4th Tuesday in the Fellowship Hall from 11
-3. Please join us and we can teach you
to knit or crochet; supplies provided.
Cornerstone commitments for
our new Multipurpose Building.
Status: as of April 30th, we have
received $260,998 from 56
families.
God Is Good!
It’s not to late to make your
Commitment to Bracken!

Congratulations to Our Confirmands!
Aurora Rose Fox, James Paul Humphreys, Emma Rebecca Mitchell
and Stephen Eric Stephens

UMW: The Mother’s Day Luncheon was lovely - we enjoyed dinner music by Hal Glitzer on the
keyboard. Thank you Jean Waggle for hosting in your beautiful home!
The next UMW meeting will be Monday, June 4, at 6:30pm. Sue Blair will present a program on Hospice
that should be of interest to many.
Mark your calendars for Wednesday, July 11. UMW will host an outing to True Vineyards in San Marcos.
More information to come.
A huge THANK YOU to everyone who helped to make our Spring Rummage Sale a great success! Many
UMW members, aided by other members of the congregation, helped us raise over $3,000. UMW could
not do it without the help of the congregation! This money will be used for local, national and international
mission, and worthy Bracken projects.
Blessings, Luanne Schuetze, President
www.umwriotexas.org/
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BUMC Brokerage Account (per 501(c)3 IRS rules) available — The Church has set up
a tax-free account to receive stock donations. Giving in this manner eliminates taxes that
would have been paid had the stock been sold - creating a larger gift to the church and
giving the donor a tax deduction for the full amount of the gift. The account has been set
up with Roy Sachs at Raymond James, who has very kindly agreed to handle all transfers
to and from the account for no charge – no management or transaction fee - so the church
has no handling expenses. Donating this way gives the church the money the IRS would
get if the stocks were cashed, then donated, and the donor gets a tax deduction for the full
value. A real win–win. You can specify where you’d like the funds to be used, such as
Capital Campaign, Maintenance or General Fund. There have been two significant gifts
made through this account to date. Please contact Steve Rice for more info if you think
you’d like to gift in this manner.

High School Mission Trip, June 10
-15, Dallas, TX
Junior High Mission Trip, June 24
-28, Gonzales, TX
YOUTH SUMMER CAMP: July 813, Twin Oaks Ranch, Buda, TX

Buda trip available to upcoming 6th > Graduating 12th Graders for $225.
Scholarships and payment plans available – contact Caleigh by 6/23.

SENIOR MINISTRY: Join us the 2nd Tuesday of each
month for dessert, devotional, games, and lunch.
Our Senior Ministry is a wonderful time to fellowship
and have some fun.
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ADULT CONTINUING EDUCATION:
FOREST DWELLING – SPIRITUALITY FOR OUR WISDOM YEARS
We lack a developed spirituality for the second-half of life. Our churches and theological circles have too little to offer in terms of spiritual guidance for us as we move
beyond our youthful years, especially as this pertains to aging and moving towards
death. Setting itself within the archetypal image of Forest-Dwelling wherein spiritual
seekers withdraw into the deep forest to live there and be instructed by the Elders,
this program will draw on scripture, the mystics, select spiritual writers, and the best
in secular literature to offer some spiritual and psychological counsel for our wisdom
years. – Ron Rolheiser, OMI
Forest Dwelling: Spirituality for our Wisdom Years, is designed for more mature seekers who desire to mindfully embrace the challenges and opportunities of aging and diminishment by accessing the deep wisdom embedded in the world’s great
mystical and contemplative traditions. The goal of the Forest Dwelling program is to
prepare participants to live wisely and well during their remaining years so that in the
words of Henri Nouwen, “they might be able to give both their life and death away” for
the sake of the world. This two-year program of education and formation will include
two week-long gatherings on the campus of Oblate School of Theology each year,
directed online study, monthly participation in a small process group, regular spiritual
direction and regular contemplative practice consistent with the participant’s primary
spiritual tradition. A certificate will be awarded upon completion of the program.
Curriculum
The curriculum includes, but is not limited to, the following courses:










An Anthropology and Spirituality of Aging
Contemplative Prayer – Its Nature, Its Function, and Its Practice
The Spiritual and Psychological Tasks of Mid-Life
An Anthropology and Spirituality of Dying
Spiritual Direction for our Wisdom Years
The Dark Night of the Spirit
Living Our Wisdom Years in a Secular Age
Mysticism and Social Justice
Spirituality and the More-than-Human World

https://ost.edu/forestdwelling/
More information at above website. If questions, please contact Suzanne Broussard
at (830) 832-3714 or email gardenershouse@yahoo.com.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES:
It’s Summer time! May 30th was our last WOW meeting for the school
year. But, the fun doesn’t stop there.
We have some fun summer events planned for children and families alike.
VBS is full up! Great news!

Adults: we need you for VBS!

Will you volunteer to help with crafts, snacks, crews, Bible story video,
music, or games? It’s a week worth of fun; 9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., July 1620. Be a part of Team Bracken!
Upcoming Events:
June

July
14

Saturday Service
Family Day - more
details to come
VBS Decorating—
all volunteers &
children invited to
come help

16-20 VBS
22

VBS Closing
Celebration

August
4
Team Bracken
Picnic & Back to
School Party

19

Blessing of the
Backpacks and
Back to School
Supply Drive

Shalom,
Nicole Powell,
Children’s Ministries
Director (210) 857-5991
children@brackenumc.org

STARR Party - April 25th

FOCUS ON BRACKEN YOUTH:
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Hello and welcome to all Bracken and surrounding area youth (grades 6-12) and
families!
Youth are continuing to meet throughout the summer on Wednesdays, 5-7:30 p.m., at
various congregation members’ pools. Each week we will have dinner together and
engage Scripture through our summer series, Water & The Word. Addresses will be
included in the Weekly Youth Update emails and “Remind” group texts.
As Bracken UMC youth and children's ministries seek to partner with parents for the
faith formation of whole families, we are beyond excited to announce the inauguration
of a family Sunday school class! In place of separate youth and children's Sunday
school classes, parents, youth, and children will all participate together in a class
taught by our Children's Ministries Director, Nicole Powell, and our Youth Ministries
Director, Caleigh Smith. Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions!
We had a blast during the Austin Bouldering Trip on Sunday, April 22!

Family Faith Formation
Parents, Youth & Children
meet together.
Sundays 10:15–11:15 a.m.
Starting June 3rd - Wahl House

See the “Weekly Youth Update” email for summer camp registration information. The
final registration deadline is Sunday, June 17.

Upcoming Events:
Graduation Sunday: June 3
Our summer series, Water & the Word, begins on Wednesday, June 13 (no meeting on Wednesday,
June 6 or 27).
High School Mission Trip to Dallas: June 10-15
Final Camp Registration Deadline: June 17
Junior High Mission Trip to Gonzales: June 24-28
More details about the Bracken UMC youth ministry can be found in the “Weekly Youth Update”
email. Please contact me at caleigh.bumc@gmail.com if you would like to be added to this email
list.
Feel free to pick up a printed calendar from the youth bulletin board outside my office. Events can
also be found on the church website calendar.

God bless, Caleigh Smith, BUMC Youth Director caleigh.bumc@gmail.com
MISSION: The youth ministry of Bracken UMC exists to grow the faith of youth in
our community so that they may serve and lead as disciples.
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June
Birthdays
Bindseil, Sandra

1

Keller, Christian

1

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES:

Stains, Jim

3

Fleming, Kristina

4

Seale, Gracejane

4

Ellis, Noah Robert

8

Brumfield, Ken

9

Baumann, Cameron

10

Pullin, Cynthia

15

Miller, Jean and Ernie
Schmitz, Tami and Scott
Keller, Rachelle and Steve
Kurz, Jessica and Justin
Loser, Valita and Greg
Swint, Sandra and Billl
Rathburn, Nancy and Greg
Dorsey, Nancy and Allen
Stehle, Susan and Stanley

Mueller, Larry

17

Schmitz, Tyler

18

Schmitz, Scott

22

Thorpe, Cheryl

23

Covington, Johnny
Pardue, Shirley

Finances as of April 30, 2018
Month

Year-to-Date

Offerings

$31,303

$104,848

27

Expenses

$27,178

$120,527

27

Ahead (Behind) $4,125

Krawczynski, Campbell
Alisa
29

($15,679)

Weekly Church Emails

Church emails go out several times
a week to advise on the latest
Bracken Church news. If you’d like
to be added, please call the church
office or send via email. Also, if
you’d like to receive the monthly
newsletter via mail or be taken off
the mailer list, please contact the
church office at (830) 606-6717 or
Admin@brackenumc.org

1
1
5
10
17
21
25
28
28

Cornerstone as of 4/30/18
Capital Campaign II Contrib.
Amount Pledged
Amount Collected
Vivian Trust Mny Mkt
CASH AVAILABLE
Loan/Amount Avail.
TOTAL AVAILABLE

$486,625
$260,998
$163,599
$424,597
$377,118
$801,715

April 2018 Presence
Total Membership

273

Average Worship by service:
8:45 Traditional Service 87
11:15 Contemporary
42
Sunday School total
Average # Visitors
Average Sunday Worship

General offerings are consistently falling short of operating expenses.
Please review your current level of contributions and prayerfully consider
sharing any abundances with God through the church. Thank you!

Have you moved? Has your phone # or email address changed?
Do you wish to receive church emails? If so, please email or call the
church office. You can inform us of new contact info when signing
weekly church attendance sheets. Please indicate the new
info with asterisk or stars, this will help when entering data.

35
2
129

JUNE 2018 Monthly Calendar

JUNE 2018
Sunday

8:45 a.m.

Traditional
Worship

9:45 a.m.

Gathering
Breakfast
10:15 a.m.
SS for all ages
10:15-10:30 a.m.
Tiny Tots Choir
11:15 a.m.
Contemporary
Service

Monday
9-2 Preschool CEC
10-11:30 am
Staff Meeting –FH

Tuesday
9-2 Preschool
CEC

1-3 pm Office
Hrs - FH [Mondays]

9-2 Preschool
CEC
5:00-7:30 pm
1:30-3 pm
UMYF (Youth)-WH Handbells - FH
5-6 pm
5-9:30 pm
CEC

6-6:50 pm Men’s
Gospel Group - S
7-8:30 pm
Joyful Noise - S
7:30-8:30 pm
Youth Music
Practice - FH

7:30-8:30 pm
Scout Troop 828 FH

1

Thursday

9-2 Preschool

Children’s Choir –
FH

6:30-8:30 pm
Divorce Care Ed Bldg Rm # 5

1

Wednesday

Friday
9-2 Preschool
CEC

9-9:45 am
Contemplative Prayer
Eagle Scout Review Service - S
Board - Ed 3 & 4

6:30-8:30 pm
Contemp Music
Practice - S
7-830 pm
Venturing Crew
804 (Scouts) - FH

3

2

4

5

915-11am
Bracken
Mama’s - FH

630-730 pm
Trustees - FH

6

630-8 pm
UMW Mtg - FH
10 2nd Sunday 11
Gathering B’fast NL Deadline
12:30-1:50
Finance
2-3:30 pm
Church Council

KEY:
CEC =

Children’s
Ed. Center
Ed = Ed. Bldg
FH = Fellowship Hall
P = Parsonage
PS = Preschool

S = Sanctuary

Y = Youth
Bldg (Wahl
House [WH])

2

7

8

9

130-3 pm

6-7 pm

Handbells EdRm 4

Children &
Preschool
Committee

8-11 am
MGH
All over
Grounds

6:30-7:30 pm 6-7:30 pm
WOW - FH/WH
Trustees - FH

8

Saturday

1
.

5-7:30 pm
Youth - WH

3 1st Sunday
Gathering
Breakfast
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All Say
Scouting
Retreat —
FH

ANNUAL CONFERENCE Corpus Christi

12
9-12 pm PS
Stomp & Play
- Ed Rm 4
11 am-2 pm
Senior Minis.FH

13

14

6-8 pm Water
in the Word
Youth

3-4 pm
Care Team FH

15

16

22

23

HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP Dallas

17 3rd Sunday 18
Tacos -

19

20

21

Fellowship Class 9-11 am

10am-430pm
Hierholzer
Reunion—FH

Bracken
Mama’s - FH

Kathy Vacation thru July 5th

24 4th Sunday 25
UMM Pancakes

26

Jr HS Msn
Trip Gonzales

10 am-3 pm
Shawl Minis.FH

12 noon

10am-4pm
Hierholzer
Reunion—FH

27
8:30-10:30 am

Food Bank
Distribution–
Pickrell Park

11 NL Fold - FH

28

29

30

6:15-7:30 pm
Cub Scouts FH

JR HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP Gonzales
Weekly opportunities are highlighted at the top of the calendar. Additional opportunities listed on the calendar.

JUNE 2018

Bracken United Methodist Church
Rev. Chris Bistline
20377 FM 2252
San Antonio, TX 78266-2615
Office: 830-606-6717
Preschool: 830-624-1429
Pastor’s Cell: 512-743-9587
Email: Admin@brackenumc.org
Website: www.brackenumc.org
Office Hours:
Mon. Tues. Thurs. 9 - 3 p.m.
Wed. Fri. 8:30 am - 12 p.m.
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June
Newsletter

Come and Worship with Us!
Worship & Fellowship
Opportunities
8:45 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship
9:45 a.m. ~ Gathering Time with
Fellowship & Food
10:15 a.m. ~ Sunday School for
all ages
11:15 a.m. ~ Contemporary Worship

Church Staff
Senior Pastor ~
Reverend Chris Bistline
Church Administrator ~
Janie Franz
Children’s Ministry Director ~ Nicole Powell
Youth Director ~
Caleigh Smith
Director Traditional Music ~
Kathy Roden
Director Contemporary Music ~ Kyle Lanford
Special Music Ministries ~
Kathy Roden
Preschool Director ~
Michelle DeLeo
Bookkeeper ~
Carol Dukes
Special Projects ~
Steve Rice

