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BRACKEN BRIEF
Vision: Glorifying God by living the Christian faith and Growing God's Kingdom.

O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far
away. You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my
ways. Psalm 139:1-3
Dear Friends,
The story is told of a lobster who didn’t like the stress he had to undergo in order to
grow and change. Based on an illustration by Rabbi and Psychiatrist, Dr. Abraham
Twerski, a modern-day parable was written by Rev. Karen Wittwer to help us
understand that with growth and change is the very real potential of great joy!
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At first, the lobster was very content with wearing the same old shell. But as time
passed, he found that his once light and comfortable shell was becoming quite heavy
and tight. After a while, in fact, the shell became so cumbersome that the lobster
couldn’t feel anything at all outside himself. As a result, he was constantly bumping into
others. Finally, it got to the point where he could hardly breathe. So with great effort,
he went back to see the Creator.
“With all due respect,” the lobster sighed, “contrary to what you promised, my shell
has not remained the same. It keeps shrinking!” “Not at all,” smiled the Creator.
“Your shell may have gotten a little thicker with age, but it has remained the same size.
What’s happened is that you have changed inside, beneath your shell.” The Creator
continued: “You see, everything changes... continuously. No one remains the same.
That’s the way I’ve designed things. And the wisest choice is to shed your old shell as
you grow.” “I see,” said the lobster, “but you must admit it is occasionally
inconvenient and a bit uncomfortable.”
“Yes,” said the Creator, “but remember, all growth carries with it both the possibility
of discomfort... and the potential for great joy as you discover new parts of yourself.
After all, you can’t have one without the other.” “That’s very sensible,” said the
lobster.
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Long ago, when the world was very new... there was a certain lobster who determined
that the Creator had made a mistake. So he set up an appointment to discuss the matter.
“With all due respect,” said the lobster, “I wish to complain about the way you
designed my shell. You see, I just get used to one outer casing, when I’ve got to shed it
for another; very inconvenient and rather a waste of time.” To which the Creator
replied, “I see. But do you realize that it is the giving up of one shell that allows you to
grow into another?”
But I like myself just the way I am,” the lobster said. “Your mind’s made up?” the
Creator said. “Indeed!” the lobster stated firmly. “Very well,” smiled the Creator.
“From now on, your shell will not change... and you may go about your business just as
you are right now.” “That’s very kind of you,” said the lobster, and left.
“

encouraged the lobster. “When you let go of your shell and choose to grow,” said the
Creator, “you build new strength within yourself and in that strength you’ll find new
capacity to love yourself... to love those around you... and to love life itself. That is my
plan for each of you.”
In times of growth and change there is the possibility of discomfort but also the
potential for great joy! May it be that we live into the full potential of all that God
desires of us.
Grace and peace,

Chris
Pastor Chris

~Mission Statement~
Mission: Living the Christian faith through worship, education and nurture; growing God's Kingdom
through outreach, service and Mission.
~VisionStatement~
Vision: Glorifying God by living the Christian faith and growing God's Kingdom.
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Bracken Children’s Team Mission Statement
Together we will dream, plan, and implement ministry opportunities designed to further the faith and
spiritual growth of our children, their families, and our neighbors. We will foster an environment that
provides continuity, respect and awareness of differences for all who choose to serve our children.

Bracken Preschool

Registration for both Joy Camp and for the Preschool’s 20182019 school year is ongoing. Registration continues until all
the classrooms are filled. If you would like additional information about the preschool and
registration, you can check us out online at www.brackenumc.org or stop by for a tour Monday –
Friday during school hours.
May is always a bittersweet month. We have many fun and educational experiences planned
for the children but it is also a time to say goodbye to great friendships. It has been another
fantastic year here at BUMP. I feel blessed to be part of such a wonderful place.

Tips for the Home:
Warm weather is upon us and water is a great way to beat the Texas heat. The TX Department
of Family and Protective Services and Child Care Licensing want to remind you to: Watch Kids
Around Water. Drowning is a leading cause of accidental death among infants, toddlers
and young children.
You play an important role in preventing future tragedies. The deadliest period for drowning
(Memorial Day through Labor Day) is about to begin. Review your safety plan to prevent access
to bodies of water, especially onsite swimming pools. Safety plans can address door locks, door
alarms, pool fences, self-closing and self-latching hardware, and emergency procedures.
Be a "lifeguard" and help protect children from drowning indoors and outdoors. Drowning can
happen in almost any amount of water and it only takes a few minutes for a child to drown.
Children under a year old most often drown inside the house (bathtubs, buckets or toilets).
Children from 1 to 4 years old most often drown outdoors, especially in swimming pools.
Visit our new campaign website: Watch Kids Around Water. It features basic water safety tips
and safety tips specific to 24-hour residential care, drowning statistics and a “Lifeguard 101”
teaching tool to get people talking about and sharing water safety information.
For more information about water safety for children, please visit:
Texas Child Care Quarterly: http://www.childcarequarterly.com/spring14_licensing.html
Watch Kids Around Water: www.dfps.state.tx.us/Watch_Kids_Around_Water/.
Water Safety Guide from Safe Kids USA: www.safekids.org/safety-basics/safety-guide/watersafety-guide/.
Pool Safety from the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission: www.poolsafely.gov/.

Blessings, Michele DeLeo, Preschool Director

UMM: All men of Bracken UMC and their guests are welcome to participate in
the United Methodist Men (UMM). UMM cooks pancakes and sausages for fellowship
on 4th Sundays. Helpers are welcome at 9:15 a.m. Donations collected for pancakes
go into the BUMC Members’ Emergency Fund. Thank you, Bracken!
Blessings, Russell Bistline, President
Thank You for Giving – We know you have a lot of choices in your giving. Thank
you for supporting the mission and ministries of Bracken UMC.
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Saturday, May 12, is a big day
for RACAP. On that day, letter
carriers across the country will
participate in the Stamp Out
Hunger Food Drive, and all food
collected in Schertz and Cibolo
will be donated to RACAP’s food
pantry. This is the 26th annual
Stamp Out Hunger effort and is the nation’s largest single-day food drive.

a
n
d In the past 25 years, letter carriers across the country have collected more than one
billion pounds of food. The truckloads of food collected in Schertz and Cibolo last year

Y helped to restock RACAP’s food pantry during the busy summer months. Hundreds of
o local families rely on RACAP throughout the summer to help feed their hungry children.
u To help Stamp Out Hunger, simply leave a sturdy bag containing nonperishable foods,
such as canned vegetables, canned soups, rice, pasta, or cereal, next to your mailbox
prior to the time of regular mail delivery on May 12. You will probably receive a notice
from your letter carrier. Please support this project, knowing that your contributions will
help feed others in greater need.
*Please note that only food collected in Schertz and Cibolo goes to RACAP.
Food collected in other local communities goes to the San Antonio Food
Bank. If you live outside these two zip codes and would like your food to
come to RACAP, just bring it to the church and we will take it to RACAP.
Your donations are greatly appreciated.
RACAP continues to see large numbers of families seeking assistance. Last month we
fed 129 people from our pantry, helped 33 families pay their utilities, helped 13 families
pay past due rent, and helped 4 people purchase their prescribed medications. This
was all made possible through your generous donations.
RACAP receives no government funding and relies on donations from member
churches to provide for our clients. RACAP is located at 307 Pfeil Street in Schertz and
is open Monday thru Friday from 1-3 p.m. To learn more about RACAP, visit our
website at www.racap.org.
Thank you for helping RACAP show God’s love to those in need.

Sincerely,
Elaine Smith, Your RACAP Representative
Pantry Needs: Canned meats, tomato products, shampoo & conditioner, cake
and muffin mixes, cereal, jelly, fruit juices, peanut butter, boxed meat helpers, dry
pasta, canned fruits, toothpaste, dish soap/laundry detergent/toilet paper. Cash
donations are sincerely appreciated to cover client expenses and fresh foods.
Mission Statement: “Agreeing wholeheartedly with each other, loving one
another and working together with one heart with purpose.” Philippians 2:2
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Adult Spiritual Formation by Suzanne Broussard

COMPASSION and REFLECTION
“In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 1 Peter 1:3
Compassion
This Easter season my grandson Anthony and I made compassion beads to give to his
classmates. Compassion Beads were inspired by Dr. James Doty and consist of ten beads,
starting with Compassion and ending with Love: The order of the beads are: Compassion,
Dignity, Equanimity, Forgiveness, Gratitude, Humility, Integrity, Justice, Kindness and Love, and
a bead/cross at the end of the string which symbolizes the Golden Rule: “Treat Others as you
wish to be treated yourself.” Anthony and I begin our morning prayer with our compassion
beads to help us develop what we seek. Anthony chose for his Golden Rule to be: “Love One
Another” my Golden Rule is: “Remain in my love.”
At the age of 5, I experienced through my dance teacher, Ms. Judy, an act of compassion that
marked my heart and soul. Ms. Judy engaged me with strength and kindness. The experience
touched me so deeply I determined that I would become a dance teacher. Thirty years later I
had an epiphany, it was never the desire to teach dance, it was the desire to be compassion. To
‘be compassion’ called me to begin building a level of imagination and faith. I invested in being
around people, monks, nuns, and literature of an alternate life style of mysticism, contemplation,
and prayer in solitude. God gives to all the desire to develop and seek their own nature; a gift
and an act of compassion.
Reflect and Pray:
In Jesus’ opening Sermon on the Mount, the fifth Beatitude states: “Blessed are the merciful, for
they will be shown mercy” (Matthew 5:7); showing compassion indicates emotion. How have
you shown compassion to one in need?
The Old Testament mentions compassion as a “gift.” Giving compassion indicates a choice of
action. What act of compassion is God calling you to give?
Scriptures for your time of prayer in solitude:
“Is Ephraim my dear son? Is he a darling child? For whenever I speak of him, I earnestly
remember him still; therefore my inward parts are troubled for him; I will surely have mercy upon
him, says the Lord.” (Jeremiah 31:20)
“He cried out, ‘Jesus, you son of David, have mercy on me!’ (Luke 18:38)

“And I will show mercy to you.” (Jeremiah 42:12)
“I have compassion on the multitude, because they have stayed with me now three days,
and have nothing to eat.” (Mark 8:2)
************************************************************************************************************************

Suzanne Broussard is a full-time spiritual director and member of Spiritual
Directors International since 2004. For further information about the ministry or
the spiritual director, or to make an appointment, please call (830) 832-3714 or
email gardenershouse@yahoo.com.
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Prayer Shawl Ministry:
Vision Statement - Psalm 90:17
“May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon
us; establish the work of our hands for us..
Yes, establish the work of our hands.”

Mission Statement - Philippians 2:2
“…agreeing wholeheartedly with each,
loving one another, and working together
with one heart with purpose.”

Jesus welcomed another one of our
Prayer Shawl members into His loving
arms, Carol Kemp. Carol was gifted in
creating beautiful basket weave shawls,
bringing comfort to her church family and
strangers in the community. Carol was
faithful in meeting attendance and always had a sweet smile and encouraging word for everyone.
Carol will be dearly missed and may God bring comfort to her family.
The Prayer Shawl ministry meets every 4th Tuesday in the Fellowship Hall from 11-3. Please join
us and we can teach you to knit or crochet; supplies provided.
Pat Helmken,
Chair

Cornerstone commitments for
our new Multipurpose Building.
Status: as of March 31, we have
received $245,489 from 56
families.
God Is Good!
It’s not to late to make your
Commitment to Bracken!
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BUMC Brokerage Account (per 501(c)3 IRS rules) available — The Church has set up
a tax-free account to receive stock donations. Giving in this manner eliminates taxes that
would have been paid had the stock been sold - creating a larger gift to the church and
giving the donor a tax deduction for the full amount of the gift. The account has been set
up with Roy Sachs at Raymond James, who has very kindly agreed to handle all transfers
to and from the account for no charge – no management or transaction fee - so the church
has no handling expenses. Donating this way gives the church the money the IRS would
get if the stocks were cashed, then donated, and the donor gets a tax deduction for the full
value. A real win–win. You can specify where you’d like the funds to be used, such as
Capital Campaign, Maintenance or General Fund. There have been two significant gifts
made through this account to date. Please contact Steve Rice for more info if you think
you’d like to gift in this manner.

High School Mission Trip
June 10-15 Dallas, TX

Junior High Mission Trip
June 24-28 Gonzales, TX

SENIOR MINISTRY: Join us the 2nd Tuesday of each month for dessert,
devotional, games, and lunch. Our Senior Ministry is a wonderful time to \
fellowship and have some fun.
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MOTHER’S DAY BACKGROUND: In 1908, Anna Jarvis was instrumental in
arranging a Mother’s Day Service in the Andrew's Methodist Episcopal Church in
Grafton, West Virginia, which was attended by 407 children and their mothers.
The church has now become the International Mother's Day Shrine. It is a tribute
to all mothers and has been designated as a National Historic Landmark.
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/us/mothers-day
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES:
Happy May Team Bracken! We have several fun events scheduled for May, before
school let’s out. Please join us!
May 10th - 6:00-7:30 p.m. - Parenting Seminars at Bracken:
Preventing the Summer Slide/Learning Styles of Children.
Free dinner and childcare. Register on our website or via e-vite on email/Facebook.
May 12th: Annual Bracken Day of Service - 7:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. - Meet at Bracken for
breakfast together and then disperse to your group’s mission and service project.
Projects will range from RACAP assistance, cookie baking and decorating for our Fire
and Police Departments, homeless food bag assembly, pet supply drive, kid hygiene
item drives, tidying up our Preschool flowerbeds, and more.
Visit our webpage and check out the weekly
Bracken emails for more info.
May 16th - Last Children’s Choir for the school
year
May 30th - Last WOW for the school year
*Note: graduating 5th graders are invited to join
the youth in their summer outings and summer
camp!
VBS registration is filling up; don’t forget to also
make plans to volunteer (please).
VBS is July 16-20th, 9:00 a.m. -12:15 p.m.
As always, we love to see children actively
participating in worship, service, Sunday school,
and more.
For more information on children and family
events, please contact Nicole.
Shalom,
Nicole Powell,
Children’s Ministries Director
(210) 857-5991
children@brackenumc.org
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FOCUS ON BRACKEN YOUTH:
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Hello and welcome to all Bracken and surrounding area youth (grades 6-12) and families!
Youth meet for United Methodist Youth Fellowship (UMYF) on Wednesdays, 5-7:30 p.m., on
Bracken UMC’s campus. These meetings include free time, games, dinner, large group Bible
study, and small group discussion, application, and prayer.
Youth also meet 10:15-11:15 a.m. on Sunday mornings. We are currently studying The
Absolute Basics of the Christian Faith, written by Phil Tallon and published by Seedbed.
See the “Weekly Youth Update” email for summer camp registration information! This weekly
email also contains notes from UMYF and Sunday school, students’ prayer requests, other
event details and permission forms, and a full 2018 youth ministry calendar.*
Thank you to the Youth Worship Team for leading a beautiful worship service during Easter
Eve Embers! Approximately 130 people of all ages gathered for an egg hunt, family games,
dinner, and this service’s photos (found on the bottom of page 5)
Students from the 2018 confirmation class will be confirmed during the 11:15 a.m. service
on Sunday, May 20! I invite you to attend this service to support the young people who are
growing in Christian faith! Thank you to Rachelle Keller and Dee Stephens who taught the
student class while I taught an accompanying class for the parents of students in
confirmation; we all studied The Absolute Basics of the Christian Faith. This format has
helped us meet our goal of increased parent/whole family involvement, particularly on
Sunday mornings, and has allowed parents to have more faith conversations with their
children on a weekly basis.

Upcoming Events:
Confirmation on Sunday, May 20 during the 11:15 a.m. service
Wednesday, May 30, will be the last UMYF before our summer series, “Water and the
Word,” begins on Wednesday,
June 13!
*More details about the Bracken
UMC youth ministry can be
found in the “Weekly Youth
Update” email. Please contact
me at
caleigh.bumc@gmail.com if
you would like to be added to
this email list.
Feel free to pick up a printed
calendar from the youth
bulletin board outside my
office. Events can also be
found on the church website
calendar.

Thank you for all the ways you invest in youth and join the work the Lord is doing in this
community!
God bless, Caleigh Smith, BUMC Youth Director
caleigh.bumc@gmail.com
MISSION: The youth ministry of Bracken UMC exists to grow the faith of youth in
our community so that they may serve and lead as disciples.
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MAY
Birthdays
Bird, Becky

3

Abee, Lucy

5

Roden, Jennafer

8

Henk, Leonard

9

Mueller, Lisa

9

Peterson, Lowell

9

Clay, John

10

Pullin, Kirk

10

Schulmeier, Irvin

10

Rice, Jenny

11

Webb, William

13

Gossett, Clara

14

Dalton, Jennifer

16

Hierholzer, Randy

16

Mueller-Mikolajczyk, Stacy 16

Swint, Megan

16

Fleming, Cindy

17

Hackard, Sandra

18

Harris, Jackson

20

Mueller, Grady

21

Dirr, Margaret

24

Martin, Julie

25

Rathburn, Owen

27

Mueller, Susan

29

Friesenhahn, Angela

31

MAY ANNIVERSARIES:
Rose, Kim and Brandon
Smith, Caleigh and Trevor
Abee, Lucy and Mark
Bagwell, Lisa and Scott
Bindseil, Becki and Bo
Finances as of March 31, 2018
Month

Year-to-Date

Offerings

$41,573

$73,545

Expenses

$28,321

$95,455

Ahead (Behind) $13,252

($21,910)

Weekly Church Emails

Church emails go out several times
a week to advise on the latest
Bracken Church news. If you’d like
to be added, please call the church
office or send via email. Also, if
you’d like to receive the monthly
newsletter via mail or be taken off
the mailer list, please contact the
church office at (830) 606-6717 or
Admin@brackenumc.org

2
23
27
28
29

Cornerstone as of 3/31/18
Capital Campaign II Contrib.
Amount Pledged
Amount Collected
Vivian Trust Mny Mkt
CASH AVAILABLE
Loan/Amount Avail.
TOTAL AVAILABLE

$485,000
$245,576
$163,523
$409,099
$377,118
$786,217

March 2018 Presence
Total Membership

273

Average Worship by service:
8:45 Traditional Service 78
11:15 Contemporary
38
Sunday School total
Average # Visitors
Average Sunday Worship

General offerings are consistently falling short of operating expenses.
Please review your current level of contributions and prayerfully consider
sharing any abundances with God through the church. Thank you!

Have you moved? Has your phone # or email address changed?
Do you wish to receive church emails? If so, please email or call the
church office. You can inform us of new contact info when signing
weekly church attendance sheets. Please indicate the new
info with asterisk or stars, this will help when entering data.

40
2
118

MAY 2018 Monthly Calendar

MAY 2018
Sunday

8:45 a.m.

Traditional
Worship

9:45 a.m.

Gathering
Breakfast
10:15 a.m.
SS for all ages
10:15-10:30 a.m.
Tiny Tots Choir
11:15 a.m.
Contemporary
Service

Monday
9-2 Preschool CEC
10-11:30 am
Staff Meeting –FH

Tuesday
9-2 Preschool
CEC

1-3 pm Office
Hrs - FH [Mondays]

9-2 Preschool
CEC
5:00-7:30 pm
1:30-3 pm
UMYF (Youth)-WH Handbells - FH
5-6 pm
5-9:30 pm
CEC

6-6:50 pm Men’s
Gospel Group - S
7-8:30 pm
Joyful Noise - S
7:30-8:30 pm
Youth Music
Practice - FH

7:30-8:30 pm
Scout Troop 828 FH

1

Thursday

9-2 Preschool

Children’s Choir –
FH

6:30-8:30 pm
Divorce Care Ed Bldg Rm # 5

1

Wednesday

Friday
9-2 Preschool
CEC

9-9:45 am
Contemplative Prayer
Eagle Scout Review Service - S
Board - Ed 3 & 4

6:30-8:30 pm
Contemp Music
Practice - S
7-9 pm Venturing
Crew 804
(Scouts) - FH

3

2
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5-7:30 pm
Youth - WH

KEY:
CEC =

Children’s
Ed. Center
Ed = Ed. Bldg
FH = Fellowship Hall
P = Parsonage
PS = Preschool

S = Sanctuary

Y = Youth
Bldg (Wahl
House [WH])

4
5:30-8 pm
Preschool
Children’s
Festival

6:30-7:30 pm 6-7:30 pm
WOW - FH/WH
Trustees - FH

Saturday

5
8-11 am
Maintaining
God’s
House (All

over Grounds)

Nicole on Vacation

6 1st Sunday
Gathering
Breakfast

7
8

9-11am
Bracken
Mama’s - FH

Nicole on Vacation

13 2nd Sunday 14
Gathering B’fast NL Deadline

8

9

10

9am-12 pm
PS Stomp &
Play - Ed #4

5-7:30 pm
Youth - WH

3-4 pm Care

15

Fellowship Class 9-11 am

12:30-1:50
Finance
2-3:30 pm
Church Council

Bracken
Mama’s - FH

27 4th Sunday 28
UMM Pancakes

Annual Day
of Service

Team - Ed # 5

1:30-3:30 pm
Susan Bell
Piano Recital
- FH/S

16

17

5-7:30 pm
Youth - WH

9:30-11:30 am

19
8 am-1 pm
9:30-11:30 am UMW
Preschool
Rummage
Sale-FH, Ed
Fiesta
Parade

24
9:30-11 am
PS Graduation FH/S

25
9:30-11 am
Kinder
Graduation
- FH/S

Preschool
Fiesta
6-7:30 pm
WOW - FH/WH Parade

Tacos -

22

23

10 am-3 pm

8:30-10:30 am

Shawl
Ministry - FH
6-8:30 pm
PS Graduation
- FH/S

12
9am-12:30pm

11 am-2 pm
6-7:30 pm
Sr Ministry - FH WOW - FH/WH
6-7 pm Children
& PS Cmtee

**Mother’s
Day**

20 3rd Sunday 21

11

FoodBank–Pickrell Pk

11 NL Fold - FH
5-7:30 pm Youth

18

26

6-7:30 pm WOW

Festival of Homiletics - Pastor Chris

29

30
5-7:30 pm
Youth - WH

*Last Day of Year

6-7:30 pm
WOW - FH/WH

31

6:15-7:30 pm
Cub Scouts FH

*Last Day of Year

Weekly opportunities are highlighted at the top of the calendar. Additional opportunities listed on the calendar.
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Bracken United Methodist Church
Rev. Chris Bistline
20377 FM 2252
San Antonio, TX 78266-2615
Office: 830-606-6717
Preschool: 830-624-1429
Pastor’s Cell: 512-743-9587
Email: Admin@brackenumc.org
Website: www.brackenumc.org
Office Hours:
Mon. Tues. Thurs. 9 - 3 p.m.
Wed. 8:30 am - 2:30 p.m.
Fri. 8:30 am - 12:00 pm
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May
Newsletter

Come and Worship with Us!
Worship & Fellowship
Opportunities
8:45 a.m. ~ Traditional Worship
9:45 a.m. ~ Gathering Time with
Fellowship & Food
10:15 a.m. ~ Sunday School for
all ages
11:15 a.m. ~ Contemporary Worship

Church Staff
Senior Pastor ~
Reverend Chris Bistline
Church Administrator ~
Janie Franz
Children’s Ministry Director ~ Nicole Powell
Youth Director ~
Caleigh Smith
Director Traditional Music ~
Kathy Roden
Director Contemporary Music ~ Kyle Lanford
Special Music Ministries ~
Kathy Roden
Preschool Director ~
Michelle DeLeo
Bookkeeper ~
Carol Dukes
Special Projects ~
Steve Rice

